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Courrcons Reader, 


E hath hid "fall 

318 1 and found. more 
88888 then once; and't in 
this enſuing Treatiſe: (ccm 
piled by an af fited Fon. | 
woman) it 1 found once- 
| more; Thft the Sebool ee 
be ( Toſſe, j the Schaolbf % 
| Light ; or, that the, 1 5 
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who readily 91 

Nader, V and per- 
ach this bundle of Medita- 
tions ,) knit together by a 
beat: and hand long exerci- 


1 aud thou wilt ſoon perceive, 
That. as Chriſt hath dropt 
x honey into her ſoul from the 
Kod, Jo her pen drops ho- 

| $ ney into thyJoul ; take but 
a lit ir ( the AM is not 
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Row umder a heavy croſſe 4. 
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re: lo on 1855 a of the rod f hat 


poſably be inlightned if thou 


was in bis hand (1 Sam 91 I 
and thy eyes, as buy, may © 


art in darkneſs, and thy 
heart comforted if thou art 
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Ou that will not 
judge, nor condemn 

before you read & 
conſider, nor value ſo 
much from whence it 
came, as what it is that is 
come to your view; to 
you I ſay, that Nature 
and Grace hath made ten- 
der in judging, if you 
pleaſe ſo far to deſcend, as 
to calt an eye upon theſe 
poor Lines preſented to 
A3 you 
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: To the Reader. | | 
you: You may behold in 0 
it a little (but a full) Hive. | 
1 

| 


E intreat thee not to be 
offended, if thou finde i 

K more wax then honey 
and more droſs then ei 
ther: the honey (the Di- 
vine part) Icommend tc 
thee, and the wax (the mc 

ral part) being clarified 
from the droſs (that is, the 
faults & failings throug 
weaknefs) is uſefull in 
its place; nay, the faults 
and failings are not to 
be palt over without ma- 
king ſome ule of them, 
for they may make thee 
double chy watch ww 


To the Reader. 
all occaſions, knowing 
that if but a creviſe of our 


] hearts lie open, fin ſtands 


ready to enter, and lo to 
ſoil our beſt actions (pro- 
batum eſt.) Therefore I con- 
fels if there be any thing 
in theſe; poor worthleſs 
Lines, worthy thy com- 
mendation , know, it is 
the Lord my teachers (but 


what is faulty is mine) 


who was plealed to give 
me by experience this 
drop from his Ocean, & I 


hurably deſire to return it 


into the Ocean of his 
praiſes. And now to ſhew 
in ſome mealure his deal- 
: Yi inds 


Joo the Reader. 

ings with me, that others 
might be incouraged to 
truſt him in all conditi- 
tions; Know that he was 
pleaſed in the prime of 
my years to take me, as it 
were, from a Palace to 
a Priſon, from liberty to 
bondage, where I have 
ſerved ſome Apprentiſhips, 
ſo much I exceeded others 
in a dead and dull block- 
iſhneſs: O how uncapa- 
ble of learning the trade 
driven in Heaven am]! 
not a ſecret in it can Jun. 
derſtand withouta knock, 
though I confeſs done 
with much tendernefs ; 

for 
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Jo the Reader. ". 


ers for he was pleaſed to own 
to) me as one of the poor 
iti- Scholars in the School, of 
as the loweſt Form, and ac. 
of| cording to my weaknefs 
it] be dealt with me: He was 
to likewiſe pleafed for ſome 
to | years co exerciſe me with 
e | much trouble, ſo that! ſel- 
s, dom ſaw the day, before! 
'S ſaw or heard of ſome cauſe 
- | of forrownearly related to 
me, from the found of 
which I would fain have 
fled: O how exceeding- 
ly I ſtrove, for glad 
would I have been leaf 
ed, by means ufed, with. 


out being beholding to a 
God, 
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© To the Reader: | 


God, ſuch actings, Icon 
feſs, as became not one 
who would be owned as 
a ſervant to ſach a Ma- 
Aſter; for while I had ei- 
ther means, or friends to 
.procureadvice, the great 
Phyſician was neglected ; 
for the reins being in 
ſome meaſure laid in my 
neck, I did like the Pro. 
di al, run my ſelf out of 
all before I looked back: 
Bur alaſs, when I had 
ſeen and conſidered. what 
a gulf of miſery I had 
plunged my ſelf in, and 
what power it was that 
had blaſted me in all chat 
I 


To the Readex. 


I had uſed, and againſt 


which I had acted; then, O 
then I feared, left that 
ower being backed by 
uſtice ſhould have con- 
ſumed me; and it is the 


deſire of my ſoul, ever 
to love and admire it be- 


cauſe it did not. 
Likewiſe, I conſidered 


his vviſdom to be ſo 


great, in oppoſing nie in 
the uſe of means, that I 


vvould not for a thou- 


ſand Worlds but have 


been ſo oppoſed: and for 
his free mercy | am ſilen- 
ced into a holy admirati. 
on, that ever lach a Ma- 


jeſty 


To the Reader. 
jeſty fo offended, ſhould 
pleaſe to afflict, vvhen he 
might vvith fo much ju- |; 
ſtice have conſumed me: 
Therefore theſe three at- 
tributes, his Povver, Wil- 
dom and Mercy, did for 
ſome time take up the 
thoughts of my heart; 
and ſure God was pleaſed 
in mercy thus to exerciſe 
me, that ſo it might di - 
vert and take off my 
thoughts from that, that 
might have been prejudi- 
cial to the glory of his 
free mercy and my eternal 
good. 
And forthe making it 
pub- 


To the Reader. 
publique, know,the kind 
acceptance I knew it 
would finde from ſome, 
and the good it might do 
to others, prevented my 
looking upon it as waſte 
Paper, chooling rather to 
adventure it abroad upon 
theſe hopes, then our of 
fear, dreading the cen- 
ſures of others conceal 
it; onely this may cauſe 
ſome trouble in me, I 


think it will finde hone 


of ſo low a birth as 
it ſelf, therefore may 
want a companion, and 
peradventure may meet 
wich diſdain for the Pa- 
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To the Reader. 


rents ſake . but for this 
there is a comfort, for 


the ſubj ect will be the 


honor ir; it, being a com- 
fortable Contemplation 
for a poor ſin beſmear- 
ed ſou ſhewing (chough 
weakly) that chere is a. 
precious Fountain ſet 
open for ſin and for un 
clea nneſs; and the way to 
obtain a waſhing in it, is 
by a true Faith (a preci- 
ous: gift) in the Spring 
» or Head of this Fountain 
Jeſus Chriſt, for all our 
Springs are in him; It 
leaſed the Father that i in 
him ſhould all fulneſs 
bl! 


— - 2. 


is 


To the Reader. 
dwell: for of him, and 


through him, and for 
him are all things: To 
him be glory for ever. 4 
Amen. | 


Thine in Chriſt Jeſus, 
Elizabeth Major. 
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A Comfortable 
CONTEMPLATION 


For One. in 
AFFLICTION, 
Conſolgion. . 


os Ire me leave, O my Soul, to 


queſtion with thee, and to 

G 2* adviſe thee in the Prophets 

own words, ſaying, hy art 

Ae} thou caft down, O my ſoul, 
N 1 * * and why art thou dijquieted 
within me? > hope in God, for I ſball jet praiſe 
bim, wbo is tbe health of my countenan.e, and 
0 God. Pſalm 43. 5. Speak, O my ſoul, 
"4 Why art thou ſo ſad, and why art thou ſo 
much caſt down ? ſcarch the cauſe 3 for the 
; knowledg of a dieaſe is part of the cure, and 
a burden divided is much eaſier to bear: 


pherefoP? impart thy grief, and recehie-com- 
3 Seul. 
82 | "2 a 
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2 A comfort 
44555 * 
I could wiſh my tongue were as the pen of 4 
ready writer, if there be hopes of caſe by im- 
parting ; for my fighs are many, and my bears 
& beeuie; I. 1 am ſbe hu bath ſeen affliction. 
All ye that paſſe by this way, behold and ſee 
if there be any ſorrow like unto my ſorrow, 

_ which is done unto me, wherewith the Lord 
hath affficted me in the day of his fierce 
wrath ? Lam. 1. 12. The ſemence & ſurcly 
paſt, the decree is gone om, ſaying, that in vain 
ſhalt thon uſe many medicines, for thou ſhalt 
beve no health, Jer.46.11. For I may ſay with 
the women in the Goſpel, I have ſpent all, and 
am mucb worſe, Mar.5. 26. Sure, my ſorrows 
are incurable, and there is no belp for me: I 
looked for peace, but no good came; and for a 
time of bealth, and bebe!d trouble. I would 
bave comforted my ſelf againſt ſorrom, but mine | 
beart is beavic in me, Jer 8 15,18. Have pi- | 
tie _ me, have pity upon me (O ye my friends) I 
for tbe band of God bath touched me, Job 1g. f 
21. Though I my ſorrow cannot be -f. 

(waxed; 1 I ceaſe, wha releaſe have I? e 

10516. 6. O rbas mine bead were full of wa- | ye 

ker, and mine eyes 4 fountain of tears, ibu 1 | fe 

might weep day and night. Ier. 9. 1. Wok me 43 

now, for the Lor i bath laid ſorrow unto my ſor= Þ| afi 
row, and I can find no reft. Ter. 45.3 Ts ihere 
no Balme 4 Gilead ? i there no Phyſician 
there, that my bealth might be recovered ? Ier. 


8.2 2. : 


able Contemplation 


1 Con ſolat. TEE. Tp 
3 ©: O rhowaltliged, and toſſed wich tempe ft, 
rien 2 ted and t * Mun tempe 
> * 1 * 8 % 
% — = 


x3 . 
Ty 2 I 
s . 
wy —_ 
SY — ” 
Wo 


| lb for one in af fiction. x1 


that haſt no comfort, IIa. 54. 11. why doth 
thine heart take thee away, and what do thine 
ces mean ? ſeem the conſolations of God 
ſmall unta thee? Fob 15. 11, 12. Hear me, 
and I will tell thee, verſe 17. that aſſuredly 
the ſer ĩous conſideration that thy afflict ions 
come from the all wiſe God (who can make 
all things work together for the beſt unto them 
that love him, Rom.8. 28.) will afford thee 
great conſolation. Job knew right well, that 
miſery came not forth of the duſt, neither 
doth affliction ſpring out of the earth, Fob 
5.6, No, he mounted higher, ſaying, Gods 
puniſhment was fearfull umo me, and I could 
not be delivered from bis Highneſle, Fob 3 1 
23. Bchold now ſaith Ga, for I, I am he, 
and there is no gods with mee; I kill, and I 
give life 3 I wound, and I make whole 3 nei- 
ther is there any that can deliver out of mine 
hand, Deut. 3 2.39. The holy Fathers were 
not to learn this leſſon: they knew, when at- 
flictions came, by whom they were ſent. J- 
ſepb, in diſcloſing himſelf to his Brethren, 
could ſay, Be not (al, neither grieved with 
your ſelves that ye ſold me hither, for God 
ſent me before you for your pretervation, Gen. 
45-5. Twice more in that Chapter he doth 
affum the (ame, ver. 7, 8. For he could ipes k 
by experience, and ſay When ye thought e- 
vil againſt me, God diſpoſed it to good, Gen. 
50.20. 1 | | 
do when Sbimei curſed, David ſaid, Suffer 
him to curſe, for the Loro hach bidden him: 
But ſeconds it with, It may be that the Lord 4 
ef, will look on mint — and do ebe — GER 3 
FRED 2 or — 
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A comfortable Contemplation 

for his curling this day, 2 Sam. r6. 11, 12. 
Nay, ſtay but a little (O my foul) and thou 
ſhalt ſee this ſpark of hope kindled into a holy 
confidence in his God, and fo flaming into 
his praiſe, ſaying, My defence is in God, who 
preſerveth the upright in heart: I will praiſe 
the Lord according to his righteouſneſſe, and 
will ſing praiſes unto the name of the Lord 
moſt high, Pſalm 7.10,17. 

For know, that as God is pleaſed for his 
own glory, and for the-good and benefit of his 
chil:ren, many times to ſend great troubles 
and-atflictians 3 ſo likewite is he plesſed to 
promile in his holy word more eſpecially at 
thoſe times io hear them, and to preſent 
wich them; ſaying, He ſhall call upon me, 
and J will hear him; I will be with him in 
trouble, I will deliver him, and glorifie him, 
Pſalm 91.15. Again, ſaich the Lord, Call 

me in che day of trouble, ſo will I deli- 
ver thee, and thou ſhalt glorifie me, Pſalm 50. 
15. Nay, he. will deliver thee in fix trou- 
bles, and in the ſeventh the evill ſhall noc | 
touch thee, F b 5. 19. When thou paileſt | 
through the waters I will be with thee, and 
through the floods, that they do fßot overflow 
thee ; when thou walkeſt through che very 
fire, thou ſhalt not be burnt, neither ſhall the 
flame kindle upon thee ; for I am the Lord 
thy God, the Holy one of liracl, Ia. 43. 2. 
as alſo Pſalm 34.6. and 107.6. Iſdi. 33. 2. 
and 26.16. and many other places it is made 
good, chat God is a very preſent help in trou- 
bie, Pu 46.132. | F a 5 | 
Hat tuen, Om foulathe n 
u- 
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for one in afflitton:. * 


reſolution and holy confidence, vnd imitate: 
it: In the day of my trouble 1 will call upon 
thee, (there is his reſolution) For thou hear- 
eſt me, (there is his confidence) Pſa. 86 6. 
For know, in the appointed time, and to his 
own, there comes forth a power with the 
commard, that cauſeth the ſoule to turn: 
Turn ye unto me, ſaith the Lord of hoſts, and 
I will turn unto you, Z ech. 1.3. 
Therefore, O my ſoul, take not up Epbre- 
im lamentation onelv, bur alio his prayer; 
and if thou cryeſt, Thou haſt corrected me, 
and I was chaſtiſed as an untamed heifer 3 yer 
humbly defire him to convert thee, and thou 
ſhalt be converted,for he is the Lord thy God, 


ü Aſſuredly, ſhould he be pleaſed 
to open chine eyes, as he did Eliſhas ſervants, 
thou wouldſt (ce more with thee then againſt 
thee, 2 Kings 6.17. iſt bebold thy 
ſelf ſurrounded with mercies, 32. 10. 
O therefore make it thy daily of nates wa 
name of thy dear Saviour, that he would be. 
pleaſed to open thy ſin-blinded eyes, that thou 
mayſt behold his comfortable preſence in thy 
greateſt afflictions, and then let him ſend 
what he pleaſes. 


| Soul. i 

| O the body of ſorrow i of ſucb a bulk, that. 

- }- it fils up my bears, that I cannot for the pre ſent 

| it of any comfort: therefore well may you: 

| (ay, O thou toſſed with tempo ſi, that baſt no com · 

N | fort; for I am as woman forſaken and grie- 

ved in firit ; for if be bide bis face, though it. 

be but in 4 little wrath, and but for a mment. 
ä B 3 ; who + TIS 
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A comfortable comtemplation 
who can bear it withou complaint : 


Conſolation. 


But, O my ſoul, why gather you thoſe ſay- 
ings onely which feed your trouble? do but 
go on, and you ſhall finde in the ſame verſe the 
Lord ſaying, With everlaſting kindneſſe will 
I bave mercy on thee. The mountains ſhall 
depart, ind the hils be removed, but my kind - 
nels ſhall not depart from thee, ſaich the Lord 
thy Redeemer; I1{4.54-8, 10. For every hair 

thy head is numbered by that great Arith- 
metitian, without whoſe providence not one 
of chem ſhall fall: Nay, the very ſparrows 
fand a place in his memory; for there is not 


dne of them forgotten before God: Fear not 


therefore, thou art of more value then man 


ſparrows, Luke 12. 7. 4 
And — ſince it is the Lord, let him do 


vat ſeemeth him good, 1 Sam. 3. 19. Re- 


ſalve thou with Fob, to truſt in him though 


de ſhould (lay thee, Fob 13. 15. Say not thou 


as the King of Iſraels meflenger did; Behold, 
this evill cometh of the Lord, ſhould I attend 
on the Lord any longer, 2 Kings 6.3z ? No, 
let this be the meſfſa>e of the murtherers fon : 
be thou as one dumb, not opening a repining 
mouth, becauſe the Lord hath done it: Bar 
ſay with holy David, It is good for me that I 
have been afflicted, that I may learn chy ſta - 
mtcs, Pſal 119.71. For I am perſwaded, thou 
mayſt juſtly ſay with him, B-tare I was af- 


flicted, I went aftray ; therefore endeavour 


now to keep bis word. If he bring _—_ 
5 e 


\ 


er dude en. 


the fournace of affl iction, it js not to burne 
ought but thy droſſe, and ſb to refine thee, and 
bring thee out more pure. 

G pray that thy heart, as Pharaobs, may 
not be hardened by afflict ions, to thine own 
deftruRion 3 but that it may with Davids, 
melt into repenting tears. Which that thou 
mayſt do, O my foul, ſeck the Lord whites 
de may be found, call upon him while he is 
neer, fi. 5 5.6. The l igiiteous cry, and the 
Lord heareth them, and deliverth them out 
of all their troubles: the Lord redeemeth the 
ſouls of his ſervants, and none that truſt in 
im ſhall periſh, Pſalm 34. 17, 22. Hee is 
good, and as a ſtrong hold in the day of trou- 
ble (but wichall remember) he knoweth them 
ihat truſt in him, Nab. 1. 7. Behold (ſayes 
the man of experience) bleſſed is the man 
whom God core&eth : therefere (0 my ſoul) 
refuſe not thou the chaſtning of the Almigh» 


ty, Fob 5.17 
Son). 


I confeſs, I confoſh I am correfed and cha- 
ſtiſed of God : and becauſe it was bi great 
wiſdom that did it, I ſbauld bave been as one 
dumb, and not have opened my mouth to mur- 
mur, Pial. 39.9. But (urely, in ſtead of ſaying 
(as it ij meet to be ſaid unto God) I bave born 
ebafiiſcment, I will not off: nd any more : that 
ch I ſee not teach ibou me; if I bave done 
zniquity, I will do no more, Jeb 34.31.32. I 
beve, as is were, expoſtulated with him, plead- 
ing, it were better for me to die, then to I ve 

— | B 4. ; 
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and be croſſed ofa will: So fooliſh was I and 
ignorant, I was 65 4 beaſt before thee, Pſalm 
73-22. Not conßdering, that although it is 
thou (O Lor1) that killeſt, yet it is tbou Ukewiſe . 
that makeft alive: Thou bringeQ down to the 
greve (it is true) and thou alſo raiſeſt up: in 
thy power it is to make poor, and thou only art 
able to miherich : When thy wiſdom ſecth 
good to bring low, tbou doſt it; and when thou 
thou canſt exalt, 1 Sam. 2.6, 7. for thou 
wilt do whatſdever thou wilt, Tia. 46.10. By 
thee, by thee, I confeſs O Lord, was I ſeized 
on, I wes in the prime of my youtd arrefied ; no 
bail I bad to enter here, to ſtand my friend, not 
one good work to plead in my bebalf: All my 
«Tions are ſo ſooted ore with fin, and ma ie by 
me but d:mg and filth, and ſuch as thy pure na 
ture can no wy admit of without rewarding 
them with the worſt of punihments. O none 
te I in berven or earth to requeſt for 
me, bat my offended Lord: ani bow, O bow 
can [ 6h mercy of bin, azainft whom I ſan 
even in acting? for alas, my whole nature, I 
fee, & ſo corrupt, that it will be rebelling c- 
ven under hi rad (for if I go, I fear, I fear 
2will be aſtrꝙ, ſo vile T am :)) therefore no belp 


bhere i below; als, I muſt, I wnſt to priſen 
dere: where Lord, thau knoweſt, ſome appren- 


eiſhips I bavc cloſe priſoner been: my ſtrength 
thou wer: pleaſed to melt away by ſecret, unſeen 
wijes, le wing me al moſt as belpleſſe, as when 
1-firſt carrc1 this vauulc of tears: and to my de- 
bility.many other affiitions thy wiſdome ſecs it 
need full bere to add; for ſcarce doth the day 

' break ia on me, before 4 new cauſe of ſorrow 
Aub made 4 bregch. con- 
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Conſolation. 
T, but conſider, O my ſoul, do not new 
fins increaſe or continne theſe thy ſtroaks ? 
for to afflict is Gods ſtrange work, he delights 


not in it. 
Soul. | 


O yes, jet, aſſrredliy the flood-gates of ſin are” J 
ſet open, and I am ready daily to be overwhe!m- J 
ed with thoſe bilcous waves ; for alas, I am 
mrmecd on every part, my breſt-plate is gone, 
and it lies open to every ſtoop of ſin. 

Come, O come, I beſcech you, whoſoever you 
are that read theſe lines. and behold your ſelves 
ani me in them, as objects of mortality, like 
duft bef,re the wind or as ſtubble before a con- 
ſaming fre; weak, and not able of our. ſelves 
to reſiſt the left aſſault. 3 

Od. But perad venture thou canſt ſay, I baue 
health, and ſtrength, and youth, together with 
the world and ber contents, to be my friends, 
and help to defend me ag inſt all oppoſitions. © 

Anſ. Why, perhaps within tbeſe few years 1 
could _—— theſe, and theſe as friends”. 
would have ſmil d me in the face, offering me 
their beſt aſſiſtance : But alas, they being re- 
manded, they ſpeedily retreat. For bow ſoon 
is bealth turned into — ſtrength into 
weakueſſe, yourh to 4 ſeeming Ud age, through. 

4 dry, peinfull deercyitneſs? None can be ig. 
ntram (but thoſe that will be ſo) of the ſulden 
changes incident to men ; all worldly coment- 
being variom, nothing conſtant bus unconſt an- 
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& ; they often take to themſelvet wingt, and 
many times ſup not where they dine. 
Conſolyjon 

It is moſt true, chat all tlũngs are fo, that | 
have no more then world for ground : for if ' 
all fleſh be graſs, and aſl the grace thereof as 
the flower of the field, char graſs withering, 
and that flower fading 5 ſhall not thoſe things 
ſooner fade thar are far inferiour to man, and 
made for his uſe? O yes. At the word of ; 
the Lord were all things made, and at his 
I word ſhall they return to their firſt nothing: 
f but the word of our God ſhall ſtand for ever. 
The everlaſting God, the Lord hath created 
the ends of the earth, he neither fainteth or 
is weary, there is no ſearching of his under - 
Randing : but he giveth ſtrength unto him { 
tha: fainteth , and unto bim that hath no 
frength he increaſeth power, Iſa. 40.28,29. 
It is the Lord that giveth, and the Lord that 
I takerh, bleſſed be the name of the Lord, Fob 1. 
3 'Therefare confeſſe his judgments to be right, 
and chat thou art afflicted juſtly, and pray that 
Ks mercy may comfort thee, according to his 
promile, Pſalm 19. 15576. 


Soul. 
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_ Tneknewlediit & God that efiifed me; fo 
kktwiſe bath be done it juſtly A porn 5 85 
that be would give ſome cordials with the bitter. 
ions, tbr in their ſtrong workings 1 might 
uot fim am, bus be able 20 declare ery 
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have recetved from a correfing bend. O help 1 
me with your inffrufions, and ſtem me ſame * 
caſe that movies God to afflitt. f 


Conſolation 


Well, O my foul, fihce i is 2cknowledg>, 
er that thy affli tions come not forth af the 
duſt, but from a wiſe and juſt God, to whoſe 4 
wiſdome thou muſt ſubmit 3 according to thy a4 
defire, I ſhall in the next place conſider the | 
cauſe that provokes this God to afflict, which f 
is Sin (for that is the moſt known cauſe 4: 1 
Why do:h a living man complain ? man ſuf- 3 
fereth for hn, Lam 3. 39. Behold, and thou 
mayeſt ſee in that one book of Fudger, the 
choien people of the Lord fix times (at the 
leaſt) finning» in forſaking their own God, 
and ſerving bale Idols: and as often did the 
Lord raiſe up their enemies to afflict, oppreſs 
and torment them: Under whom they lay, 
till chey cryed, confeſſed, and repented 3 and 
then were they delivered and enjoyed reſt, 
until they forſook their God again; as theſe 
places wil make good, Chap. z. 10. to the end. 
and 3. 12,1 5, ànd 4. , 2,3. and 6.1.7. and 
10. 6. to the end. and 13.3, And now if 
that truth cannot be denyed, but that is a kind 
ef iJol which the heart and affect ion is moſt. 
ſet on : O then, bow many ſeveral and pri- 
vue Idols is there in thy heart ꝰ and although 
thy Babyloniſh garment, thy ſfiekels of bl- 
ver, and wedg of gold trouble not a whole H- 
rael, Foſb.7z. 20, 25. yet thy _talcars of gr 


= 


aud es of garments may cauſe Gods 
hand to lic heavie upon thy ſelf, or familie, or 
both, 2 Ri. 5. 23527. For if Devids children 
forſake the Law of their God, and walk not in 
his judgments, if they break his ſtatutes, and 
krep not his comm-ndments. then wil he viſit 
their tranſgreſſion with the rod, and their i- 

aquirie with ſtripes: yet his loving-kindneſs 
wil he not rake from them, neither wil he fal- 
fie bis truth, Pſalm 89. 30,31,32,33- 


Soul. 

Hab Truth is ſelf (aid, If Davids children. 

offend, be will viſit ibeir tranſgreſſion with the 

rod, and their iniquity with ftrites 3 yet bis 

louing-kinineſſe be will not take away ? O, i 
tre not 4 Cordiall in this glaſs? 
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Conſoluian.- ; 


Yes, and a rich one too, which after the 
height of thy Feaver thou mayſt take down: 
For know, ( as in the caſe of the true Iſrael) 
though he deſtroy all the Nations, yet will 


he, Fer. 10. 24. Behold (aich the Prophet 
Iſaiab) rhe Lordg hand is not ſhortned, that it 
cannot ſave; neither is his car heavie, chat it 
cannot hear: but (faith he) your iniquĩties have 
ſeparated between you and your God, and your 
ſias have hid his face frem you, that he will 

not 


— 


fer ane in fiction. 


not hear, Iſ.59.1.2.. Your iniquities (ſaitł 
— —_ in the former verſe of the 

eſſings of God) have turned away theſe 
things, and your ſins have hindred things 
from you, Fer. 5.2 5. For this caule (ſaith the 
Apoſtle) many are weak and lick among you, 


and many ſleep: And what was this cauſe; 
that was backed with theſe three degrees of 


puniſhment ? Why the pp the: 


Lords Supper, 1 Cor. 11. 29,30. When t 
Angel that was (ent to bring the good tidings 
to Zacharias, ſaw his meſſage was not belee- 
ved; he ſaid, Behold, thou ſhalt be dumb, and 
not be able to ſpeak, until che day that theſe 
things be done, becauſe ({aith he) thou belie- 
vedſt not my words, which ſhall be falfilled in 
their ſeaſon, Luke 1.20 With whom wss he 
diipleaſed forty years ?- was it not with them 
chat ſinned? Nay, we have his oath: for 
the performance of it: As I live, ſaith the 
Lord God, ſurely, becauſe thou haſt defiled 
my Sanctuary with all thy filthineſſe, and 
with all thine abominations ; therefore will 
T- alſo deſtroy thee , neither ſhall mine eye 
{; are thee, neither will I have any pitic, E- 
(<7 $ 6;8,9.- 


Bur if che truth be yet queſtioned, though 
thou haſt the Word and Oath of the God of 
truth for it; then behold here one even like 


thy ſelf. (a Heathen) confirming the ſame : 
Nebuqaradan the chief Stewardef the King 
of Babel tocke Feremizh and ſaid unto him, 


The Lord thy God hath pronounced this 


plague upon this place : now the Lord hath 


cauſe 
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2ught its and done according as he (aid, be- 


144 A comfortable contemplation 


cauſe ye have fanned againſt the Lord, and 
have not obeyed his voice, therefore this thing 
is come upon you. The Prophet in pro oun- 
cing the grievous threa:nings of che Lord a- 
inſt ys of Iſrael, ſaith, This ruine is 
your iniquiries :- but (ſaĩth he) they that 
flic awsy from them, ſhall eſcape, and ſhall 
be in the mountaines like the doves in the 
valleys. 


Soul.. 
Bit what, O what muſt the eſcaped do? what 
boly imployment muſt they be exerciſed in ? 


Conſolation, 

All they ſhall mourn every one for their i- 
niquicie: Exeł. 7.3. There ſhall be a mark 
ſer upon the foreheads of them that mourn and 
cry for all the abominstions that be done in 
the midſt of Jeruſalem, Exck.9.4: For, come 
life, or death, it will not fail ro go wel wih 
the true mourners for fin ; for it is forthe 
miſery of an Iſracl that his ſoul is grieved, 
Judg. 10. 16. and on which he looks with an - 
ce of pitic, Dan. 26.7. For in all their af- 
flictions he was afflicted, Iſa. 63.9 Nay, he 
was offended that they were not grieved for 
the afflictions of Joſeph, Amor 6.6. He often 
ehooſeth his in the furnace of affliction, pare - 
Ane away their droſſe, and taking away 

theit tin, Iſ/4 48.10, & 1. 25. 

For although he ſaith unto the remnant of 
Feob, Why cryeſt thou for thine afflictions? 
thy ſorrow is incurable for the multitude of 
eine iniquitics : becauſe thy fins were in- 


: creaſed 


creaſed, I have done theſe things unto thee ? 
Yet aſſuredly, he will in his. er pointed time 
ſpeak comfortable things unto them, ſaying, 
J will reſtore health unte thee, and I wil heal 
thee of thy wounds, ſaith the Lord, becauſe 
they called thee the Caſt- away, Fer. 30. 15,17 
The Lord wil wait that he may have mercy 
upon you; and therefore will he be exalted 
that he may have ſſion upon you; for 
the Lord is the God of judgment, bleſſed are 
all they that wait for him, IIa. 30. 18. And 
for their devourers, he wil pronounce ſad and 
heavie things againſt them: though he a long 
time hold his peace, is ſtil, and refrains him- 


ſelf, yet the time will come, when he wil de- 


ſtroy and devour at once, Iſa. 42.14. There-- 
fore (ſayes he) all they that devour thee ſhall 


be devoured; and all thine enemies every one 


ſhall go into cap:ivity; and they that ſpoile 


thee ſhall be ſpoiled 3; and they that rob thee 


wil I give to be robbed, Fer. 30: 16. For ir 


is no more with the Lord God of hoaſts, the 


mighty one of Iſrael, then Ah, I will caſe me 


of mine adverſaries, I will avenge me of mine 
enemies, Iſa.1. 24,2. Whatever he pleaſcth 


to make his rod, giving it his iſlion, it 
ſhall not return untill it hath done, and un- 
till ir hath performed the intents of his heart, 


is fu 
them to the full, Gen. 15.16. For the high 
look of man ſhall be humbled, and the lof- 


tineſſe of men ſhall be abaſed, and rhe Lord 
onely ſhall be exalted, Iſat. 2. 11. And they 
ſhall know what it is to provoke * 


for me in ſfictim 1g * 


Jer. $0.24: He wilt ay till their wickednefſe - 
» and then powre out his vengeance on 


t A comfortable contemplation 


bis glory. Woe tothe wicked, it ſhall be e- 
vill with him. 


Soul. 


O theſe are ſud ſayings for me a poor ſinner -. 
but Lor radar thy aſſiſtance) — not ſe 
to continue ; but with thy help I will haſten to 
the Fountaine I have beard of : ſtill remem- 
bring, that thy loving-kindneſs thou wilt not 
ratte from the ſons of David. 


: Conſolation. 


O no, aſſuredly it ſhall be well with the 
upright, Iſa. 3. How doth God, as it wer, . 
bemoan the obſtinacy of his people, ſayin2, . 
O that my people bad bearkned unto m, and 1+ 
rect bed walked in my ways, I would ſoon bave - 
bumbled their enemies, and turned mine band 
aglinſt their adverſaries: Nay, God would 

_ have fed them. with the fat of wheat, and 
with honey out of the rock would he have ſuf- 
ficod them, Pſal. 61. 13, 16. Oh (aich the 
bleſſed Redeemer of Souls) Jeruſalem, J eru- 
ſalem, which killeſt the Prophets, and ſtoneſt 
them that are ſent unto thee, How often 
would I have gathered thy children together, 
as the Hen garhererh her chickens under her 
wings, an ] ye would not? Luke 12. 34. For 
alas, when we by our fins force Gad out of. 
his way of merey, we force him out of the 
wy of his deli ght 3 for he doth not afflict 
willingly, nor grieve che children of men, 

Lam 3.33 Nay, and it muſt be for — 


% 


profit too, that they might be parrakers of his 
holineſs, Heb. 12. 10. And now, O my ſoul, 
although no chaſtiſing for the preſent ſeemeth 
to be joyous 3 yet (believe) that afterward it 
bringeth the quiet fruit of righteouſneſs unto 
them which are thereby exerciſed, wherefore 
lift up your hands which hang down, and your 
weak knees, Heb. 1 2. 1 1,12. and humble your 
ſelves therefore under the mighty hand of 
God. that he may exalt you in due time, 1 Pet. 
5, 6. Hear and conſider, and make a ti. nely 
ule (cake heed thou out- ſtay not the date) of 
that merciful Proclamation ſet out by the 
— of Heaven, Go and cry theſe words, 
and ſay, Thou diſobedient Iſrael, return, ſalth 
the Lord, and J will not let my wrath fall up- 
on you; for I am merciful, ſaich the Lord, 
and I will not always keep mine anger: Oye 
diſobe dient 3 — — —— 5 
your rebellions. my » {pecedily c 
with this offer of merey, and ſay, Behold, I 
come unto thee, for thou art the Lord my 
God, Fer. 3. 12, 22. Remember, O remem- 
ber, that by nature you. are like an-untamed 
Calf, For. 31. 18. or like * ſed Horſe, Fer. 
5. 8. not regarding the God that fed and gro- 
reed youzlo far are ne from giving glory to 
God, that they willingly, and with delight 
blaſpheme his great name that fed chem : Ma- 
ny there be whom he bach dect with Gold 
and fil ver, whoſe raiment is of fine linnen and 
Glk, whom he hach fed with fine flour, hor ey 
and oyl, —— have abuſed theſe Mercics, 
not to dil Throne a Chriſt, ſo ſelf and 
thereſt of his enemies may be mounted. a8 


for onein Affuiftion. N 11 
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Soul. 


This, Othis is my caſe, for I bave ſinned 
under great mercies and ſo ungratefully bave 
returned fn for Mercy 3 and often have fepined 
a a tender correcting band, though it bath been 


for my great advantage: (0 rebellious am I. 
Conſolation. 


To beungrateful for Mercies, is a gre 
failing in many of Gods children, and ſurely 
tis their trouble; but to grumble and fret un- 
der the rod, is very frequent, by which chey 
have gained onely an addition to their ſorrowʒ 
for a wiſe father will rather whip a ſoul to 
Heaven, then hazard it : For David 
finned concerning riab, we feade not of Am. 
Sons Inceſt, nor Ab ſalom: rebellion z nor be- 
fore he numbred the people, we reade- net of 
his hard choice; nor of Peters weeping bit» 
terly, before he denyed his Saviour; neither 

of Manaſſeb being put in fetters, and bound 
in chains, and carryed to Babet, till he had 
provoked God by his abominable fins : H a 
Soul would take Daniels counſel (as che Nine 

vites did Fonehs) and breake- off his fins by 
. righteouſneſs, and his iniquitics by mercy to- 
ward the poor; who knows whether it might 
not divert our affliction, and prevent muck 


ſorrow ? But the nature of man is ſo corrupt, 
that it will not leave finning, nay, hardly take 
notice be fins till the rod is on his back. 


Soul. 


for one in Alison. 
Soul. 


O I own this, Townthis as 4 power ful evil 
in me, for I to0k not notice of finning till t 
rod was ſadly on meg ; and then I mourned, but 
not as an bum le childe for offending a good 
Fatber, but as 4 froward childe for being croft 
of my will. | 


Conſolation. 


This is too frequent amorty the ſelect ones, 
for we hear not the Brethren of Foſeph accu- 
fing themſelves for ſelling him, till they were 
forced through a Famine to go down into E- 
n to buy food, where coming before their 
Brother that knew them, though they had for- 
got him, who ſpake roughly unto them, fay- 
ing, From whence cone ye? and ſeveral time 
accating them for Spies, por een; them 
three days ; and then not releaſing all, for 
Simeon muſt remꝛia bound in the Priſons 
houſe, and they nor freed, but upon ſuch 
terms as muſt hazard the well-being of rheit 
old Father, and wreſt ſuch a ſpecch from him, 
which a childe can hardly hear without rears :. 
They muſt take food (it is true) and go back 
into Canem, but they muſt not fail to bring 
their yonger brother with them into Egyp 3 
and that could not be done without this ſad 
expreſſion from a grieved Father, If death come 


unto him by the way which ye go, then ye ſhal 
bring my gray head with ſorcow unto the 


Gaye Gen. 3, 38. 
3 42, 38 td 
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4 comfortable Contemplation 
Soul. 


I confeſs they were in 4 greu ſtrait, being 
in 4 ſtrange Countrey, where they kn. w neither 
0 — nor means, though they bad him there 

could command both, 


Conſolation. 


But obſerve, O my ſoule, this new trou- 
ble brought an old ſinne to remembrance , 
and made them acknowledge that fin, for 
which they apprehend this evil came upon 
them; for they ſaid one to another, we have 
verily fanned againſt our Brother, in that we 
ſaw rhe anguiſh of his ſoul when he beſought 
us, and we would not hear him, therefore is 
this trouble came us, Gen.42.21. Nei- 
ther finde we David bewailing his ſin, till Na- 
than (aid, Thou art the man: So likewiſe 
when he had received the number of his peo- 
ple, his heart (mote him, and he (aid unto the 
Lord, I have finned exceedingly in that I 
NE — 4 — 
ee; Tart che O y OY 
for I bave — kali 2 But this will 
not ſerve, no, Davids number muſt be leſſen- 
ad, and of the people there muſt die from 
Dan even to Beer · ſbeba, ſeventy thouſand men; 
before the Lord will ſay to the Angel chat de- 
ed it, it is ſufficient, hold now thine 

2.5 an. 24. I To 


S Foul, 


Soul. 


Alas, I finde my ſelf apt to out-fin any 3 but 
unapt to repens with any; I ſee, I (ce with 
grief, that fin is made tos much a be ſom· jriend 


y me, while repentance, ſtranger · like, ij kept 


wut a diſtance; therefore afſuredly afflidion muſt 
be my dyes. | 


Con ſolation, 


It is true, while there is a World, and man 
in it, there will be fin 3 and it is 3s true, that 
while there js ſin, God will in mercy correct 
his, in wrath puniſh others; therefore, O my 
ſoul, exſpect not thou to be made a Wanton, 
nor to (ail to Heaven by Heaven; for believe 
it, the King of Heaven his way is narrow, and 
the gate is ſtraight, and few there be that finde 
it, Matth.7. 14. And if Moſes, that was ſo 
familiar with the great God of Heaven anll 
-Exrtb, chat he ſpake to him face to face, as a 


man ſpeaketh unto his friend, Exod 33. 11 


And David, that was ſo honorcd,as to be cal- 
led a man after Gods own heart, Act, 12. 22, 
AndZatharias, who was juſt befSre God, and 
walked in all the Commandments and Ordi- 
nances of the Lord without reproef, Like 1.6. 
ſcap'd not bis Fatherly chaſtiſement for their 


ces (as you may ſee in theſe Scriptures, 


Numb. 20. 1 2, 24. and 2 Sum. 12. 9, 10,11. 
12. Luke 1.20.) Lock not thou to do it, that 
of ſinners art the chief; ſee the Lord ve 
ry apgry with Miriam and Haren, tor ſpcak- 

6 wy 


for ore in Affliftion. 
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ing againſt their brother Moſes » inſomuch 
— ſaid, Wherefore then - ye not a- 
fraid to ſpeak againſt my ſervant, even ageinſt 
Moſes? did he not ſtrike her immediately 

ith a Leproſie for her offence ? and was not 
Aaron driven to confeſs their fault, and be- 
ſeech Aſoſes, ſaying, Alas my Lord, I beſeech 
thee lay not the fin upon us which we have 
fooliſhly committed, and wherein we have ſin- 
ned; let her not, I pray thee, be as one dead, 
of whom the fleſh is half conſumed? Num. 1 2, 
And ſhall he not be angry and correct thee, 
that ſinneſt hourly againſt eren his Lord and 
Maſter : O yes, aſſuredly if thou art of his 
Flock, though a wanderer from his Fold, yer 
he will not loſe thee, but will fetch thee back 


again; nay, rather then he will let thee have 


thine own will to thy own deſtruRion, he will 
frrike thee to the earth, and make thee blinde, 
he will hew and chop thee to pieces, but he 
— and faſlii on ihee according to his 
Will, 


Soul. 


Ir this thc way of Gods dealing with bis. 
Rebels, will he not loſe ou? and what be doth, 
bath is reference to our eternal good? then Lord 
do wha: thou wilt wito-me, 0 — wilt pleaſe ts 
own me for th own ;. and fince ihe firſt courſe 
of Rs 1, I will thankfully tate afflicłi- 
ont for the ſecond; but Lord, let the concluſion of 
all be, with a banquet of thy own preſeruing: 
O ſtay me with Flaggont, and comfurt me with 
Aller, for chow art, I ſee, the fo.tuain of al 


comfort; 


Fer one in Affliftion. 
comfort; Nom pray let me hear more. of Gods 
dealing with bis in this kinde, | 


Conſalation. 


Iwill, for they are worthy thy obſervation: 
beholding by what degrees he often manifeſts 
himſelf to a poor gaſping ſinner, thou mayeſt 
ſce in (that great objec: of his mercy, whom 
he was leaſed ro receive eyen at the eleventh 
hour) the good Thief: how . appears by 
degrees 3 as firſt, by his diſlike of the others 
railing, and bis rebuking him for it, ſaying, 
Feareſt thou not God, ſeeing thou art in the 
ſame condemnation? Secondly, The accuſati- 
on of himſelf, and the ;uftiffing of his Sa- 


vior in theſe words z we are indeed rig hreoully - 


here, for we receive things worthy of that we 
have done, but this man hath done nothing 
amiſs, And laſtly, bew did he by Faith in- 
croach (as I may ſey, though a bleſſed incroach- 
ment it was, by which God was glorificd, and 
2 ſoul received to meicy at tlie [aſt gaſp) upon 
the free mercy of this his Savior, ſaying, Lord, 
remember me when thou comeſt into thy 
kingdom? which requeſt of his was anſwery 
ed with, Verily I ſay unto thee, te day fhalr 
thou lee with me in Paradiſc, Luke 23. 41,42. 
43. O certainly, he did labor in the ſtrength 
of that Grace which was given him but with 


fear and trembling, till what he deſired was 


confirmed by his Lord. 

But behold,B and chau mayſt (ce, He that cau- 
ſed him to diſlike the evil in his fellow, cauſed 
him alſo to reprove it; and he thas 2 
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him to reprove another, gave him an inſight 
into his own guilcineſs ; and he that gave him 
an infight into his own guiltineſs, cauſed him 
by Faich to behold the righteouſneſs of Chriſt; 
and he that cauſed him to behold the righte- 
euſneſsof 2 Chriſt, gave him Faich to 
an Imereſt in that righteouſneſs 3 and he that 
gave him Faith to beg an intercſt in that righ- 
teouſneſe, ſaid unto him, To day ſhalt thou be 
with me in Paradiſe , Luke 22. 39, 40, 41, 
42,43. and here was his owa works by him- 
ſelf begun and perfected. 
Again, ;obſerve but the way the Lord Jeſus 
took in manifeſting himſelt as a Saviour ro 
Zacbem the Publican 3 Firſt, there appeared 
2 deſire in Zachens to (ee who he ſhould be, but 
being of a low ſtature, and the preaſs being 
great, ſo that there was a kinde of impoſſibi- 
liry of obtaining bis deſire, his defired way; 
he forgers his being rich, and lays aſide the 
thoughts of being chief Receiver, and runs 
before, and climed up into a wilde Fig- tree 
that he might ſee him 3 and now obſerve but 
how this reftleſs deſire of his was anſwered ; 
with a ſight onely ? O no, for when Jeius 
cameto the place, he looked up and ſaw bim, 
and ſaid unto him, Z acbeue, Come down ar 
once, for to day I muſt abide at thy; 
then he came down haſtily, and received him 
joyfully: and the next thing we hear of Z4- 
chens 185 Behold, Lord, the half of my goods 
T give to the + and if I have taken from 
any man by forged cavillation, I reſtore him 
four-fold : now his work being broughe 
to this perfection, be thus perfects; —_— 
a elus 
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Affection, for 1 finde him creep into the heart o f 
55 e po forming the er 
e be- 


For one is Affliftion... 
Jeſus ſaid to him, This day is ſalvation come 
unto this houſe : Foraſmuch as he is alſo be- 
come the Son ef 4brabam, \ Luke 19. And 
hers we may ſee, firſt, a deſre in him to ſee 
his yet unknown Savior. . Secondly, an endea- 
vor to accompliſh that deſire. Thirdly, obedi- 
ence> that when he was called he came dawn 
haſtily, Fourthly, he imbraces the __ 
niry of receiving and entertaining his Savior 
joyfully. Fifthly, to ſhew che truth of his re- 
pentance, and how much be und ervalues all 
things in compariſon of this pearl of price; 
the half of his goods he gives to the poor; and 
whatever he had taken from any by unjuſt 
ways, he deſires to reſtore fourfoldzand then, & 
not till then, was ſalyatign proclaĩmed to come 
to that houſe, he being one of the loſt ſheep 
the Son of man was come to ſeek and to (ave. 


Soul. 


O what an bard and knotty piece is my heart, 
to work on thoſe ; O thoſe Converts are ſoon al · 
lured, for I read not of 4 word ſpoken to thee 
firſt, before the greateſt of mercics was pro- 

ſed bim: I confeſs, be had the bonor to: 
neer bis Lord in pcrſon (but nearer in lou an 


act of I ve that ever was, and he f 
nefit of it before he left this uale of rears ; and 
for the ſecand, the vifsble ate are onely 4 look 
aul A call, and the works are ſons done. 

But I, O hard hearted I, how often hatb be 
bood ar the door of my beart, and Rockt, bur 
| C  . would 
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able Contemplatlon 
won not bear nor open unt him, that be migbt 
comè ia and ſup with me ; though the time of 
fenging of Birds was come, and the voice of 
many Fu te hear i in our land and yet, I deaf, 
and wand not beer them; liſtning and geting 
After vanity, till rhou waſt peſt by : And when 
I foughr thee; Lord, it was not arieht ; but now 
own me in merey, fetch me into thy fold, for I 
bave Men x long and a perverſe wanderer: 0 
fend foreb won, ey 1 reſiſt; compel me 
to come i; though thou fi nde me at te helge, 
ie me not there to continue, hu bring me 
"own pale, and keep me, Lord, when 
IT am within, | | 


> kd „ 


Conſolation. | | 

. - Again, behold a Prodigal, that hath run 
himſelf out of Friends and means, whoſe © 
anions are Swine, and his deſired food 6 

but husks, his neceſſity began to be ſuch. g 
Dr p 

Soul. £ 


malt, what courſe doth he take in this ſo || © 

condition ? fu ſtill, and pleaſe bimſelf with £ 
thinking, things are 4 they will F - 
mend; or rakes be wajuſt ways 36 ſupp bi 
dau? | | 


Gel. 
O no, I nde hi fo on the righe way, U*"* 
— him, Facber, 1 bare bnned againſt Hea- 


ven 


ven, and before thee, and am no more worthy 
to be called thy ſon, make me as one of thy 
hired ſervants 3 here is his reſolution and pre- 
meditation: The next thing obſervable is, 
his putting this reſolution into action; ſo he 
= and came to his Father. But now be- 
hold the beart of this Father of mercy, meet 
ing and cloſing with this ſon of his love; even 
when he was yet a great way off, he had com- 
| | paſſion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and 
" | killed him; and now the ſon being in the 
ams of his Fathers mercy, he ſighs out theſe 
: wards of humiliation, Father, I have ſinned 
e againſt Haven and before thee, and am no 
more worthy to be called thy ſon; which 
words being the eccho of an humble heart, 
how were they accepted and anſwered ? Then 
the Father (aid unto his ſervants, Bring forth 
- | the beſt robe, and put it on him, and puta 
d ring on his hand, and ſhoes oa his feet; and 
bring the fat Calf, and kill him, and let us 
eat and be merry, for this my ſon was dead; 
and is alive again, and he was loſt, but he is 
found, and they began to be merry, Luke 15, 
All which expreſſions of joy, makes good 
what our Savior was pleaſed to publiſh a little 
before he (pake of this parable, ſaying, That 
& likewiſe joy ſhall be in Heaven for one finner 
that converteth, more then for ninety and nine 
juſt men which need none amendment of life, 
Luke 15. 7. And is not here ſer out to the 
life, the tender and intir e affection which the 
I creat God of Heaven bears towards humble 
an tant ſinners on earth, c. 
d abſerve the maner of Fault con- 
| "= WY - verkon, 


as A comfortable Contemplation = 


verſion, and what way the Lord took with 
him, whe being taken in his hot career to 
cruelty, was Rrook to the ground by the Lord 
(andthe fell to the earth) tf en was he ac cuied 
of perſecution, Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt 
thou me; and to make his cruelty appear the © 
more cruel, he muſt demand whom it is he 
ſecutes, which is anſwered with, I am Je- 
us whom thou perſecureſt 3 then is the danger 
ſhewed him (and the ſmall hopes there was of 
prevailing) if he went on; it is hard for the 
to kick againſt the pricks : He then both trem- 
bling and aſtonied, ſaid, Lord, What wilt 
thou that I do; and the Lord ſaid unto him, 
Ariſe, and go into the city, and it ſhall be 
told thee what thou ſhalt do; and Saul aroſe 
from the ground, and opened his eyes, but ſaw 
no man; then led they him by the hand, and 
brought him into Damaſcus, where he was 
three days without fight, and neither ate nor 
drank 3 but the Lord gave command con- 
cerning him to one Ananies, ſaying, Ariſe, 
and go and ſeek in the houle of Fudas, after 
one called Sau, for (ſaith he) Behold, he 
praycths and when Anantas pleaded to the 
Lord againſt him, the Lord anſwered , Go 
thy way, for he is a choſen veſſel unto me, to 
bear my name befor the Gentiles, and Kings, 
and che children of -Iſracl 3 and I will ſhew 
him how many things he muſt ſuffer for my 
names ſake: Then Ananias went his way, and 
entred into that houſe, 2 
him, and ſaid, Brother Saul, the Lord hach 
ſent me ſeven Jeſus that appeared unto thee 
in the way as thou cameſt) that thougnight- 
EF 


for one in afflictan. 
eſt receive thy Ah, and be filled with the 
holy Ghoſts: immediately there fell from 
his eyes, as it had been ſcales, — ſuddenly he 
received ſight, aroſe, and was baptized 3 and 
then he received meat and was ſtreng: :hned, 


and ſtraightway he preached Chriſt in the 
Synagogues, that he was that Son of God; ſo 


ttlat all that heard him, were amazed, and 


faid, Is not this he that made havock of wow 
that called on this Name in Feruſalem, and 
came hicher for that intent, Act. 9. 

And now is Saul (thorow the mercy of his 
Savior) of a Perſecuter became a zealous pub- 
liſher of ſalvarion, to be in the name of the 
Lord Jeſus: Wherefore, O my ſoul, tell me 
whether the La which the gr cat Shepheard 
— the hea flock) — to bring his 

9 the 5 Yah fold, be not 


werb 


0 yes, yes it &, for I ant amaed ahi mercy, 
and may with _ cry out,' Lord, what is 
man that thou takeſt ce of bim or the ſon 
n that N eſt account of bim Plal. 


1 1 42 fore if be aſe to ſtrite me ti the 
7 4 pede ; andif be 


earth Jet Saul, WIS fy 
aſe to make want nece 2 meant 70 
bs 3 bis will be done; and if be 
pleaſe to indue my heart with grace, ſo tba. 1 
may bear and obey even bis firſt call, and come 
to him baſtily, and entertain him joy fully; his 
will be done; and if he pleaſe to defer the ma- 
nifcfation of bis mercy * thelaſt Calf and * 
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lenge He coming 


feb Bed bt nome fork 


22. let that cauſe thee 
even tears of blood ; not that I think tears of 
themſelves will gein che favor of being reler- 
buggies aſſuredly, if he finde 


with a truly hambled 
— > = ont Bo jr ſomes him 


with Prayers and tears 3 — 
ſpeak, cry out the deſires of thy ſoul; if not 
cry, ſigh and groan : Fear not, for he under- 
ſtands all the languages of a troubled ſoul, for 
the whole nerd not a Phyſician, but they tha 
we, 13. . it, he ceme 
not to righteous, ſmners to 
. ra foo roar foe 
voice 


mercy, 
_ —— and m_ loden, and 1 wil 


A comfortable comemplation 
fortable things ro my 
» for bi mercy & great, 
come when thon wilt, or bow Show wile, (owe, 
0 oy come quickly. 


Confolation. 


ſoul, an humble ſubmiſſion under 
a Father, is good, 
— — ſo it be ſeconded with re⸗ 
— 


(and ſcapeth 


tee, & pon 


ſach a Fa- 
ble, to weep 


„Come uno me all ye 


* 


Chriſtian may onely chel- 
in this promiſe, for we muſt 
come out of our ſelves to Chriſt, before we 
can finde eite; and that is cauſed by the ſen - 
fibleneſs of the weight and burthen of ſin, and 
the want of ability and ſufficiency in our 


{clyey, 


43. 1. 


ſelves, w-gire the leaſt eaſe or comfort to our 
ſclves, and not of the puniſhment for ſin: 

wherefore, O my foul, ſeek him in whom all 
fulneſs dwells, and whom thou oughteſt a- 
bore all things to love; nay, ſeek; him hie 
it is called to day 3 he loves them that loves 
him, and they that ſeck him early ſhall finde 
him: Save thy age that labor, and remember 
thy Creator in the days of thy youth; leave 
not that great work for ſo weak an eſtate, as 
either old age, or a death-bed is; defer not thy 
repentance to thy laſt gaſp, taking occaſion of 
liberty by his forbearance,ſo turning his grace 
into wantonneſs : Let not Satan — 
thee to defer thy repentance, and that God 
ing an will forgive whenſocvera fin- 


Eyck. 18, 234 27, 28. 
Therefore 


eoke heed thou ſwallow not this 
ercd bair, for thou knaweſt not how. God 
will take a derermined delay, and although he 
hath a power to forgive when he will yet thou 
haft not power to repent hen thou wilt, the 


and there ſhalt thou finde thy 
ſelf often ſummoned to early repentance, ſay 
then with thar holy Prophet, O God, thou 
art my Lord, early will L ſeek thee, Pſaln 


time preſent being onely thine: Search the 
bol — 


O my ſoul, let nothing keep thee from this 
early ſceking of God: Though thou ſhouldſt 
ſee a multirude going in that broad way that 
leads to. deſteuRion 3 yet follow-nottbar mul · 

+...” tude, . 
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titude, left with them thou periſh 3 be not of 
deſpair 8 rhouſand, neither let ſecure preſum- 
n to be in the numher of her 
ten thouſand 3 but as thou tendereſt thy own 
ſalvation, be careful of theſe cunning baits, 
for they are both ſervants to one maſter: He 
thinks he muſt now labor for thee, my poor 
foul, or never, for if thou once recover Hea-- 
ven, thou art out ef his reach for ever: Many 
— muſt expect in this thy pto- 
greſs. N 


Soul. 


Alas, alas, Ts tht time preſent uuely mine ñ 
all paft-rime loſt, and i the e uncertain} 
then, Lord, aſſiſt me in the ſpending of this inch 


time that I may make & large ment 0 
4 —_— . 


mier that will oppoſe me in thy wy; yet, Lord; 
Spear on my fide, and let thy ſtrength be ſeen 
in my. weakneſs, and then I ſhall not fear the 
conqueſt, . 
Conſolation. 


Be not diſcouraged, O my ſouls for through 
that ſtrength that is above thy ſelf; thou maiſt 
prevail and have a glorious victory, for know, 
it is by the of a Chriſt a ſoul muſt 
act; haſten then ro him, and fall dowa before 
him, and cry, Help, O King, O Lord be 
merciful N me a ſinner: e Kir — 
true Faith and Repentance (for they are 
gifts of God) and in faich beg the 3 
Wa . 0 4 5 Q 


LL &. MM. 4 4 


„6 X 


knowledging every 


(for alas, he koows the number and greatneſs 
of them, the time when, and place where e- 
very one was committed, better then thy ſelf}: 
but to ſhew thy obedience to his command; 
where he ſays, He that hideth his fins, ſhall 
not es but he that confeſſeth and for- 
ſaketh them, ſhall have mercy, Prov. 2 8. 13. 

And again, if we acknowledge our ſins, he 
is faithful and juſt to forgive us our fins, and 
a cleanſing from all unrighteouſneſs: Con- 
trarily, if we ſay we have. net ſinned; e 


make him a liar, and his. word is not in ug, -: 


1 Fobn 1. 9, 10. | „ 

Serve thy fins, O my ſoul, as Hexe iab did 
the blaſphemous Letter of Rabſhaketh, ſpread 
them before the Lord, ſaying. Theſe are they. 


O Lord, that cauſed my baniſhment out of + 


Paradice : O theſe they are that made my Sa- 


vior complain his ſoul was very heavy, even 

to deathzmy fins did ſo imbitter his cnp, which » 

made him pray, oo Father; if it be poſſi- 
r 


ble, let this cuꝑ paſs from me: What cauſed 
is bloody ſweat, but my fins ? and for mz 


fins was he deſpiſed, crowned with-thorns, : 
mocked, buffered; Imote wich 8 Ee: 


ſtript in ſcorn,and a robe of deriſion put u 
* 


& 


for oue in afflition. .  _ 
of a believing repenting ſinnner, humbly 2c=, | 
particular lin that thou 
findes regiſtred in thy conſcience ; not, as one 
well obſerves, that he needs thy information 


t in ſcorn and a robe an - 
— j his Gee wa rang me Tonk — 5 
he ſuffered 2.curſed death on the Crols, Gr 
ing cut, My God, my Gol, why haſt bes 
foxmken asf ©. 8 i Y ; 
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parate thee, __ foul, from * beloved, an 
diſ-inberir-chee of che inheritance purchaſed 
by thy Savior + And wilt thou then nouriſh 
ſuch a Serpent in boſom? O no, away, 
away with it, and Bie thee to a Chriſt ; as one 
faich, aice for him at the mercies of his. 
er: im at his own righreouſneſs, 

and at his holy ſufferings, and when thou haft 
and him, make known thy grief, and ſac 
for favor ; ſhew him the wounds that fia hath 
made in thee, how deep and dangerous, nay 
mortal boch to ſoul and body, if nar recover- 
ed by that ſoverai a Balſom the ſacred blood 
of this Lamb of Gad ; make known thy faith 
thou haſſ in him by chy works, corre& the 
errors of thy life, and Gacefally endeavor to 
2 Commandments. O beg a maniſe- 
of his favot to thee, O my ſoal, far 
therein is life: He, as one abſerves, is the 
Seal of the Covenant between thy Gal and 
thee 3 therefore, if thou want thy Seal, thou 
wik want thy aſſurance, and ſo forfeit thy 
eſtate of happineſs in Gods favor, which who 
2 as hazard for more, if is were 
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Bar though thou art not ſufficient of thy 
to think any thing as of thy ſelſ, yet thou haſt 


a God All- ſufficient, walls before: him (O 


my ſoul) and be thou upright, 2 Cor, 3. 5+ 
Gen. 17. 1. | 

For all good muſt come from that bottom · 
leſs fountain of all good 3 the beſt of thy 


Actions are ſo intermixt with ſin, that the eyes 


of this pure God cannot behold them, as from 


thee, without paſſing judgement upon them; 


for none but the righteouſneſs of a beloved 
Son can approach the preſence of a pure Fa- 
ther, which righteouſneſs hy Faith is thine +: 
wherefore pray continually, that he would be 
pleaſed to increaſe and ſtrengthen thy Fab 
in Chriſt Jeſus, who is the Author and f- 
niſher of thy Faith; that in and thoacow him 
he would behold and accept of thee 3 for it is 
be onely that can heal a wounded Soul, and 

quis z troubled conſcience (and. it. is a way 

thats the Lord Jeſus is pleaſed often ta take . 
3s firſt, to cauſe a trouble, and then to appeat 
with healing in his wings; as the Angel, who 
fi tr the waters, and then cured ike 
next that ſteppad in, Fobn 5 4. 


Soul- 


357 
d4dtedꝭ even of bis good plea luxe, bil. 2. * 9 


(4 comfortable contemplation - © 
my faith is mounted, and my foundation d on 
the rock at thy right band. | 


Conſolation. 


O happy are thoſe ends by which iſſues 
the of ſin, and by which 
enters — and ſound health! And, O- 
diſquiet, which is ſeconded with the 
peace of God, which-paſſeth all underſtand- 
Taps FOR. 4-7: And, O _ — : 
t cauſet not to be repented 
2 Cor. 7. ——ů— | is the riches of - 
the goodne(s of God that leadeth thee to re- 
pentance, Ram. 2. 4.) For thou wilt finde joy 
even in theſe teers, and comfort in this grief; 
_— the ſorrow that muſt paſs for cur- 
theſe the tears that God will wipe 
— therefore when thou haſt laid open thy | 
diſeaſe before the and wiſe Phyfician, . 
he will adminiſter fpi Phyfick, even the 
precious blood of his beloved Son, the yertue 
T - ſuch, that one drop rightly apply 
cient to cure the weunds of a world 
8 ales nay, he will not onely cure thee but 
he will alſo crown thee, and make thee 
ker of the glory which his Father hath given 
him, Fobs 17. 22, 
Therefore, O my ſoul, go . 5 


Fully in this thy heavenl 
A ——— 12 


ne that thau haſt not got 
PR nay pup ng, 
on thee his bleſſed armor, and praying con- 

a lor 1 (6ppily of Foce to go on in is 
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ſupporr thee, that eyelt tun with pati- 
— that is ſet before you, and ſo to 
run that you may obtain. DOES 

Remember, as oneſaith; rirkt it is a great 
prize thou runneſt forzthe race no ſhorter then 
thy life 3 thy ſelf the runner, eternal life the 
Crown for which thou runneſt, God and his 
holy Angels the Spectators, Satan, the world, 


and thine own corruptions, are the enemies 


that ſtrive to ſubyert and hinderthee in 
way 3 therefore it ſtands thee upon, to w 
and pray continually, that God would enable 
thee to hold out even unto the end, for to them 
the promiſe of being ſafe is made, Matth. 


erk rheopright man (ah Dau) and 
AU 1 Funn I 5” 
Es end of that man is 


behold the juſts: 
peace, P(al. 37.37. If thou mark him (faith 
one) in his ſetting out, he hath many oppo- 
firions 3 and if thou mark him in his journey, 
heigfull;of tribularions 3 but if thou mark 


him in the coneluſion, the end of that man is 


peace; nay, it is not onely an outward peace 
1 —— 


breach of man; ns I ſaid before; ie b e 


peace of God which paſſeth all underſtanding; 
imbrace then, O my ſoul, that heavenly coun» 
ſel from a heavenly Father, ſaying, Turn you 


unto me with all your heart, and with faſting, 


and wich weeping, and wich mourning, and 


rent your hearts, and not your eloathes, and 


turn unto the Lord your God, for he is graei- 


ons and merciful, ſlom co anger, and of grear: 
kindneſs, and repenteth him of che Al: 


Who 
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way, and that he would be pleaſed to aſſiſt and * 
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Who knowerh if he will return, and repene, 
and leave a. bleſſing behinde him, Joel 2. x 2, 
23. For he is very ready to forgive, Iſaiah 
$5. 7. 
O ceaſe not then day nor night, keep not 
be one of them that are always mind- 
fal of the Lord, give him no reſt. - he bath: 
iventhee that other ſpirit, even a ſpiric to fol- 
low him fully, Numb. 14. 24. 62. 6, 7. 
O my ſoul, ſeek the Lord while he may be 
call upon him while he is near, Iſa. 
35. 6. for the Lord will be @ refuge to the 
poor, a refug refuge in due time, even in affliction: 
2 ſhall not be alway en, the 
the afflicted ſhall net periſh ſor erer, 
fal. 9. 9, 18. ” 


; 4 > 14. 
K n * 
R * 
9 a 
- 
3 
. 


25 ä 0 


The Souls Confelfion. 
Foul. $ 


"oaks (Oy Ga. ee 


* 


- z 


theeto inftcuQ me, | coach ws i ae wag 


— 


The Souls canfiſsiew. 


thu I ſhould go, and ler thine eye guide me 1 
* O fix my eyes of faith, on the true obje& Pſal. 18 
of my Faith, Chriſt Jeſus (for Lord, 1 = 6, 8. I 
I. lieve, help my unbelief) that I may behold 
not "in him thy unlimited love, and let that love 
ad- conſtrain me to behold my ſelf — — 
ah fender 3 for confident I am, nothing but of- 
. * — found in me threfare to _ 
die for ſhelter, hovering $ . 
15 mercy, he being che full and perfoh fact 
Tſe for fia (for ic hath pleaſed thee, that in him 
the ſhould all fulneſs dwell, Col. 2. 19.) and be 
on; onely it is that can preſent me blameleſs be- 
— 1 I unto the, preſenting Eph. : 
* Ia his nam: com: I unto thee, Epb. 1. 4, . 
us deſires of my poor ſoul, beſeeching thee » 4 
ive me repemance toward th (ell and 
ich toward my Lord Jeſus Chri Fer 2 AT. 20.21. 
—— ji geinſt chee, againſt thee onely have I finned, , 
done evil in thy fight, that thou mayeſt 
r „ and pure when | 
x Ochar mine head were full of waters, and Pſal. 52. * : 
mine eyes a fountain of tears, tha I might 3 
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mondean thi 5 — — a leaf, and my 
1 64.6. iniquities; like the w ave taken me away: 
wa And thou, the holy God, knows my mani- 
: fold tranſgreſſions, and my mighty fins, how 
Ama 5. naturally I hate the and love the evil ; 


12. 15. for I have not heard thy voice, I have not re- 
ceived correction, I have not truſted in thee, - 
Zepb.z.2. O Lord, I have not drown near to my God 


therefore let mine eyes caſt out repenting tears 


3 Fer. 9. 18. 222 — as water 2 For wo 


2 Sam, 1.2, can tell whether God will chere) have mercy 


232. on che remnant of my days; and in wrath - 
| Heb, z. 2. remember mercy, ſo that his hand may not be 
. on me for my deſtruction; but hecauſe I have 


provoked my God, and Giſplenſed him that 


made me, and have forgotten him that created 


me, even the everlaſting God, and grieved 


him that nouriſhed me. Therefore the. 


decree come forth, and I be as chaff that 


in a day, & before the fierce wrath of the — 


come, and before the day of the — — 
me, I will, through thy aſſiſtance, ſeek 


kerrt to ſeck righteouſneſs, ak Jowlineſs * 
Aab. 2. if ſobe that I may be hid in the day of the 
2. —— _ ſo _ — x retengtr 
* eyes ot my us, 2 $ | 
 .- worktogerther for my good; but if he ſay, I 
have no delight in thee, bebold, here I am, 
let him do to me 2s ſeemerh good rad 


8 


: Ifrael,” the (dl chm ik in Double, a 
. ritthat is vexcd, crycth untoahee: Hear, O 


"Lords — gow art W 


and 


thee, O Lord, . thee to gire me a 


Yer, o Lord Alan mighty, O Gol of 


The Souls confeſtion, 4 


2nd have pity upon me, becauſe I have ſinned 

before thee : For, O wm pd how juſtly Bara; 3. 
may I take up thy accuſation, and cry, Fa- 1. 2. 

ther, I have — againſt Heaven, and before 

thee, and am no more worthy to be called . 
thine 3 for which (O rig — of. 21. 
thy Commendments have I net wilfully bro- 

on; Iconfeſs, I fliould have given unto thee 

the true God, an undivided heart, but alaſs it 

bath been divided, now ſhall Ibe found faulty, Hoſea 10% 
for the world, the ficſh, and the Divel, bath 3. - 
ſhar d i It, making thoſe thin -Gods which 7 
are not Gods, by my too loving, belie- 4 
ving, truſting, and t&ring them, when thou f 
the Lord — Ged of truth: Thou art 

the living God, and an everlaſting — 

ate vanities, and the work of errors, in th 

time of their viſitatĩon they ſhall-periſh 3 = - Ea 
the portion of Farob is — ſor he 

is the Maker of all the Lord of hoſts is . 10. 
his Name, and it is thy name-onely that 1 10, 15, 16. 


| deſire to knaw, and then J ſhall truſt in thee 3 

1 the thou, Lord; haſt not failed them that ſeek Pſal. 9. 101. 
nee. 12. 

9 confeſs likewiſe, O Lord, I ſhould have 3 

| worſhipped thee onely, and that ſhould have Hr 


Deen according to the rule of thy holy Word, n 

even in Spirit and Truth, drawing near unto ohn 4.4. 
thee with my mouth, and honoring thee with 9 
; | mylips, when 2 hath _ wander- Tſe, 29.13. 

ing, and removed far from thee, and — | 2 
Loward thee was taught by — | Os 
Therefore, O Savior, juſtly maiſt ton. —— — 
But in vaia doſt. thou worſhip me: Whar Mat. 1 $9. 
ture Ito do wich rhe mukirade of won; ſe Iſe, v. rt . 
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fices3 Lam full of the burnt-ofcrings,.: rhey 
nate a burthen to me, I am weary to bear them 

thou haſt ſhown that pure Religion and unde- 

fled before thee, is this, to viſit the fatherleſs 


F7. 


| — — ou For thy 
„ IAS. 9, own lakes own it; and grant 
. . wr that I may ſanRifie thy name, and ſanctiſie 
1 — 
» 1 ö 4 irit de 
. 1 ing, chat whatſoever 1 ſhall do in 
word or deed, I may do all in the 3 
4 
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The Souls confeſrion. 43 
the Lord Jeſus, giving thanks to God, even 4 
the Father, by him. Gol. 307. 4 
Likewiſe, O righteous wn I 3 here 
acknow! e my ſelf bighl Hr th of the 
| breach of thy Arey 3 2 that L 
ſhould — beſtowed it in | boly dariee, con- 
templating on the ways and works of thee my 
great Creator, not turning away my feet from 
Sabbath, 1 will on chy boly 
day, — it a delig — 5 ow | 
crate i us to thee, 3 for great 74 
. : ro every one tha: | keepeth thy Iſs. 58.13 s 
— — it not, ſaying, Them 
| al k bees to mine holy mountain — 
— 7 in mine houſe of Prayer ; 
Sadat bene! failed herein, meg I{e.56, 6a: | 
or agate abt tree fad 

ben 


ehee 3 and 1 have been 2 

1 mt and not à doer, Ie Kc, TY 
ſeech rhee in ant thar I may no-lon- . 
ger be ſo;for I con GE is high rime co awake 

ougof the lep 422 1. 6. 
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2.Cor. 6.2. the days are evil: O be reconciled” unto me 
in Chriſt Jeſus, and then hear me in a time 
Heb. 4- 2 and in the day of falvation ſuccor 
— ö 4 ernte 
ively hry in tion; let it, I 

ſeech — me, — me, correct me, 

? and inſtruct me in eſs, that I 

& Tm. 3. may be perieR.chroughly furniſhed to all good 
16,17, | works. 
| O let it do (in mercy) what thy Wi- 

5 A eee be malt for theghry da 

great Name, and the good of me thy unwor- 


thy ſervant b Kill, O. Lord, at 
bands, a heart to thee fully, ſo that 
may be more careful vf (and in) the perform 


| ance of holy duties then ever 1 have been 3 - 


* on thy fel | 
IN of my eee — | 
= mine, nenohing bx alin ge ro 
Account: But, O Savior: at thy feet I 
do caſt my ſoul, thou onely being able to 
8 male me acceptable to thy Father and mine, 
- and thou haſt commanded me to love thee, and 
1 to keep thy commandments, and to confeſs and 
„ - - forſake my fins, and thou alone canſt give me 
3 ve forodo 3 and of thee I humbly beg it: 
> that I may our of love and obedience to thy 
command, endeavor my utmoſt to pleaſe thee 
in all things. 
| Humbly 
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my ſelf, that thou wilt ſtretch out thy hand 
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Humbly confeſſing my (elf, not onely an 
offender through the of. theſe thy com- 
mands, but acknowledging my ſelf -highly 

vilty of offending in all other} for ales; how 

ar have I been from rendring to all their due, 
tribute to whom tribute is due, cuſtom to 
whom Cuſtom, fear to whom ftar, honor to Rom 13. 
whom honor; and though the fulfilling of the 7, 9. 
Law be briefly comprehended in this, Thou 
ſhalt love thy neighbor as thy ſelf; yet, Lord, 
thou onely knoweſt how far ſhort I come in 
w_ "poi my God, my neighbor and 4 
my ſelf. = 1 

Por if I had loved thee, I ſhould careful- ohn 14. 
dy have endeavored to keep thy Command- 15. 3 
ments, and not wilfully have offended thee in 
any thing; neither ſhould I have diſhonored 
thee by drooping under a baſe diſtruſtfulneſs, 
but true Chriſtian- like, have caſt my burthen 
with-a firm confidence on thee, fully aſſuring 


7 
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and catch me before I fink. 

* eit Ka =_ known - _—_ . 
have truſted in thee onely ; for they S e 

that know thee,; will truſt in 3 What Fſa e 2 
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reater indignity can be done to ty Majeſty, 1 
—— — ſuch Ae hn - 
how juſtly mighteſt chou, O righteous — "im 
barg preſented me with the reward of a 1 
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wilderneſs, and ſhall nor ſee 
comerh,for thou haſt (aid, Curſed be the man 
that truſteth in man, and makecrh ficſh his arm, 
and withdrawerh his heatt from the Lord; but 


Fer. 17. 5, bleſſed is he that truſteth in the Lord, and 


whoſe hope the Lord is, for he ſhall be like a 


tree that is planted by the water, which ſpread- 


eth qut her roots by the river 3 therefore, O 
Lord, to thee I come, that knoweſt che hearr 
to be deceitful and wicked above all things, 
and who onely art the ſearcher of it, be- 
ſeeching rhee to make me a new heart 
and a new ſpirit, that I may return and 
live, for thy ways, O Lord, are equal, and my 
ways are unequal ; and I know aſſuredly, if a 
— be in _ he — = — , — 
ings are paſt away, » all thingsare be- 
come new e therefore heal me, O Lord, and I 
ſhall be whole, ſave me, and I ſhall be ſaved, 
for thou art my praiſe 3 and grant that I may 
no more entertain the leaſt diitcuſtful thought 
of thy greatneſs; alyhough thou art pleaſed to 
defer thy help unto the laſt minute, yet let ir 
be my comfort and delight faithfully to be · 
lieve, and humbly to wait thy bleſſed plea- 
ſure. 2 5 
And grant like wiſe, I beſeech thee, that T 


may no mote (as I have done) offend thee 
through impatience under thy hand; for I 
coafe(s, far have I been from truly reſol- 
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when any good 
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And fine, O gracions Lord; the trying of | 


„„ „ 
done, that chy hend/lics thus heavy upon me, 4 
therefore now, O Lord, tale I beſeech thee my 

life from me)] for it is better for me to die, Fons. 4. 3. 
then to live in a condition chat is not ſultable 
to my minde: So vile was I, but pardon, I 4 
moſt humbly beſeech thee in-Chriſt Jeſus, 0 
what is paſt, ſo that I — — my hand upon } 
my mouth; and though I have once ſpoken, 
yet will I anſwer no more, yea twice, but 
will — no further: For wo unto him Fob 40.-5. + 
that ſtrĩveth with his Maker 3 ſhall I the clay- | 
porſherd ſay to him that faſhioned me, What 14. 45. 9. 
makeſt thou? O no, though I have many 

times highly offended in this kinde, yet give 

me thy grace, and I will do ſo no morez for let 

it ſuffice that what is done, is by thee, that 

doſt all things in great wiſdom, and ſor the 

good of them that love thee: And ſince it is 

thy will ſo to do, let that ſilence all. O that I 8.4 
could reſt in the Lord, and wait patiently for Pſal. 40. t. L 1 
lim, then would he encline unto me, and ang 37. 7. 
hear my cry: O that I could run with pa- 

tience the race that is ſer me, looking 

unto Jeſus the author finiſher of -my 

fairh, who for the joy was (et before him, 

endured the Croſs, and deſpiſed the ſhame, 

and is ſet at the right hand of the throne of 

God: O that I coli conſider him that endu- 1 
red fuch ſpeaking againſt of ſinners, leſt I. „ 
mould be weary faint in my mindez then Neb. 12.2, 2 
ſhould J endure wich patience cotrection from 3, 6. 
ſo merciful and lovieg a Father, who chaſten- * 
ethwhom heloverh, ad chrreBteth evvry' for i 
whom be receiverh 5 | 


* 8 


| w hich bringad 6 ence 2 Let Ibe⸗ 
3 ſeech thee, parience pt perfect work, 
I.. 3. that I may be perfect and entire, lacking no- 
thing; for great cauſe have I to rejoyce in tri- 
bulations, — that tribulation bringet h 
; „ 
N experience „ and t 
ne _—_ therefore, O ri eu 
RD TE 

a of t W t ail 
„ and patience inherits the promiſe. of 
Moreover, O Lord, 1 do bert humbly ac- i m 
knowledge that I have not had that childe like - 
love and affection to thee as I ought, loving i © 
tee even for thy ſelf, and heaven for thee, il 
being zealous for thy glory. * 
that hon haſt ſaid that all things - 
hall work for good to thoſe whom thou ho- 7 
noreſt with the name of Sons; and fince, O = 
Lord, thou baſt given me ſo high a priviledge | 
25 to be called thy childe, give me thy grace 5 
that T ay. from henceforth be an obedient I of 
one, fearing ſo good a Maſter, honor ing fo 5 
1. 6. 15 a Father, and obeying fo dear a Savior; tie 
rather to dic plealing and obeying 482 
thee, then diſpleaſe ot Heber thee in the Y, 
leaching, malls. 0 the 
„ do likewiſe conſe(s,O glorious Lord God, - 
aha I have not been truly bumbled with the & 
llency, and my vileneſs,with of 
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The Souls confeſsion. 

it: Vet have I not given all the glory of the 
free gifts of thy rich mercy to thee onely, but 
(wretchas Iam) I have denyed thy praiie, 
giving part thereof to external things, and not 
onely to thee the eternal God, although I may 
continually (if I will but take notice of it) 
finde the benefit of thy preventing mercies : 
O grant therefore, I beſeech thee, that 1 may 


be truly (and with an humble heart) ſenfible 


of my own inſufficiency to any good, and 
my proanneſsto all evil; for alaſs, thy great- 


neſs knows that the ſeed of all maner of ſins | 


is in my heart, and it is thy mercy it breaks 
not into act ion; for which J deſire true hu- 
miliati.n, ſo that I may appear low even in 


mine own eyes, and walk humbly with thee Pſal. 145. 
my God, for I am but duſt, and thou a great 3. 


Lord, and greatly to be praiſed, whoſe great - 
neſs is unſearchable. 

But withal, I beſeech thee, grant that ] 
may, through faith, behold the all-ſufficiency 
of my Savior, in whom all fulneſs dwells ; 
and by faith take hold and apply his all- ſuffi- 
ciency: his fulneſs, to my poor inſufficient and 
empty ſoul; ſo that I may in faith ſay with 
holy Paul, I am able to do all things through 
the help of Clriſt, which ſtrengthneth me; 


going forward in the ſtrength of my Savior, Fb 
and _— mention of his righteouſneſs, even P 0 
ely. | ; 


of his on | 

I do alſo here moſt humbly acknowledge unto 

thee, a great and wiſe God, my ignorance in 

Siricual things, txough which fin multi- 

tudes have periſhed 3 for alaſs, I have lived. 

in ſome maner _— the true knowledge 
cd 
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God in Chriſt, having my unde:ſtanding f 


diarkned, and being a ranger from the life 


of God through the ignoranc? that is in me, 


worſe then the beaſt; for th. Ox knoweth his 
owner, and the Als his maſters ci ib; bur I 
have not known, I have not under ſtood: Ah 
linful heart laden with iniquity. 


But O my dear Savior, who art a guider 


of the blinde, a Light to them which are in 
darkneſs, an Inſtructer of them which lack 
diſcretion, and a Teacher of the unlearned : 
To theeg to thee I that lack wiſdom do come, 
humbly asking it of thee the all- wiſe God, be- 
ſcecbing thee to inlighten my underſtanding, 
to inſo m my judgement, and to make me 
wile in thy wildom (and ftrong in thy 
ſtrength) ſo that I may know thee, and be 
known of thee in that Son of thy love, for 
whom alſuredly I ſhould think all things loſs 


for that excellent knowledge ſake of Chritt Je- 


ſus my Lord: O. certainly, did J but truly 
know that gift of ( hine O God) Chtiſt Je- 
ſus, my ſoul would give thee no reſt, until 
thou wert pleaſed to give me of that wa- 
ter of liſe, to refreſh and make fruitful my dry 
and barren ſou! 3 nay, ſhouldſt thou ſeem to 
negle& me, and not to anſwer, yer grant that 
I, iying at the feet of thy Majeſty, may cry in 
Faith, Have mercy on me, O Lord, the Son 
of David ; nay ſhould J uſtice plead, ſend her 
away, yet behold thy bowels of mercy plead- 
ing, Iam not (ent but tothe loſt ſheep of the 
houſe of Iſrael ; O Lord, I am a poor and 
wandring Lamb (yong in Chriſt; therefore 
in him a lamb for age) and ſhall be * if 
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to caſt it to whelps, yet Lord, deny me not the 
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thou ſeek and ſave me not: O take me out of 
the mouthes of theſe wolves I meet with in 
this wilderneſs, that they worry me not; and 
grant, dear Lord,that I worſhipping thee may | 
{till cry, Lord help me: Nay, ſhouldſt thou 4 
for my further trial ſeem unkinde, and anſwer, . 
It is not good to take the childrens bread, and 


crums of mercy, increaſing and itrengthning 
daily my faich, that it may grow up until it ö 
be greater, and it be with me as I deſire, which Matth.15.-- 1 
js, O Lord, at thy appointed time to be dil- 
ſolved and to be with Chriſt, which is beſt Phil. i. 23. 
of all; and while I hear live, grant that 1 
may be an obedient childe, not faſhioning my 
ſelf unto the former luſts of my ignorance : 1 Pet. 1. 
Beſeeching thee not to regard this time of my 14. ky 
Ignorance, but ſo to order my heart, that I Aft 17. 
may joyfully imbrace thy Fatherly admo- 320. 
— and be well in remembring my latter he 
end. 

Moreover, O Lord, I do confeſs my ſel[ a .:$ 
greater offender, through mii · pending of m 
precious time, not imploying it in that for 72 
which I was made, which was to glorifie thee SY 
my Maker, but ſeyeral ways have much diſ- Ife. 43. 7. 
honor ed thee in it; and for which, if thun 
ſhouldit call me to a reckoning, I was not ab e Pſal. 7 5+ 2 
— give thee an account of one hour for a thoun 
an 0 ; * 4 

Therefore, O eternal God, take I beſeech 
thee, thy own convenient time, and cauſe me | 
to come unto thee, for they are bleſſed whom Pſa. 653, 
thou chuſaſt : O give me a heart to confider * * ** 
the ſeaſon, chat it is now time that 7 ſhould a- 

| D2 rice 
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riſe from leep, and redeem the time becauſe 


by m l. pending itz but chat each minute thou 
1 art pleaſed here to lend me (to breath in) I 
3 may imply in the works of 1ijghteouſgeſs , 
| ſpesking and proclaiming the praiſes of thee, 
OO n+: God, who onely is worthy to be 
Fr iled. . 

I do likewiſe acknowledge, O righteous 
1 God, that I have highly tranigreſt through 
fu. 73 6. pride, for how hath it compaſt me as a chain; 
7. 1o. O how may it teſtifie to my face: For alaſs, 
it Is a ſin of ancient acquaintance, being the 
firit branch that appears f om that evil root, 
and many times the laſt that we take our 
leaves of; for how do we before ſpeech is gi- 
ven, make ſigns of imbracing this ſin; and 
when we lie languiſhing upon a dying bed, 
| how fain would we have lomething of ſelf to 
= carry with us, when alas, we are but cyphers 
5 at beſt, without our figure Chriſt Jeſus : and 
»£r00, 11. although this fin be accompanyed with o 
Lz. many ſad companions, as ſhame, contention 
Prov. 13. and deſtruction, having a woe attending it, 
10. being entertained but by fools, and liable to a- 
Fa 16.18, baſement, and to be brought low: yet, O 
Ia. 28. 1. Lord, how is both it by my ſelf and o:hers im- 
Fro 14.3. ced, nay made a friend worthy the defend- 
& 29. 23. ing; for alas, few there be that weeps in ſe- 


* 1 
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— 


Fer. 13. that of many hach the preheminence in thy 


127. wrath. g 


= me 


21. my days are evil, and no- more offend thee 


F Dan. 4.37. cret for the pride of heart, although it is a ſin - 


17. batred, and is abomination unto thee, and 
$ Prov, 6. ſhall be as ſtubble to thy conſuming” 


Q 1! erefore, I humbly beſcech thee, ro give 


1 


aL 


re thy grace, that the pride of my heart may Prov. 16. 5: 


ſelves as the eagle, and make their neſts a- 


nothing willingly nor preſumptuouſſy offend 


heard their deſire. 


with thee, my God, ſo that I may no more 
offend thee as I have done, both in this ſin, 


(through infirmity) I am not able to accuſe 


x OI 
„ 
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no longer deceive me; for thou, O great God, 414. 4. 4 
art able to bring them down that exalt them- Obed. 3.4. 


mong the ſtars j; thou canſt level and lay them | 
even in the duſt of death at thy own pleaſures 3 
Fer thou Lord art high, yer bet oldeſt thou P ſal. 138. 

the lowly, the proud thou knoweſt, but it is 6. f 
afar off; to thee therefore I come, that reſiſt- 
eſt the proud, and giveſt grace to the humble, 
beſecching thee to give me grace to ſurmount Fam. 4. 6. 
this and all other ſins, that hereafter I may in | 


thee, O God of mercy; for to him wilt thou I.. 66. 2. * 
look, even to him that is poor and of a con- 4 
trite ſpirit, and trembleth at thy word; thou 
forgetteſt not the cry of the humble, thou baſt 


O Lord, I that of - ſinners am the chief, do Pſal 9. 22. 
humbly beg af thee to behold me in meecy, & 10. 17. 
ſo that I may as the elect of God, holy and Phil. 2. 8. 
beloved, put on the bowels of mercy, kinde- 8 
neſs, humbleneſs of minde, meekneſs, and 
long - ſuffering, continually endeavor ing to Col. z. 2. 
ſerve thee with all humili ß. 4 

O great and glorious-Lord God, whoſe 48.20, 19. 
dwellings are in the higheſt Heavens, and ig : 
the humble hearts of thy dear ones, hear me 
1 1 Jeſus, 5 age fake — the | 
glory of thy mercy) grant the requeſts of my ,.. , © /* 
paor ſoul; Ibich is, — I may walk hum y Mic... 


and in an innumerable many more, which 


D 3 my 


2 ; - : » 9 | 
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my ſelf of, and for which thou mighteſt (if 
mercy had not prevented) long ſince have caſt 
me into that unrecovereble place of torment, 
to have wept and gnaſht my teeth for ever- 
more ; for which merey, I deſire every mo- 
ment to acknowledge my thankfulneſs unto 
thee a God of infinite love, and not onely to 
ſpeak thy praiſe, or here to write them, but 
that they may bs ſo ingraven in my heart, as 
never to be defaced, nor ſo much as ſhadowed 
or eclipſed by the darkeſt cloud of afflition, 
be it what thou pleaſe 3 but that I may look 
through chem all at what I have deſerved, and 
at that unexpreſſible love of Chrift Jeſus 3 
and let that love conſtrain me to love thee a- 
bove all things, giving thee thy own place in 
my heart, there to reign as Lord and King, 
commanding in it what may be moſt for thy 
own glory, beſeeching thee to give me thy 
grace, ſo that I may love and delight onely in 
the obeying of thy commands, and no more 
grieve thy holy Spirit as I have done, nor pro- 
voke thee any longer by my ungratefulneſs, 
through which {in I have much offended thee; 
for alals, how unthankful have I been for a 
numberleſs number of mercies given and re- 
ceived, and for mercies promiſed, for prevent- 
ing mercies, reſtraining mercies, and for thy 
forbearing mercies. | 
Bit aboye all, for that Son of thy mercy 
Chriſt Jeſus, in whom onely is my hope of 
pardon for theſe and all other my fans, for they 


are great and many, and I a poor creature not 


having one mite toward the payment of this 
great lum ; for the leproſie of fin hath Ipread 
ES R - over” 
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fore naked do I come unto thee, O my dear 
Savior, which art my ſurety, and on whom 
help is laid, becauſe mighty and able to pay, 
beſceching thee to cloathe me with thy rich 
robes of righteouſneſs, and to cleanſe my blood 
that is not yet cleanſed; and with thy ſacted 
oyl to cleanſe ſins filthy ruſt, and to make fair 
that image of thine that is deformed, nay 
Lord, detaced through ſin. 

O take away my ignorance and my unbe- 
lief, and receive me to mercy, ſo that I may 
work no more the works of the fleſh, but that 
the fruit of the Spirit may increaſe and grow 
up in me daily, to the glory of thy great 


Name, for thy power is made perfect through Gal. 5. 19. 


weakneſs : O let that power of thine dwell in 
me, that whem I am weak in my (elf, I may 
be ſtrong in thee. | 
And ſince, O Lord, thou haſt made that thy 
delight, that my neceſſity pleads moſt for, weh 
is mercy: Adde, O adde I beſeech thee unto 
the ocean of thy mercies, a heart truly to priſe 
mercies 3 and work, O Lord, in me, a care- 
ful endeavor to do thy holy will fully for the 
time to come: Increaſe thy graces toward me, 
O thou that art merciful and righteous, and 
full of compaſſion, who preſervech the ſimple, 
and ſaveth thoſe that are in mĩſery: Deliver I 
beſeech thee my ſoul fram daath, mine eyes 
from tears, and my feet from falling; ina - 
bling me with thy grace to walk before thee in 
the land of the living: O the hope of Iſrael, 
the Savior thereof in the time ot trouble, be 
D+ _:. 
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over all my actions, and hath made my ſelf 
ani them odious to theg a pure God. There- 


9, 10. 
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Pſal. S 9. 
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Foel.3. 21. 


22. 


2 Cbr. 12. 


Pſal. 1 1. 
14. | 


Pſal. 116. 
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Fer. 14. 
758. 
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Iſa 48. 10. 
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not as a unto me, nor as one that paf® 
ſeth by to tarry for a night; and though mine 
iniquities teſtiſie againſt me, yet O Lord, deal 
with me according to thy Name, for my re- 
bellions are many, and I have ſinned againſt 
thee ;; and though thou here for felicity giveſt 
me bitter grief, yet let ic be thy good pleaſure 
to deliver my ſoul from the pit of corruption, 
and to caſt all my ſins behinde thy back: O 
fine me, and chooſe me in the fornace of af- 
fliction, and love me with an everlaſting love, 
therefore with mercy draw me — —_ 1 
thing is mercy in the time of anguifh an 
— it is like a cloud of. rain — cometh 
in the time of a drought: Therefore, O Lord, 
to the glory of thy great Name, Ideſire to make 
known thy goodneſs and mercies, for through 
this dark cloud of afll ĩction, I confeſs I may 
daily behold from thee a ſweet ſhower of mer- 
cies diſtilling down upon me the unworthicft 
of ibinc 3 1 will then wait continually , and 
praiſe rhee more and more, my mouth ſha} 
daily rehearſe thy righteouſneſs and thy (alva» 
tion, for I know not the number. 

O teach me thy way, O Lord, and I will 


walk in thy truth, knit mine heart unto thee, 


that I may fear thy Name, for great is thy 
mercy toward me: Therefore I will praiſe 
thee, O Lord my God, with all mine heart, 
yea I will glorifie thy Name for ever. 
And ſinee, O Lord, true praiſes requires . 
the whole man, grant I beſeech thee, that my 
judgement may be ſo informed (by thee) that 
1 my rightly eſteem and truly value the rich- 
neſs of thy mercies; and ſo inable and 
then my memory,, that I may treaſure them 
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lighted therewith 3 and open thou my lips, O 


Lord, and my mouth ſhall ſhew forth thy, Pſal. 85. | 


praiſe : O let my mouth be filled with tl. 
praiſes and with thy glory every day, that all 
my life may exprels the rich favors of thee, O 


righteous. God, ſo that my praiſing of thee. 


may not be as ſparks out of a flint, which 
are forced, but as water out of a plentiful 
ſpring, ever flowing; and let all ſelf-· reſpects be 


drowned (I beſeech thee) in the glory of thee 


my God, in whom alone is my beſt being; for 
none can count in order to thee thy thoughts 


toward us 3 I would declare and ſpeak of them, · 


bat they are more then I amable to expreſs. 
Thy mercy, O Lord, reacheth umo the 
heavens, and thy faithfulneſs unto the clouds; 


thy righteouſneſs is like the mighty moun- 


tains, thy judgements are like a great deep: 
I bou, O Lord, doſt ſave man and beaſt, how 
excellent is thy mercy, . O God? therefore 


the children of men truſt under cke ſhadow -- 
of thy wings, they ſhall be ſaiisfied with the 


fatneſs of thine houſe, and thou ſhalt give 


them drink out of the river of thy plealure,. | 
for with thee Is che well of life ; theretote will q ſal. 3 6.6, 


So 67,50 


I confels before the Lord his loving kind 
and his wonderful works before the fons 
men, and offer (acrifices of praiſes, and de- 
clare his works with rejoycing 3 for the Lord 
is. very pitiful and merciful, and will have 

"= „„ _ 


up, that continually and readily I may there . 
finde matter to glorifie thee my God. And 
grant likewiſe, that my will may cvermore be 
reſolving to ſet forth thy glory, and that my 
whole affections may be ſet thereupon, and de- 
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Pſul 49. 5. 


Pſal. 107. 
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Lam. 3. 22. mercy upon his afflifted 3 for it is thy Mercy 
Lord, that I am not conſumed, becauſe thy 
— compaſſions fail not. 
And it is thy mercy, Omy God, that I am 
here to praiſe thee for thy mercies, and that I 
have mercies to praiſe thee for; and it is like- 
. wiſe thy great mercy, that thou art pleaſed 
many times. to make thy rod here a means to 
prevent fire hereafter; for I know, O Lord, 
eternal fire to have tormented me for ever 
was as ſoon commanded by thee, as a rod to 
have cortected me; but thou retaineſt not 
Mic. 5. 18. thy wrath for ever, and why is it but becauſe. 
| mercy pleaſeth thee: For how wert thou pleaſed 
to hover over me with thy wings of mercy, 
even before I: had breathed in thy air; and. 
when J ſucked the breſt, thou didſt there pre- 
ſerve me, when 1 was a childe and ignorant, 
not knowing the right hand from the ſeft, thou 
= didſt ſtill protect me; and thou wert likewiſe 
2712.26. pleaſed to guide me in my youth, ſo that I 
c. 20. 11. was not ſwallowed up, nor periſhed not in the 
Hal. 25.7. heady, ſteep and cragged ways of youth. And 
Tim. 2. thou haſt moreover been pleaſed not to caſt · 
— me off when more years came; and when my 
: ſtrenzth failed, thou didſt not forſake 
me. 
And if it be thy will, O righteous Father, 
to brinz me to an old age, and a gray head, O- 
God, forſak: me not; and though thou haſt 
ſhewed me great troubles and adverſities, yer 
(I beſeech thee). return and revive me, and 
come again and comfort me, ſo will Ipraiſe 
| cheefor thy faithfulneſs, O:Ga1l, my tongue 
b. 71. all Hall talk of rhyrightcoafnels daily 3. for 
RE a thou 


Mae 


thou Mſt brought me down unto the grave, 1 Sam. 2.6. 

and thou haſt raiſed me up, paſt the expecta- - 

tion even of my (elf and others, do I live un- 

to this day, to ſpeak the praiſes of thee my 

God; for the grave cannot confeſs thee, death 

cannot praiſe thee; but the living, the living 

he ſhall confeſs thee, as I do this day: The 

father to the children ſhall declare thy truth, If. 8. 18, 

O thou that art as a hiding place from the 1. 4 

wind, and as a refuge from the tempeſt, as ri- «+ 

vers of water in a dry place, and as the ſha- 

dowof a great rock in a weary land; Look Tſ4.32, 2, 

upon me, and be merciful unto me, as thou 

uleſt to do unto thoſe that love thy Name: Pſal.119, * 

Withdraw not, I beſeech thee, thy tender mer- 13 2. 

cies from me, O Lord, let thy mercy and 

thy truth always preſerve me, ſo that I may be Pſal. 40. 

ſatisfied with the breſts of thy conſolation, 114. 

and be delighted with th: brightneſs of thy ; 

| plory 3 even the glory of thy mercy, which 1/4.66."1 t. .: 
ines moſt clearly. in that Son of thy love 4 

Chriſt Jeſus. 

For how boundleſs. and unlimited is that 
love of thine, that when I was an enemy un- 
to thee through ſin, being a ſtranger, and ig- 
norant of that infinite love of thine in Chriſt, 
that then thou ſhould giye that Son of thy love 

to die for mezthat by the death of that innocent | 
Lamb, Ibeing guilty, might be acquitted and Pſal. 30. 5. 
reconciled unto thee my God; and that fa- Rom. 5. 10. 
vor purchaſt for me, wherein is life; and of ꝓohn 17. 
a ſtranger made a friend, of a ſervant of fin, 114. 
made a ſervant to thee a glorious God; and Col.r 21. 
through the great and honorable Eſpouſal of Rom. 5. 20. 
thy enely Son (by faith) made thy ny 22. 

Lg 


” + ＋ 


6 -TheSoulsconfeſsion. 


Kom 8. 17. heirs annexed with thine and our beloved, 
whoſe love was ſuch, that he willingly and 
freely took on himielf the heavy burthen of. - 
fin, and the wrath due thereunto, under which 
my ſelf and the whole world had ſunk eternal 
ly, if he had not undertook, it that was migh-. 
ty, and had. the power of the Almighty to 
ſupport him; and who onely was able to ſa- 
I tisſie to the utmoſt, impoſing on me his eaſie. 
AItih. 11. 5cke and his light burthen, which, is love and 
2850. obedience; and which to a ſoul truly inlight- 
Fohn 14. nell with the love of a Savior, is both a joy & a 
1. - delight. O therefore let this love of thine, dear 
Pſal. 119. Savior, conſtrain me to be what thou wouldſt 
36.97.34 have me to be (for unutterable is the benefit 
5747, 705 received by chis love) and grant that I may 
27174. die daily in my love and affections to all 
Kom. 7. 22. things under the Sun, and live and love onely 
b thee and thy Commandments, giving over all 
> Cor, 5.7. other liſe but the life of Faith; and thou 
1 here is no other joynture to be expected wih 
Rom. 2.4, thee, O Savior, but the Croſs, yet I beſeech 
5 thee, whatever thou ſhalr pleaſe here to deny 
me, O deny me not thy ſelf, and then I ſhall 
be truly happy. And grant, O righteous Fa- 
— ther, that I may not deſpiſe rhe riches of thy 
Tim. 2. bountifulneſs, und patience, and long - ſuſfer- 
£5 ance, knowing that the bountifulneſs of thee, - 
F. O God, leadeth me to repentance; for Lord, 
r. 17. 9, it is thy gift, for I do humbly acknowledge my 
o. heart to be deceitful and wicked above all 
dl 5,16. things, and thou art the ſearcher of it; O 
ſearch it, try it and frame ic to thy moſt holy 
will, To thzc I may walk in the ſpirit, and not 
fulfil the luſts of the fleſh 3 ang let the mea - 
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ſure of thy graces in my hear be, what thy "I 
great wiſhes thall think fit; ſo they — 
there reign, and in my life appear in the truth 
of them to thy glory, (ſaying in ſaith Bleſſed. - 
bo God, even the Father of our 1 ord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Father of mercy, and God of all 
comfort, which comforted me in all my tribu- 
lations; ſo that I may be able to comfort 
them which are in any affliction, by the com- q 
fort wherewith my. ſelf is. comforted of 2 Cor. 1a 
5 | | » 4+ 
For though Tam afflicted on every fide, yet g 
am I not in diſtreſs; though I doubt. yer- 1 
deſpair not 3 if .perſceured, yet not forlaken; 
and though caſt down, yet I periſh not; and 
if the outward man ſhould periſh, yet O ho- 3 
ly Father, renew daily the inward man, fo cory nn! 
that I may. count my affliions. here, which 0 * 22 
are but for a moment, light, waiting with 2 2% 
faith and patience, for that moſt excellent ane 4 
eternal weight of glory 3 not looking on the 
things that are [cen which are temporal , 
but on the things that are not ſeen, which 
are eternal. | | 
And though there was a time when I was 
without Chriſt, having no right or title to 
the Commonwealth of Iſrael, but was a 
ſtranger from the Covenants of Promiſe, . . 
and had no hope, and were without God in 
the world, but now in Chriſt Jeſus 3 I which 
was ence far off (I beſeech thee: each day) - 
to make nearer by the Blood of Chriſt, for xg 15 
he is my peace, and he is able only to 
of .twain, one new man in himſelf, that he 
migbrreconci le both unto God in one body by 
bis - 


» 
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his eroſs: O then I humbly intreat thee, ae- 


— the riches of thy glory, to ſtrength- 
en me by thy Spirit in the inner man, that 


Epb. 3. 16. Chriſt may dwell in my heart by faith, that I 
may be filled with the knowledge of his will, 
in all wiſdom and ſpiritual underſtanding , 


tha I might walk worthy of the Lord, and 
pleaſe him in all things; being fruitful in all 
good works, and increaſing in the knowledge 
of God, ſtrengthned with all might through 
* power, unto all patience and long 
fuffering, with joyfulneſs; giving thanks un- 
to che Father, which hath made me meet to 
be partaker of the inheritance of the Saints in- 
light, who onely can deliver me from the 


power of darkneſs; and tranſlate me into the 


kingdom of his dear Son, in whom I had re- 


demption chrough his blood, that is, the for- 


giveneſs of ſins; therefore unto him that is 
able to do exceeding abundantly, above all 
that I ask or think, according to the power 
that worketh in me, Be praiſe in the Church 


by Chriſt Jeſus, throughout all generations 


for ever. Amen. 
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for oue in affliction. 
Conſolation; 


As is ſaid, Good and upright is. the Lord, 
therefore will he teach ſinners in the way, It 
is made good to you, O my ſoul, for bis Scho 
lar T hope you are, and by his power I deſire 
you may act, I wiſh daily increaſe of his teack- 
ing, and a holy improvement of every mercy, 
ſo Hall you be able to comfort others which 

are in any trouble, by the comfort where with 
you are comforted of God, 2 Cor. 1. 4. But 


now for a further comfort and incouragement 


to truſt God in all conditions, conſider him in 
theſe his three attributes, his Wiſdom, Power, 
and Mercy 3. And firſt for his Wiſdom and 
Power; To whom ſhall 1 ſend thee to learn 
the wiſdom and power of this great and ex- 
cellent God (and to ſhame the wilful igno- 
rance of man) but to the beaſt? Ask now the 
beaſts, and they ſhall teach thee, and the 
fowls of the Heaven, and they-ſhall tell thee; 
or ſpeak to the earth, and ir ſhall ſhew you; or 
the fiſhes of the Sea, and they ſhall. declare 
unto thee, who art ignorant of all cheſe ; but 
that the hand of the Lord hath made theſe, 


in whoſe hand is. the ſoul of every living - 


thing, and che breath of all mankinde ; wi 


him is wiſdom and ſtrength, he hath counſel :. 


and underſtanding 5. Behold, he will break 


down.:and ic cannot be built, he ſhutteth a 

man up, and he cannot be looſed; behold, 

he with-bolderh the waters and n a 
_ It 
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but when he ſeudeth them out, they deſtroy 
the earth; with him is ſtrength and wiſdom, 
by which he created our of a. lump of dark 
deformiry this world, and ali things therein, 
by the mighty power of his Word; then God 
ſaid, Let chere be light, and there was light, and 

God (aw the light that it was good, and God 

ſeparated the light fromthe darkneſs, Gen 2. 


25355 


O how wonderful and unconceivable is thñge 
wiſdom & pover of this great God. who out of 
nothing bur aconfaſed heap of darkneſs, could 
bring ſuch an admirable thing as light, with- - 
om which, all things under the Heavens would · 
be as ſad as darkneſs could make them : I find 
when the holy Ghoſt would expreſs a ver y fad - 
condition, or pronounce a very heavy ſentence, 
darkneſs hath the preheminence, uſhering in 
grief and ſorrows, and ſometimes death it felf: 


The Preacher ſpeak 


ing of riches, ceſerved-co 


the owners thereof their evil-((airh he) Theſe 
riches periſh by evil travel, and he begettetn 
a ſon, and in his hand is nothing; all his days -: 


hecateth in darkneſs with much 
His ſorrow, Eccl. 5.6. 
Obſer ve how oft ꝙob repeats 


grief, and in 


darkneſs in the 


curſing of his birch-day, as if that were even 
— very worſt of evils: In the 


, God reſerves darkneſs for 
it ſelf (as if death and darkneſs could 
not be far aſunder) Exod. 10.21, 22. 


an. 
Ef er 


O certainly, that break-faſt muſt needs be - 
lad, chat hath darknefs for the ſhore: for aſſu- 
redly, did a nan enjoy all that erer was erea- 
ted, wanting anely the enjoyment of this 


days. - 


fir one in Aflictions- 


days work, all the reſt would ſeem but uncom · 
fortable comfortsʒ for to be ina continual dark 


neſs, may well be called, The night that was 
inzollerable, and that came out of the dun- 
geon-of hell: which is inſupportable, }3ſcx7. .. 


13. 
Soul: 


rf the want of light onely be fo intollerable, 
how are many of Gods children (upportcd that 


other outward comforts. 


are > into dungeons and want not onely light, 


Conſolation: 


To this I briefly anſwer, That God hath, 
out of his infinite mercy, ſo linked himſelf 


to le by his faithful promiſes, that where his 


good pleaſure is to give a true faith to lay hold 
upon thoſe promiſes, there is a great miri 
tion of the extremity of any affliction * 2 
the darkneſs hideth not from the Lord, but 
the night ſhinerh as the day; the darkneſs and 
light are both alike, Pſal. 139. 12. Fear nor, 
(airbthe Lord, for T*che Lord thy God, the 
holy one of Iſrael, thy Savior, am withahes; 
Iwill make darkneſs light before them, and 
crooked tbings ſtraight, thoſe things will I 
do unto them, and not forſake them, Tſaiab 
41. 16. | | 
Though the Lyons do lack and ſuffer hun- 
ger, yet they which ſeek the Lord ſhall want 
Pal. 34. 8, They have 


a 


SP 


nothing that is good 
the preſence of goodnels it ſelf with * 3 
2 8 
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the Lord is nearumoall that call upon him, 
yea, to ail that call upon bim in truth, Pſalm 
145.138,19. For he is faithful, which will not 
ſuffer you to be tempted above that you be 
able but will even give the iſſue with the tem- 
ptation, that ye may be able to bear it, 1 Cor. 
10. 13. | | 
We know that all things work together for 
the beſt unto them that love God, even to 
them that are called of his purpoſe, Rom. 8. 
28. The man that was experienced in the 
gopdneſs of the Lord, invites thee to taſte 
how gracious he is, pranouncing them bleſſed 
that truſt in him: And are not theſe promi · 
ſes like flagons of the richeſt wine to tay and 
comfort thee witb, 2 


„ i Goal. 


| O yes, methinks theſe faithfully believed, 
etre able to revive, a drooping ſoul, and to keep 
it from ſinking in aſſlictions. 


Onſet 


It will, O my ſoul, for know, The promi- 
/ ſer is no leſs then the Lord that is good, and 
as a ſtrong hold in the day of trouble, and he 
knoweth them that truſt in him, Matth. 1. 7. 


- 


He is the King of glory, the Lord ſtrong and 


mi guys he formed the light, and created dark- 
neſs, Iſa. 45. 7. even the Lord of all the earth, 
to whom all creatures, both ſenfible and inſen- 
ſible yield obedience, but rebellious man; for 
you have heard when he was pleaſed to yy 
45 mand 
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mand light out of darkneſs, it was ſo 3 and 
again, when it was bis pleaſure to command 
darkneſs to take the place of light, it was not 
diſobedient to his commiſſion 3 for he biddi 

his ſervant Moſes but ſtretch forth his hand to- 
ward heaven, and there was a black darkneſs 
in all the land of Egypt three days; nay, and 


' this darkneſs muſt alſo be bounded, for it muſt 


not be an univerſal darkneſs over the whole 


earth (it muſt not go beyond the commiſſion) 


but onely in Egypt, and there is a corner in 
Egypt muſt ſcap t too; for the land of Goſhen 
where the children of Iſrael are muſt have 


light, Exod. 10 22, 23. And is this to be done 


by any power leſs then an infinite, and this 
was his fir ſt days work, Gen. 1. 3,4 5. 


Soul. 5 N 
Ono, infinntely c thy miſdom and 0 
- God, Sd 2 work, — 


and governing of it, and great is the bene 
we enjoy by it, infinite is the praiſe and thanks 
due unto thee for it; therefore I humbly deſire 
the great God of light, in whom i no dark- 
neſs, that he wuld be pleaſed to give me 
grace tu ſeebis mercyin it, and is praife his 
name for it, preventing the light even in my 
praiſe, that when it ſhall break forth upon me, 
it may finde my-mouth filled with bis praiſe, and 
with his glory every day, Pial. 71. 8. for great 
iᷣ the Lord, and moft worthy to be praiſed, and 
bi greatneſs is incomprebenſ#ble, Plal. 145. 


, Con- 


For ene in Afflictieu. 67 
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Conſolation. 


Secondly,no leſs wonderful is the wiſdom and 
power of the Lord ſeen, in the ſeparating the 
waters that are beneath, from the waters that 
are above in the clouds, which he was pleaſed 
by · his mighty power to uphold from over- 
whelming. the whole earth; for bis power 
over this his creature, and the obedience of 
this his creature to him, as Lord and Sove- 
. Taign, we may ſee in the execution done at his 
command upon the ald worlds for he com- 
manded, and tke rain was upon the earth for- 
ty days and forty nights: — prevail- 
ed ſo exccedingly upon the earth, that all the 
high mountains tharare under the whole hea- 
ven, were covered; then all fleſh peniſhed that 
moved = the earth, every thing in whoſe 
{noſtrils che ſpirit of life did breath, hatſo- 1 
ever there were in the dry land they dyed; ! 
Noah onely remained, and they that were 
| 
| 


P ern . 
NE re dr eds ne 122 2 
* ” : "Pf N * 3 8 
: ** 9 
i 
* 


. Ju bt eee. 


with him in the Ark, Gen 7, 19, 22. 
: Here is his power ſeen in the abundance of 
. rain : Moreover, behold his power in the 
reſtraint of it in lias his time, who prayed 
carneſtly that it might not rain, and ir rained | 
not on the earth for three years and fix 
moneths; and he prayed again, and the hea- 
vens gave rain, and the earth · breugh forth 
her fruit, Fam. 5. 17,18. | 
Likewiſe at his the hardand craggy 
rocks ſhall be as a fountain of water to refreſh 
and comfort his, Numb. 20.11. Forth of the 
JI bone of an Aſs ſhall iſſue waters to re- 


vive 


for one in affliction.” 
ue the ſpirits of a fainting Sampſon, Fudg. 
15. 15,19. So great and powerful art thou, O 
Lord: And this was his ſecond days work, 
and Gen. 1. 67,8. 


that Soul. 


ver ¶ O the Heavens declare the glory of God, and 
wer the firmament ſheweth the work of hi bands $ 
off day unto day uttereih the ſame, and night unto 
ve · ¶ night teacheth knowledge, Plal. 19. 1, 2. The 
his heavens, even the beauens are the Lords, there- 
"m- | fore will I give bim glory that hath made the 
oe: * bis throne, as the earth bis fostſtool, 
ail- Ila. 66. 1, 


Con ſolation. 


Thirdly, Behold bow great and wonderful 
the power and wiſdom of the Lord appears in 
the gathering together the waters that are un- 
der. che heavens into one place, ſhutting up 
the Sea as it were with doors, ſaying, Hither- 


ef to ſha]t thou come, but no farther, and here 


he © ſball- it ſtay thy proud waves 38.11. 
ed Thou haſt Placed the SE the bounds 


ed of the Sea, by the perpetual decree that ir can- 


ix net paſs it, and though the waves thereof do 
a- | rage, yer can they not prevail, though they 
h roar, yet can they not pals over it, Fer. 5. 22. 
until the day.and night come to an end, Fob 
pv 26. 10. The Sea is calm by his power, and 
h by his underſtanding, he ſmiteth che, pride 
ne thereof, ver. 12. 3001 
- | oul. 
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Soul. 

But I do read when this great Lord «Admi-« 

ral was on the Seas, the winds did riſe, the 

waves did daſh into the ſhip, ſo that it was 

full. : | 
Conſolation, 


Jou likewiſe reade it was when he was aſleep, 


for beingawaked, it was no more with him, 


then Peace and be ſtill, and the winds did 
ceaſe, and there was a great calm, Math. 
4. 39. 

6 ſure my ſoul, this is to teach thee that 
there is notrue peace nor ſafety; when thy 
great Protector but ſeems to ſleep, no calm but 
forms, no joy, but ſad di ſtemper in a rigme- 
ous ſoul, when he is pleaſed to withdraw his 
comfortable preſence from it, or to vail him ſelf 
as it were from the ſighs of a gracious ſoul. 


Soul. 


rberejere my humble requeſt is, That what- 
ſoever the ſtorm is that here ſhall fall upon me, 


| yetchat be would be pleaſed is be near 10 com- 


fort and ſupport me in it, and to rebuke it, that 
it may not over -whelm me, and then Idread not 
what ſtorm I am in; for I ſee if be but (ay, 
Peace and be ſtill, it ſball be ſo. 


Conſola. | 
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Conſolation. 


We It is true all ſtorms are obedient to his com 

he mand, his power by them is not uſurpt, but 
a5 | obedience yielded to his commiſſion; if he 

but ſpeak, their ſpreading nature is bounded, | 
and they mount up as walls on either hand, 

rill his choſen ones be paſt; for Moſes being 
commanded by him, did but ftrerch forth his 

p; hand upon the Sea, and the Lord cauſed the 
n, Sea to run back by a ſtrong caſt wind all the 
id night, and made the ſea dry land, for the wa- 
h. ters were divided; then the children of I ſrael 

went thorow the midſt of the ſea upon dry 

at ground, and the waters were a wall unto them 
yon the right hand and on the left: But when 
ut the preſumptuous Egyptians preſumed to tra- 
e- vel this new high-way, not having this great 
is | Majeſtics commiſſion to ſhew for their paſiage, 
nothing leſs then ruine could be expect ed, and 
ruine did follow. | The 


Sul. | * 


. I may ſay with Job, it is the Almighty, we 

e, cannot finde him out, he is excellent in power 
and in julgement, and abundant in juſtice; ks 

u man therefore fear bim, Job 37.23. Fraiſe bim 
ot in his mighty acta, Pſal. 150. 2. | 


Conſolation, 


For he did but ſay, Let the dry land * 
pear, and ir was ſo; likewiſe he ſaid, Let the] 
| eee 
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earth butldorch the bud of the herb that (ced* 
eth ſeed, the fruitful tree which beareth fruit 3 
and the earth brought forth the bud of the 
herb, alſo the tree that beareth fruit, and God 
ſaw that it was good. | 
O the infinite power and wiſdom of the 
mighty God of «cob, that aſſoon as the word 
went forth, the work was incontinently made, 
for immediately great and innumerable fruits 
did ſpring up 3 divers pleaſant fruits for taſte, 
and flowers of uachangeable colour to delight 
the fight, and odours of a moſt wonderful 
ſweetneſs to xeireſh the ſmell: Neither the 
colour nor ſcent of earth is either delightful 
er pleafing, yet to ſee that by the power and 
wiſdom ot God it ſhould produce ſuch variety 
of delightful and uſeful things, things fo 
much differing from their — 2 earth, both 
in beauiy ſweetneſs, as is admirable to 
conſider of 5 aſſuredly to come into a field la- 
den with the blefling of God, or a garden 
richly deckt with natures beauty, will afford 
large marter for heavenly contemplation 3 to 
conſider that if the great Creator, out of bis 
great treaſury, gives to theſe bis inferior ſnort- 
lived creatures, that to day is, and to morrow 
is caſt into the oven; «> hath but a ſhort 
ſeaſon to flouriſh in, and then muſt lie con- 
cealed within the root, and that root hid with; 
in the bowels of the earth, until the appoint- 
ed time that it muſt break forth and ficuriſh 
again; and yet theſe to have ſuch ſweetneſs, 
ſuch beautiful cloathing, that Solomon in all 
| his glory, was not arrayed like one of the li- 
lies of the field, Marth.6.29. 
7 15 What 
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for one in affliffion. + 
What ſweerneſs, what beauty, what glory 
is in his treaſury, for thoſe that love him arid 
keep his Commandments : nay, Behold, O 
my ſoul, and thou ſhalt ſee this God of good- 
neſs cauſe rhe earth to bring forth wine that 
maketh glad the heart of man, and oyl to 
make the face to ſhine, and bread that ſtreng · 


theneth mans heart; he cauſcth like wiſe grass 


to grow for the cattel, and herbs for the ule of 
man, Pſal. 104. i 5. 

For what herb or plant almoſt is it, that 
ſerves not either for meat or medicine, each 
one having a particular vertue; and that vertue, 
that beauty, that ſweetneſs, derived from that 
bottomleſs Fountain of goodneſs, the great 
Creator, one that neither time nor ſeaſon al- 
ters, for he is one and the ſame for ever, a God 
that changes net, Mal. 3. 6. a God that bath 
allpower, all wiſdom, all goodneſs in full per- 
fection, who did but ſpeak, and all things were 
made of nothing; and who need but call for 
2 drought upon the land, and upon the moun- 


tains, upon the corn, and upon the wine, up- 


on the oyl, and upon all that the ground bring- 


eth forth; and the heaven over us will ſtay 


it ſelf from dew, and the earth ſtay her fruit, 
we looking for much, and loe it came to li:tle, 
Hag. 1. 11. 3 
Nay, and when that little ſhall be broug bt 
home, if the Lord but blow upon it, ha 
will it conſume and melt away, for he can in- 
creaſe and abate the fruit of the earth at his 
own pleaſure z as inthe ſeven plenteous years 
when the earth brought forth ſtore, Gen. 4 5,6. 
And theſe years of plenty being peſt, a 
| B | feven 
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ſcven years famine was called, wherein was 


neither ear ing nor Harveſt, Gen, 45. 6. For 


alala, if he but ſay to the fig-iree, Never fruit 


grow on thee henceforwares 3 it is enough to 
- Cauſe a preſent withering even from tti root, 
AMartb. 21 11. For he is the Lord, the ever- 

laſting Gd, whoſe go dneſs, beauty and 
bounty, thou mayeſt with Z echariah proclaim, 


Zech 9 17. And this was his third days wo, 


cn 1. 10,112. 


Soul. 


O riębteom Lord, I beſeech th e, to each me + 


with the Apoſtle, in all eſtates to be c ment f r 
he was inſtructed bath to he full, and to he hun - 
gry, and to abound, and to have want; for ſays 
be, I am able to do all things through the help of 
Cbriſt which ſtrengihneth me, Phil. 4. 12, 13. 
and for my comfort 1 heave the ſame ¶ hriſt, and 
thou þ ſt the ſame power, if thou pleaſe, out of 
the riches of thy mercy io give me the ſame faith; 
Fr every good giving, and very per fed gift is 
from above: Therefore to the mighty God, 


the everlaſting Father, the Prince of peace, 


ive T eve more; and let all things 
— Fred ooh the Lord, for he commanded 
and they were created, Plal. 148. 5. For great 
8; owr Lord, and great is his power, his wiſdom 
+ inne, Pſal. 147. 5. N 


Conſolation. 


Fourthly, was made monifeſt ebe iphty 
power and wiſdom of the Lord; in | 
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and go ern ing his. two great and glorious 
Lighis, placing them in the heavens (iprink- 
ling the vaſt places of thoſe heavens with 
ſtars, as with ſmaller lights) to ſhine upon the 


earth, and to ſeparate the light from darkneſs, 


and to be for ſigns and ſealons, for days and 
years; committing to either of them a parti 
cular charge, as the great to rule the day, and 
the leſſer to rule the night 3 which chaege th 
execute with diligence , running their cout 
with (wiftneſs, not reſting uneil? they come to 
their appointed ſtation, and according to his 


great command ariſeth on the evil and the 


ö good, Marth J. 45. n | 
They impart freely of their brightneſs to 
all, and with it chear both ſenſible and inſen- 
ſible creatures, knowing him as their Lord 
and Soveraign, to — command they are 
obedient: For when his greatneſs was plea - 
ſed to hear the. voice of man, ſay ing, Sun, 


fly thot in Gibeon and thou Moon, in the 
valley of Ajalbn; the Suit abode, and the 
Moon Rood ſtill, the Sun abode in ihe midſt 


of the heayens, and haſted not to go down 
for a whole day; and there was no day like 
that before it, nor after it, that the Lord heard 
the voice of a man, Foſb. 10.1 z. He did alſo 
at the prayer of I ſciab the Prophet, bring a- 
gain the ſhadow ten degrees back, 2 King. 
20. 11. 8 ages 

And may we not fear and wonder at this 
great power and wiſdom, that commands both 


Sun and Moon, and they obey, hit her it be 
to tand fl] or to go back, it is dene, or to 
lay aſide her glorious beams and to put on 

— V1 
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daikneſs as a mourning - garment, as at the 
lad ſufferings of the Lord of life it did, for 
they. are obedient, and ready to execute, 
the command of their Maker: And this was 
his fourth days work, Gen. 1. 14,15. 


Soul. 


O will praiſe ibe Lord all the days of my 
life, and praije ye him O Sun and Moon, praiſe 
ye him all bright ſtars, Pſal,148.3. for be is 
great, and doth-wondrou things; be is God a- 
lonc, and there is none that can do like his works, 
Plal.86. He is God the great and mighty whoſe 
Name 4 the Lord of hots, grcat in counſel, and 
mighty in works. - Ty 


Conſolation, 


Fifthly, Thizgreat God of power and wiſ- 
dom commanded the dumb waters, and with- 
out life, to bring forth living things, 2 Eſdr. 
6.48 which they did in abundance 3 the gteat 
whale, and every thing living and moving, 
which the waters brought forth according to 
their kinde, and ever feathered foul ; and he 
did bleſs them, — a them to increaſe and 
multiply, which command they obey 3 for. 
belides thoſe things, he hath been plcaſed to 
impart to man, aſſuredly there is a numberleſs 
number of rar ties hid within the ocean; for 
ſhould he but call unto the depths to produce 
ou: of their treaſure his concealed; wonders, 
it would proclaim him to be what ig. Fed he 
is, even a wonder-working God, that doth 

; == F great 


For one in affliction. 


great things and mighty 3 for this Sea is great 


and wide, and therein arethings creeping in- 
numerable, boch {mall beaſts and great, Pſal. 
X04! 25% 2 an 5d wel 
Therein is that great monſter hoöm he 
krach made to play therein, who is ſo ſierce that 
none dare ſtir him up; yet the mighty Gd 
ob Jacob rules in chief, tor he commands this 
Monſter, and he obeys; who is he that can 
Rand before him ? for ꝙonab being caſt into 
the ſea,” he prepares a Whale to ſwallow him 
vp; and to tetain him in his belly three days 
end three nights ; and when he ſpake unto the 
fiſh, it brought and caſt him upon the dry 
tand, fonab 1.17. aad 2. 10. | 
He can likewiſs at his pleaſure. make even 
the fiſh his privy purſe-bearer 3 for when he 
was to pay tribute ot poll-money, he did bur 
ſay unto Peter, Go tothe ſea and caſt in an an- 
gle, and take the ſirſt fiſh that cometh up, 
and when thou haſt opened his mouth, thou 
ſhalt finde a piece of twenty pence, that take, 
and give it unto them for me and thee, Maith. 
17. 27 and it was done. © 7 SB 


Soul, Ny ne) 


Thi King of glory bad not bi cram 12 
coffers to 7 to. although the whole world, an 
her ric hes were at hit ſervice, if he hal plea · 


ſed io haue comnunded is. 
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Con folation. 


No, he [:ndsrothe ſwelling Ocean, where 

none comminds but-himſelf, and out of that 
treaſury he commands but for his preſent uſez 
although that fiſh could: allow to the ſhore 
thouſands, ſo well as a piece of twenty pence, 
having but his commiſſion to ſhew for it: Bur 
alas, he regards. not the rich mans God, and 
although his provideuce is an univetſal provi- 
dence, — iv ſelf even to the meaneſt 
of his Creatures 5 85 allowing to the Foxes 
holes, and to rhe birds of the heaven neaſts, 
yet the Son of man hath not whereon to reſt 
bis EIT 20. 


Soul. 


Why was 5 geen a Mf y a wh Lord 
(t: bat makes heaven his = — — earth. * 


vo- it 001) ſo unnrouidod 
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Conſolation. 


Becauſe his Kingdom is not of an wor ld, 

A E 
pomps, in 85 

bis work being finiſped, hig prayer 1b No' 
elorifie me, thou Father, with thine own ſelf, 
with the glory which J had with thee before 
the vorld. Was, 17. 4, 5. For nothing 
leſs. then God the Father can content God _ 

N12. 


Pio one in affliction. 
Son, nor nothing leſs then God ihe Son can 


content a gracious ſoul 3 alas it is reſtleſs till 
it finde him in whom it delighteth. 


Soul. . 

Ic nfeſs there is no true content, but in him 
whoſe power is able to command all things; botb 
in the heavens, the earth, and the ſeac, and they 
fhall obey bim: Oh 1 I beſecch him to cauſe 
me, (which am his own by ri abt) to lave an de- 
tight in bim abave all things, to ſerve and 
obey him in all things; O pleaſe thy 0 
Lordyiu owning thy right & Neaſure me, male 
me what thou wouldſt haue me and then in mer- 
cy own whas theu haſt made : I bejcech thee na 
to ſuffer me, which am the image and glory of 
m Maher, 10 be ant ſtript in my obedience to 

tec by thy inferior creatures; for who direct- 
&h the heart to come unto thee, luu thy felf, Jer. 
30. 21. Job 36. 22, For I bat am compoſed 
of nothing but corruption, and diſpoſed to no- 
thing bu wickedneſs, cannot love nor come un- 
to ihee that irt per ſect goodne(s , unleſs thou 
pleaſe to lead or draw me unto thee: O let it 
js _ ”% _-_ me, end 1 
| acrifices of trate: t gi vin 
_ thee, and ſet forth all thy wondero; —_— 
Pſal. 26. 7. 5 | 


"Conſolation. 


Now, O my ſoul; as the depths have pro- 
claimed the Lord to be wonderful in power 
and wiſdom, ſo rhe fowls of the heaven do 
alſo declare the ſame, for ir is his great wiſ- 
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dom, that hath given pleaſant wings unto the 
Peacock, and fo rich cloathing unto the O— 
ſtrich, depriving him of wiſdom, and giving 
him no part of underſtanding z by his wiſdom 
rhe hawks do flie, ſtretching out their wings to 
the ſouth ; at his commandment the Ea- 
gle mounts up, making her neſt on high, ſpy- 
ing for meat afar off, Fob 39. 

He hears the hungry cries of the forſaken 
Ravens, and feeds them, giving them meat in 
due ſeaſon, Pſal. 145, And although: they 
have neither Barns nor Store-houſes, as one 
ſays, with proviſion for a future time, nor 
knowing where to make ro morrows meal, nor 
where to pick up their next corn; nay although 
they are deprived of that which ſhould chiefly 
* a Chriſtian, even the rich promiſes 

the God of truth, yet they fing and make 
mulick both to themſelves and others; when, 
O my ſoul, diſtruſttul man under more appa- 


rent means droops,) for if his wants be not 


ſpee lily ſapplyed, how ſai and diſcontented 
will he walk, how deje Qed and caſt down will - 
his ſpirits bez nay, many times a ſuppoſed 
want or a ſuppoſed danger, takes ſuch hold, 
that it drowns the thoughts of former received 
comforts and deliverances, ſo depriving God 
of his praiſe, and themſelves of the comfort 
that comes by former experience, cauſing (ad 
apprehenſions in the ſoul, and many times 
cauſleſly, proving hut ſuppoſed, nzver com · 
ing to the growth of either want or datiger, 
but vaniſhing before it be either ſeen or felt, 
being prevented by an over-ruling power : 
But O pieviſh maa, rather then thou wile 

| wait 


4 


for ene in af flition. 
want diſcomforts to build diſtruſt on, thou 
wilt frame them in thy thoughts afar off, ma- 
king them grounds of diſcomfort, which in- 
deed are not. n ' 


OT confeſs, I confeſs, were the lunguage 
the beaſt o 2 67 45 tha fowls of yd 
ven as eafie to my nnderſtanding, as the lau- 
guage of Balaaws Aſo was to his maſter, Num. 
22. I might often hear them reprouing me 
for my diſtruſt ſul murmuring; for may they 
Not juſtly exclaim againſt;me, and ſay, O ſoul, 
why doſt thou diſhonor the Almigbiy, O why 
doft thou diftruſt ſuch an All ſuſſiciency; bath 
not our Maker told thee, that we neither ſow nor 
reap, nor carry into barns, and yet your bea« 
venly Faber feedeth us ? and hath be not ſaid, 
that ye are much better then we, and of more 
Value then many of us, Matth. 6. 26. Luke 
12. 7. are not the faith ful promiſes of our 25 
Maker made to you, ſaying, Seek he firſt the 
kingdom of God and hi righteouſneſs, and 
meat, drink and clothing ſhall be miniſtred unto 
you, Matth. 6. 3 3. O ye of liule faith, take 
ſhame unto you, and learn of us the fowls of- 
ebe heaven, and the beaſts of the ſield, that may 
daily cherrip or low ou theſe or the like reproofs, 
unto you; bu man may picad, the want of rea- 

fon makes them not troubled with thoughts for 4 


£5 Cooſelatiens. 


A comfortable contemplation. 
Conſolation. 


But believe it, reaſon was never given there 
to diſhenor God with, neither waſt thou made 
à rational Creature, that thou mighreſt with 
the mote reaſon diſtruſt thy Maker ; n 
I confeſs, having no more then ſeriſe and rea- 
fon, we ſhall never know God nor his truths | 
with comfort, for it is far to low to reach ſo 
nigh things z yet reaſon being ſanctiſied, and 
a trus ſaving faith to imploy that reaſon is ex- 
cellent, for aſſuredly, he believes beſt that 
knows beſt why he ſhould: believe, 1 8 
the more reaſon if — I ſaid before) ir be 
ſanctißed and 2 faith, the more 
d 22 e takeof oy 'S . 
om thy ſe . —.— e Sun (as 
being unconſtant and far unable to help of 
ren Fane becauſe but vanity) and to fix it 
wholly and onely upon God, that is always 
ready, willing and able, to help thoſe that. 
come unto him, ask of him, and believe 
— — 3 wherefore, as — ape? . 
belongs to us ityour is care 
diſcharging ou duty, that which God takes 
upon him, is affiſtance and good ſucceſs in it; 
Jer us ſiayt be) de our-work;and leave God to 
do his own. 1 
Diligenee in him is onely ours, 
che reſt of rhe bumkon is his, and he Randy 
upon his credit ſo much, that it ſhall appear 
we have not truſted him in vain; of w | 
belief Tam; for aſſuredly if we ſeck God in 


tis enn ways, De uill be found of us to aut 
come _ 
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for vein of fin, - 


comfort, either in ſupplying our neceſſity, og 
elſe ſupporting us with his firengths giving 5 
alt 


us Patience to bear what burthem he h 


pleaſe to lay uporr us: Therefore, O my loul, 
h xſoever thy aſfliction is, bear it patiently, 
wait his time of reliet chceriully , believe in 
him faithfully, and truſt in him onely 3 fo 
ſnalt thou (wi h Peter) finde him ſtretchiug 
forth his hand to catch thee before thou ſinł 
a{luredly 3 let the Lyons roar for their prey, 
and the Ravens cry for their food, but do 
thou humbly beg, and patiently wait for a 
ſupply of thy wants at the hands of thy God, 
in the name of Jeſus Chriſt. 


O let nora murmur be whiſpered out againſt b 


bis powerful goodneſs, for if he command the 
Ravens to feed thee, as they did Elijah, when. 
God bid him hide himſelf in the river Che- 


xi, for, ſays the Lord, thou ſhak drink of tbe 


river, and I have commanded the Ravens to 


feed thee there; and the Ravens according to 
Gods command brought him bread and ficſh 
in the morning, and bread and fleſh in the e- 
vening, 1 Kings 17. 4. 6. YE 

So ſhall they you, if God ſee that way beſt 
to ſupply thy wants with, and thy neceſſity 
require it, for he is a God of wiſdom, know. 


ing which are the. heſt ways and the fitteſt 


times for help, to whoſe wiſdam you ought + 


and maſt ſubmit : He likewilc' is — of 
power, and can help without the help of any 
thing; or if be pleaſe to uſe means, he can 
command all or any of his works to his aſſiſt- 


het his pleaſure is to have done, 28 well the 


unli cel, 


7 


* 


ance; and they ſhall be obedient, and effe& - 
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ol iron, Job 40. 


A comfortable contemplation 
unlikely as the likely; for in the judgement 


of man, what fow| almoſt could worſer have 


been truſted with bread and fleſh then the Ra- 
ven, and yet we ſee his nature bridled, and he 
à a careful carryer of proviſion to the ſervant of 
God.z therefore, O my ſoul, do thou with the 
holy prophet meditate in all his works, yea 
meditate in the works of his hands : And this 
was:bis fifth days work, Gen, 1. 2. 


Soul. 


O Lord inable me, and then F ſhall break 


out inta the mention of thy great goodne(s, and 
fing aloud of thy rightcouſneſs, and ſpeak of thy. 
power, and of thy fear ful act 


3 
Conſulation. 


Sixthly, is manifefted the mighty power 
and wiſdom of this great God, in bringing 
Forth of the dead living things, as cattel, 
and that which — the b:aft of the 
earth; for he did but ſay, Let the earth bring 
forth che living thing, and it was ſo, for be- 
Hold, be hath made the great Elephanc whick 
eateth praſsas an ox, whoſe bones are like 
ſaves of braſs, and his ſmall bones like ſtaves 


He likewiſe hach given ſtrength to the 
horſe, who mocketh at fear, and turneth not 
Hack from the ſwordʒ he ſwalloweth the ground 
for fierceneſs and rage, his ſtrong neighing is 


KALearful, e ſmelleth h battel afar of, and the 


nile ofthe C iptains, aud the ſnouing: H: 
. Rl 20 Bog 2G 


— 
—— 
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alſo knoweth the time when the wilde goats 
bring forth their yong, and marks when the 
Hindes calye, numbring the moneths that 
they fulfil : He ſets the wilde Aſs at liberty, 
and maketh the wilderneſs his houſe, and the 
falt places his dwellings, and he onely can com- 
mand the Unicorn, Fob 39. | 

It is the Lord that giveth wiſdom to the - . 
{mall things in the earth, as to the Piſmires, . 
a people not ſtrong, yet prepare they their 
meat in ſummer; and to the Conies, a 
people not mighty, yet make they their houſes 
in the rock 3 the Graſhopper hath no king, 
yet go they forth all by bands; the Spider ta- 
Eketh hold with his hands, and is in Kings 
Palaces; he gives the comely gate to the luſty 
Greyhound, to the Goats, and to the Lyon 
which is ſtrong among beaſts, and moverh 
not at the ſight of any, Prov. 30. roaring af · 
ter their prey, and ſeeking their meat at his 
Hand of providence ; for all his creatures 
wait upon him, that he may give them food 
in due ſeaſon 3 he opens his hand, and they 
are filled with good things, he ſends the ſprings 


| gaathe valleys. which run between the moun· 


tains, to give drink to all the beaſts of the 

eld, Pſal. 104. | 
For at his own coſt and charges he feeds 
and cloathes them, and by his appointment 
they help to feed and clothe us ; he alſo gives 
fierceneſs to their natures, and abates the 
pd wer thereof at his pleaſure, as may be ſeen 
concerning Daniel, who was ſervenit to the 
baly God (and his accuſers) he ſhut the Ly- 
ens mouthes, and made them become bis 
- Jus 


fer oue in afflittion. * 


44 — * 
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j quiet Priſon-fchows, not taking away their 


A confortable contemplation = 
nature to hurt, but their power to hurt 
him, Dan. 6. 

Moreover, thou maiſi-behsld in the paſſage 
between, the two Prophets, the devouring na - 
ture of the Lyon bounded, as if God ſhould 
ſay, Thus far go, but no farther, beyond 
which commiſſion it could not paſs : So did 
rwo Bears tare in pieces two and forty chil- 
dren for mocking Eliſba, 2 Kings 2. 14. Bat 
man, nay a boy being armed wi h ſtrength 
from his Maker, is able to ſmite both Lyon 
and Bear, 1 Cam 17 Sampſon likewiſe did 


tear a Lyon, as one ſhould have rent a Kid, 


having not any thing in his band, the Spirit 
of the Lord came upon him, and ſtrengthned 


him, Judg. 14.6 


For, O my ſoul, at the pleaſure of the 
great God they ſhall be conquered, and when 


he pleaſes they ſhall be conquerors 3 at his 


command, and before his,they ſtand as harm- 


leis, but where be appoints them to do execu- 
tion they fail not in the performance; if he 
limit them, they are limited, for his bounds 
they cannot paſs, all power being in his - 
band., and. he diſpoſes thereof in great 
wiſdom : If he ſend forth his Spirk. „they 


are created, and he renews the face of the 


— 


earch ; but if he hide his face, they arg trou- - 


bled ; it be tale away their breath, they die 


aud return to their duſt. 
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Soul. 


'- How manifold arethe works of the Lord, in 
wiſdom hath he made them all; the earth is fall 


67 his riches, therefore I defire to give glory to 


the Lord for euer; let the Lord vejoyce an l 


his werke, Plal. 104. 


As he ĩs a God of power and wiſdom, ſo 


likewiſe is he a God of order, not making 
the Creatures before the Elements were made, 


and furniſhed with proviſion to maintain 
thoſe Creatures that were to live in them; he 


makes not his tenant: before he had finiſhed, 


and furnifhed the world (maris bouſe)with all 
things that were needful either for uſe ot de- 


light, Gen. 2. 9. 


No, he obſerves in all his works a Gad-lilee . 
order, as in commanding 3 bright Light to 


come forth of his treaſures, that it might give 
light; without which, the works of His great 


Majeſty had not been viſibleʒ bur he was plea - 
ſed out of bis great Wiſdom not ta let ſo 


great things remain in dark obſcurity ; he be- 


ing the God of light, did therefore begin wick 


that which manifeſt to the view of that 


* i * 
97 
* * 


Crezture which ſhould be made, the works of .. 


his greatneſs. 8 . 
Secondly,he created the Firmament, whicii 
he called Heaven, giving them the prehemi- 


nence in the Creation, for their excellense, . 
8 being earch his Throne, therefore ſure 


88 A comfortable contemplation 


more pure then the other Elements; 3. He 
commands the waters to be gathered into one 
place, and that dry land ſhould appear, giving 
unto the earth a generation of all Plants, and 
fruitful trees that bear ſeed. 
Fourthly, becreated/bis two great Lights, 
3s alſo the Stars, placing them in the Firma» 
- ment of the Heaven, and gave them a charge 
to do ſervice even unto man that was to be 
made, 2 Eſd. 6. 46. 5. He furniſhed bis two 
Need len, Water and Air, with fiſh 
and fowl, . "ps 
Sixthly, he commanded the earth to bring 
forth beaſts and cartel, and all things that live 
on that Element, having before ftored it with 
proviſion for them : And now the - Creation 
of all rhings being finiſhed but man, and the 
World furniſhed with cyrious Furnicure out 
of Gods rich Wardrobe, and all by the migh- 
ty power of his Word à the matter of which 
they were created being nothing, but bein 
created both matter and form, commands ad- 
miration, both of the wiſdom and power of 
the Creator (for although that buſie man will 
be imitating the form and faſlũon of many of 
his Creatures, yet when they come to the mat- 
ter and ſubſtance of wũich they are made, they 
can do nothing) and now he is pleaſed to take 
of this worſt of nothing, duſt, and to make 
his beſt of Creatures, Man (from whoſe Cre- 
ion, I beſeech thee, O my ſoul, to obſerve 
ham his mercy intermixes with. his power 
ASS. è ↄ E459 
God aſſuredly in his great wiſdom ſaw the 
. 


8 


for one in Afflictiou. 

would gladly catch at any thing that might 
mount him above himſelf, and therefore the 
baſeſt part of the baſeſt Element ſerves for 
matter to make him of (and now if he will 
boaſt his deſcent, it muſt be this, of duſt was 
I made, and to duſt ſhall I return, Cen. 

19. 

5 But here ſeriouſly conſider, O my ſoul, 
the mighty wiſdom, power and mercy of God, 
that of ſo baſe, ſo uſcleſs a thing as duſt, he 
would make ſo excellent, ſa noble a Creature 
as Man, at whoſe creation, faith ane, there 
was as it were a Councel called-in Heaven; 
the holy Trinity doth in a maner adviſe, and 
deliberate on this work', ſo great an honor 
was done to Man; thorowout the Creation 
it was no more then Let there be, and it was 
ſo: But now it is, Let us make man, and 
this muſt be ſeconded with greater honor yet, 
for man muſt be made in the Image, and ac- 
cording to the likeneſs of his Creator; nay, 


© -the unlimitted love of God reſts not here, for 


there is yet a greater honor to be done him 3 
the Lord God alſo made the man of the duſt 
of the ground, there was the matter of which 
his body was compoſed, and breathed in his 
face the breath of life: Here was the excel - 
lent nature of the ſoul, being no leſs then the 
breath af his great Creator, which was Di- 
vine, Sp:ritual, and Eternal, neither made nor 
created, but inſpired, and then (and not till 
then) Man was a living ſoul, Gen. 2. 7. which 
ſoul] is it that doth diſtinguiſh him from all 
other Creatures; and in reipe& of - reaſon 
and Eternity a reſemblance of G2ds . 


0 comfortable Contemplation 
| the —— of which he keeps in his own hands 
for lair 


h our Savior, Fear ye not them, which 
kill the body, but are not able to kill the ſoul, 
but rather fear him which is able to deſtroy 

- both body and foul in hell. 


Soul. | | - 


—— 
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Conſolation. 


Therefore how nearly doth it concern ęre- 
ty one to be careful not to provoke ſo gracious 
3 God, that hach ſo dignified this grain of 
Auſt, heaping on him honor upon honor in 
| his Creation, and providing all things that are 
neceſſary either for his uſe or delight, for to 
let man know, he is the chiefe of his works 
- and hig heſt in his favor 3 chere is 8 power gi- 
ven them (under their Lord and Maſt. r) to 
rule over the fiſh of the Sea, and over the 
fow| of the Heaven, and over the beaſts, and 
over all the earth, and over every thing that 
Ce rcepethand moveth on the earth, Gen 1. 26. 
and to give them names, Gen. 2. 19. _ 


Gans Albers. . 
Aden inad ber an tlp mee fr bm, for "> rol 
he had ſaid before, It is net good that ma 
ſhould be himſelf alone, I will "(ies 
God) make him an help meet for him; ſo 
great was the care, ſo intire was the affection 
of this great Majeſty to man, that he would 
leave nothing undone, that he in his godly 
wiſdom ſaw might he for the good of this bis 
Creature: Therefore the Lord God cauſed: 
an heavy ſleep to fall upon the man, and be 
took one of kis ribs, SY cloſed up the fleſh 
inſtead thereof, Gen. 2. 74, 22. 

And ofthis rib {this piece of refined earth 
made he a woman, and. brought her to the 
man, and the became his wife, Paclng oh 


S ground, Sate 
3 ee Bay the Garden = 
2 were 

2 e e 


exereiſe he 224442 1272 


— bis labor ent Ceely of ever tree 


Garden { bas n ay of e pt 
p god and evil, thou. ſhalt ea of it, 


be d — — thon ſhalt, die. 
th, Gcn. 2. 17. 
now man being made, ind ſcared in 


WL of delighr, i comin a body without 


inſrmmity, and a ſoul without lin, and both im- 

mortal 3 the Heavens ſmilin e bim,and 

the Earth bleſt beneath him ede bleſt in them, 

and they bleſt to him; where was joy wirhout 

the appearance of - lorcowyor 0 much as fear f 
e or es each day bri forth a day 


lei comeatthe preſence of theGodof al con- 
ace err wha lar he maven, 


- 
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che fruit with her, and he did eat, Gen, 3 ** 
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that being the end of his Creation 3 which 
end, O my ſoul, I beſeech thee continually to 
remember, and to glorifie thy God thar hath. 


h made thee: for ſo bonorable an end. 1 


Soul. 


1 confeſs the honor reat indeed to be ma ie | 


that Creature, whom the Creator is pleaſed 60 
Carry in the boſom of IRE. : 


&, _Conſoldivn: - 3 
1 is ſo, yet alas, alas, chic "op ab reſt 


of de g, 10 haſt been rebellious from the. 


aning; for although the great happineſs 
8 Alm (and in him of us Nrn. 


and might haye been continued uporMſuch! ea 


ination” tells meg could 
tempt a reaſonable'man ſo much as to 
| Hazard a reaſonable eſtate) as the forbearance 


fie tearms (as in 


of a tree of fruit; and peradyenture, not bet - 


— in taſte then many others in the garden, 
ah have been eaten without feargich- 
out forfeit, 


a But, O Adan, thou haſt an enemy (be- 
ſides thy own heart } that envies thee the hap- 

pineſs of Gods favor, fince himſelf is juſtly 
deprived of it, therefore he will not fail to 
attempt to level thee as low as himſelf, of 
which attempt he failed not; for, ſaith he 


Apoſtle, The Serpen t beguiled Eve tl 
his ſubtilty, 2 Cor. 11. . e bein 2 


duced, entiſeth her husband, gave him of 


Hh 


th 


T0 


üor one in afflittion. 


and theretore muſt ſuffer ; but be ir known, 
it was not all the crafty guiles of Satan could. 
have preyailed, had it not been ſeconded with 
Gods. permiſſion, he could have made them 
vanifh even in the utterance, and as well have 


againſt all oppoſitions, as a Divine Soul; for 
G00 foreſaw the fall of man before man was, 
and in his great wiſdom did permit and ſuffer 
it ſo to be, that he might manifeſt. the glory 
of bis mercy, declaring the riches of his glo- 
ty upon the veſſels of mercy, which he. hath- 
prepared unto glory, and to make his power 
known, ſuffer with long patience the veſ- 
ſels of wrath prepared for deſtruction, Rom.g. 


1 225 23. 


For, O my ſoul, Who is it that now 
lives, but may if they ſo pleaſe, ſee great 
cauſe daily to proclaim him to be a God of 
great patience and Jong-ſuffering, if we do 
but conſider what feactul new unwonted Bla- 
ſphemies is breathed out under the Sun againſt 
his ſacred Majeſty, and yet he not executing 
preſent, fearful, unwonted-judgements upon 
them! But fear, O all Blaſphemers (and eſ- 
pecially you that intend ſo to continue, de- 
lighting therein) left the ſame reaſon be given, 
for the forbearance of your puniſhment, as 
was given to Abraham concerning the Amo<, 
rttcs.; for (ſaith the Lord) The wickednels of 
the Amorites is not yet full, Gen. 15, 13: 16. 
os * being gniſhed, and their wicked- 
neſs being full, they 
bad plagues (or ] 5 


the enemies of Feruſalem, Wer nga 


I or 


J. given him divine grace to have ſupported him 


y juſtly expect here as 
chen nee read on 
alem, 2 


| 


* 
13 


— 


] 


* A comfortablevontemplatios 


' 
1 


For, O niy ſoul, Whar arr thou and they, 


but Adam far inferior, and if he eſcapt not 


wich his firft fault, why fhoutd any nom habe 
ſo much as a thought to ſcape with teirimilli- 
ons? for you may read that as ſoon as they 
had eaten of the forbidden fruit, the eyes 
of them boch were opened, but (ad were the 
objects chat were preſented to that ſightʒ be- 
ing death, ſname, miſery, and an offended 
God: Tris nor. long ſince ſhame had no be- 
ing, nor miſery was not on the earth, nor death, 
but threatned; neither was the Creator of- 
{ended wit bis creature; for ſin, ſname: death 
and miſery, are brats of an age, and now that 
prefences which ete while was the height af 
Adams happineſs muſt be ſnun d, the very 


volce of the Lord God, now makes them feck 


an hiding place: So oppoſite to the holy, pure 


and undefiled nature of God, is the filthy, 


deſiling, po lutin ure of fin, that it Tar» 
not 1 bis — * nor hear bis voice 
Without fear, Gen. 3.8, 10. 
For the truth is, how can ſtubble ſtand be - 
fore a conſuming fire, for ſuch is God for ſin, 
and ſuch is man in fin, fin in thoſe that ate 
not ſubjects for his mercy, is but as fuel for 
his wrath, the truth of which, Adam did finde 
within himſelt; for the fault being once com- 
mitted, how ſoon was Adam by Adams ſelf 
accuſed”; he ſaw his fall was great, his change 
ſad, great then moſt His fortoy be, and as d 
ſure, for thar” numbetleſs number of ſoul, 
e 
himlelf, chat alluredly was ao mall additie 
FE Now 
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— 


fe ms in offlitfions. 


Dre 


New to deſcribe Adam in this ſad altera- 


tion, alas, is not in my powerzhe being far wor- 


ſer beſer then the Iſraelites were, they onely 
had a raging Sea before them, and an angiy 


enemy behinde them, but above them they 


hed a powerful , commanding, protecting 
God 3 but Adam, alas Adam, hath before 
bim an offended God, behinde him a rejoy- 
cing enemy, within him an accuſing corici- 
ence, above him a le heaven, beneath him a 
deſei ved Hell; at his left band all rhipgs 
mourning with him for their ſad change, at 
his right hand miſer ies and death which now 
muſt attend his life (for may not moſt men 
read here in their life a large ſtory of grief 


and miſer ies incident to man here before liſe 


be concluded with death.) 
Soul. 


O yes, yes poor Adam and the reſt of man- 
kinde, in bim is ſadiy invitroned; ſor who hath 
he in this diſtreſs to ſtie io for comfort ? is his 
wi fe that was given io him for a comfort? 


| Conſolation 


O no, ſhe was firſt in the tranſprefſion, 


therefore ſure as deep in ſorrow. 
Soul. 


To hi conſeiense? 
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96 - * { A comfortable * 
cCemſolaim. 
FP that did rath 


wich his fault; no peace there, 
peace vvith his God. 


b58id him 
there'yyas 


| 215 Soul. ; —— 

| Should be cry is bis mother * om 
| whenee be ee eb ; 1 

g Conſolation. 


4 


Alas there is no help, for each Plant that 
ſhe. ſhall bring forth, muſt loſe of their fr 
goodneſs, and novy ſuffer vvith them, Rem.s, 
22. Gen. 3.17, 18. 


Soul. 
Should be make his moan to he a 


— — ——— — 


Sr 


8 . * 


. awe? | 

b 

EL Conſolation, t 
10% VE O no, they groan vy ih bim in this his 1 
Wy - and their _ | 
T 

What comfort then can there be cxptded, » 

ſhould be appeal 10 the Heaven ? p 

E 


Conſot, 


4 


lis 


4 3 


ot, 


ed Fod ? 


. ed for his ungratefulneſs, that after ſo many 


Whether, O whither can be flic be 
- Conſolation, 75 


O no, his preſence muſt be ſhunned, .for - 
indeed juſtly may he expect there to be rejeft- 


great and unſpeakable favors given and re- 
ceived, he ſhould for ſo ſmallſ a thing bree 
the command of ſo great, ſo loving à Gods 
for the greater the Majeſty that gave the com- 
mand, and the. greater the good is that de- 
pends upon the keeping of it, and the greatet 
the puniſhment that is threatned the breach 
thereof, and the eaſier the command, the 
greater ſure muſt the offence be, that for ſo 
ſmall a thing he would offend: {o great a God, 
loſe ſo — pull upon his head, 
and all mankinde with him ſo great mi- 
fery and ſhame: that what leis could be ex- 
peRed from him then to hide himſelf (has 
ving the guilt of fin upon him) from that 
prelence he had ſo wilfully offended? for as 
yer, he had no hope of comfort, that boſom « 
Babe, that beloved of the Father, that. * 
E | E 0 


of his mercy was not yet promiſed 3 there- 
fore when the Lord God walleid ia the Gar- 
den, in che cool of the day, the man and his 
wife hid themſelves from his prgſgnceg but 
the Lord God called to the man, ſaying. Where 
art thou ? whoſaid, 1 heard thy voicetin the 
Garden, and was afraid, becaufe I was naked, 
therefore I hid my ſelf : Who told theꝶ ((aith 
the Lore) that thou waſt naked, Haſt thou 
h uf the Tree whereof I commanded thee 
that thou ſhouldeſt not eat; then the man 
ſaid, The woman which thou gaveſt to be 
with me, ſhe gave me of the Tree, and I did 
eat. 


Ad che Lord God ſaid to the Woman, 


ſaid; The Serpent beguiled me, and I did eat, 
fupon which I ext ypu may finde the Mar- 
gents obſervation to be this, that) God asked 
the reason of Adam and his Wife, becauſe 


asked not the Serpent, becauſe he would ſhew 
him no mercy, but proceed with him to Judgy» 
ment, which he did; for then the Lord God 
faid to the Serpent, Becauſe thou haſt done 
this, thou art curſed above all cattel, and a+ 
bove every beaſt of the field, upon thy belly 


days of thy life. | | 
But now obſerve, before he proceeds againſt 

. the other offenders, before the cloud grows 

too black over Adam, head, doth a beam of 


(as Moſes (aid to the children of Iſrael being 
3 X 5 in 


Why haſt thou done this ? and the Woman 


he would bring them to repentance; buc he 


halt thou go, and duſt ſhalt thou eat all rhe | 


that Son ariſe, that is able to refreſh and com- 
fort the ſoul of a drooping Adam; therefore | 


WS OO 6 = uWST ev = TT 
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thy head, 4. or 


e ame * 


id a ſtreighih ſo fay T'to thek, O my foul; a 
and behotd the ſalvation of the Lord. 


Come all wel -wiſhers to Chriſt, behold 


and ſee if chere be any mere like this mercy; 
that now in this height o ſadneſs, in this 


diſmal glopmy day of darkneſs, when dam 
could expect nothing leſs then the wor ſt of 
puniſhments, doth the promiſe of the Son of 
Righteouſneſs ariſe, that hath healing in his 
wings 3 ſo rich in mercy was God, and ſo 
great was his love wherewith he loved us, 
even when we were dead by fins; Eph. 2. 474. 
as then by promiſe to p pie | his beloved our of 
bis boſom, for the re empt ion even of his e 
mies, for ſo hath fin now made man, and at 
ſuch a time when the worſt of 'cenfures was to 
be looked for, ee the reateſt of mer; 
cies ſhould be K ; pay; andfince the 
Serpent chiouph h 9 fac f duced the 
Woman 5 Alen A 96t Nac hel, but the 
Womau was deceived, and was in Se cranſs 
grcihon, x x 946; 7 

Therefore be it known, O Satan, there is 


put between thee and the Woman, and 
DN thy 1 and her leti, Heſball break 


3.15. For that is the“ wörft thou art permit- 
ted io do, and without permiſſion thou canſt 
do nothing 3 the proof of which we have both 
in the old an and'riew Teftamenr, Fob 1. Mas. 
$. 2t.* 

But yet th rs cob. Oomforter be pro- 
miſed,' and rh&y by faich enjoy the benetit of 
2 bavior 5 yet they muſt > x: ow they have of» 

F 2 tended 


ſnak bruiſe his heel, Gen. 


K "of 5 
ww. 45 


* "1 . 
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poor chi de vf Ad. mt) fear ye not, ftand il 
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A comfortable contewplation 
fended their Maker, for which thgir bodies: 
muſt be puniſhed (and we in them, and well 
we ſcape ſo to) therefore unto the Woman, 
faith the Lord, J will greatly increaſe thy ſor- 
rows, and thy conceptions, in ſorrow ſhalt 
thou bring forth children, and thy defire ſhall. 
be ſubject to thy husband, and be ſhall rule 
orer thee : Allo to Adam be ſaid, becauſe 
thou haſt obeyed the voice of thy Wite, and 
haſt eaten of the tree (whereof I commanded 
thee, ſaying , Theu ſhalt not cat of it) 
curſed is the Earth for thy ſake, in ſorrow, 
ſhalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; 
thorns alſo and thiſtles ſhall. it bing 
forth to thee, and thou ſhalt eat the herb of 
the field: In the ſweat of thy face ſhalt thou 
eat bread, till thou return to the earth; there- 
fore the Lord God ſent him forth from the 
Garden of Eden to till the earth, whence he 
was taken: Thus he caſt out man, Gen. 3, In 
which exile, O my biz Lleaye thy Father - 
Adam, and come to thy ſelf that hach enjoy- 
ed the performance of this moſt fe | 
miſe z for having to my poor ability, and for 
thy comfort, briefly from mans faſt Creation, 
trac d thy God in the foot ſteps, of mercy, 
until I am come to the kigheſt ſtep. of Facobs. 
ladder, that reaches mot onely into Heayen, 
Gen. 28. 12, but even into the very lap and 
boſom of a dear Savior (for thither doth the 
faith of a true Believer carry hisſſgul) Ibere- 
fore I beſeech rhee continually to contemꝑlate 


the 14 1 7 
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caſas le am, 
great and unutterable benefit thou enj6yeſt by 
the performance ot it. 

3 


Soul K 


0 that 1 "Wy ” Sul hank ful unn; Gol 
fel It ; for I confeſs, the fentoui conſideration 
747 bote to man, in Chrift , makes me, 
45 'boly Hvid, uſtoniſped with ide ad- 
3 thereof; "for what Believer it 
that doth not umbly acknowleiige bis own 
unwortbineſs ings What am I, Q Lord, 
That tho” Tra * 10 N Tee things for 
WET” 1 L5OY 9: 2 3 


cela. 


-O walmaiſt thou ay out theſe great things, 
For his very time of ecuting — vale of tears, 
is very” e they it 5. time when 
tears are 'wip 265 Kort t A eyes of his, 
'thatthy eyes, G mj foul; ſhould ſee thoſe days 
herein thoſe ſetret myſteries are revealed , 


from all ages bur now ts made manifeſt to bis N 
Saints, to hom God wonld' make known, 
hat is che riches of his glorious myſtery a 

mong the Geijtiles, which riches is Chriſt 
in'you, the hope of glory, ſaith the Apoſtle, 
Col. 1. 26, 27. (and to thee made known a 
lawleſs Gentile) Prophets, Kings, and righ- 
cons men, bave deſired to ſee thoſe things 
which ye C2F and have not ſeen them, ond 10 
hear thoſe things which ye hear, and have not 
| beard them, faith our Savior to his Diſciples, 
74 F 3 Matth, 


* e 

3 3 
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| — and ſince Chriſt, oh far 90s 


E. comfareable Contemplation on 


Meuh. 13-17 e 0. 24. 8 aſluredly 
the eſtare — Et of, Go rr. unf 

then it was 
under the law) the Prophets have inquired 
and ſearched, which propheſied of the grace 
that ſhuld came unto, youz ſearching wi en 
ot at what time the Spirit w! Foe be- 

t 


fore of Chriſt: yhich was in ſhould 
declare rhe ſufferings that me unto 
Chtiſt, and che glory that ſho 13 Tax un- 
to whom it was revealed; that nar 5 them 


ſelyes «- but unto us they. ee miniſter Js 


ahings,; ar wngg, jou by 
High hears omg. hed unte 10 0 * Cor 


ſpel by the holy Ghoſt, 1 "ow 1. 10, 113 
42, 13. 


They ſaw a Sprice.s at ee. "thou, O | 
haiſhagows - 


you chr ſubſtance, ; 5. ies. youre per- 
ormance, Heb. 1 + ae pe Se . 
tiles) they lived. un 


the Gael, hege t by Lok clear= 
1 y behold his eo being 
— by the hb hoſt , Lake. 1.35. 
rhei ein mayeſt thou behold his poor, and (in 
regard of worldiy pomp} e birth; 
being born in an Ian whole: lodgings were 
but a Stable, and hig cradle >:other- then a 
manger 5 yet this great Majclty had his birth 
proclaimed by an Angel, 10 to the Shep- 
hecds, Behold, I bring you rigings of 
reat joy, that ſhall: be to all people, at is, 
hat unco you is born this day in 2 2. of 
vid, a Savior, which is. 
* I it were 8 Wo {ns 
mul⸗- 


multicude tf Heayealy Soldiers, and u quire 
of Angels ſuaz at bis birth, Praiſe to the 
King of Hei, en, ſaying, Glory be to God 
in the high Heavens, and peace in earth, 
and towards men good will, Luke 1. 14. 
He likewiſe had his birth manifeſted by a 
Star to the Heathen Sages, which didcondu& 
them to the place where the Babe was, who 
fell down and worſhipped him, opening their 
Treaſures', and preſented unto him gifts 3 
whoſe Herald went before him, crying 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his 
paths ſtraight, Lake 3. 4. And are theſe ho- 
= fog any but the Heir of Heaven ani 
Bari | +} 


Soul. | 
O no, to hin they onely belong, and to bin 
onely may they ve given. 15 
| Conſolation. - 07" ra 221d 


Thberein mayeſt thou alſo behold his holy 
and righteous life (perſecuted unto the death) 
ir being a — labor even from his child 
hood, how careful; how zealous was he of, 
and in his Fathers buſineſs, Luke 2. 49. tra- 
veling both by Sea and Land, from City to 
Countrey, from Town to Village, teachi 
and preaching unto them the kingdom of ( 
(preſenting before their eyes the object of 

their faith} confirming his Doctrine by ma- 


ny and great Miracles; as in giving ſigbt to 
the blinde, Mat, 9. 29. ſtrength to the lame, 
F 4: Luke, | 
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mighty d 


hy for a Chriſt ( 


A comfortable Contemplation 
Luke 7. 22. health to the ſick, ver. 21. life 
to the dead, ver. 14. John 11. 44. Ciipoſſe- 


ſing the devils, Luke 8. 29. curing the Luna- 
rick, Aar. 4. 24. Clenſing the Lepers, Luke 
17. 14. quicting a tempeſtuous Sea with Peace 
and be ſtill, Mark 4. 39. walking on the Sea, 
Matth. 14.25. turning of water into Wine, 
Fobn 2. 9. ſaying to the Fig-tree, Never man 
eat fruit of thee hereafter while the world 
ſtandeth, upon which words it , withered-, 
Mark 11.14. He likewiſe encloſed ſuch 2 


ht of. Fiſhes in Peters net, which 


did utterly aſtoniſſi him and all that were witn 
Him, Lutte 5. 8,9. ſcauſing him to caſt bim- 
ſelf, and the apprehenſion of himſelf at Jeſus 


knees, but raiſed it higher of his yet unknown 


Savior) As alſo his miraculous. feeding five 
thouſand men, beſides women and children, 
with five loaves and two fiſhes, who did eat 
and were ſufficedʒzand there were more baskets 

filled with the fragments, then before might 


bave contained the whole, 


Soul. 


O1 confeſs, I 2 theſe are works one- 


{ome of bis that aFed by 


bis power) they are ſtreams from ſuch a foun- 


— 


tain, that leaves a reſemblance of himſelf upon 
every Bank by which it glides, thou 
bis were unjuſtly rewarded in this ſowre cave. 


e and 


Conſul, 


cꝙiee one in aſſictian. 
Conſolation. „ 

dealt with ? Some for the loſs of a few Swine 
deſired the abſence of a Savior, Matih. 8. 34. 
others would have ſtoned him, to whom he 
ſaid, Many good works have I ſhewed you, 
for which of theſe works do ye ſtone me, Foh, 
0. 3 1. and 8. 30. ſome ſaid he hath a divel, 
and is mad, Fobn 10. 20. others ſaid, He ca- 
ſteth out divels through Beelgebub the chief of 
dive ls, Luke 11.1 5. ſome called him Blaſphe - 
mer, and pronounced him guilty of death, 

Matth, 26. 65. 66. ſome take counſel toge- 
ther how they might tangle him in his talk, 
Matth. 22. 15. others conſult to put him to 

death, Fohn 11.53. for many were the traps 
and ſnares laid for him: But let Prieſts, 

Scribes, Luke 22. 2. nay, Herods, Luke 13. 
31. lay wait, conſult, conſpire plot, and work 

with all the Engineers of Hell, thy Savior, 

O my ſoul, will caſt out Divels, and will 

heal ſtill (in ſpite of all the Fox s) until all 

his work on earth be finiſhed, Luke 13. But 

that being done, his Prayer is, Now gloriſie 
me, thou Father, with thy own ſelf, with the 
glory which J had with thee before the world 
was, John 17.5. ſo far was be from caring 

or any thing here below, but to do the will oc 

him that ſent him, counting that his meat 3 for” 
when his Diſciples prayed him to eat, he ſaid, 

My meat is that. I may do the will of him that 
fent me, and finiſh: his work, Fohn 4. 74. 
which being done, * che hour come, * 

| b Free 


Y They were [o, for how unworthjly was he 
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geo ſhepherd doth be ferd his flock, und gather © 
thelawbr ih be arm und carry them in fi, 


A comfortable conte mylat ion 
the Son of man ruſt be given into the hands 
of finners it is, Kiic, let us go behold he is 
at hand that betrayeth me, Matth:26 45. but 
not to ſeck a hiding place, he had too great a 
love to o work N hand; for 3 was 
an impoſſibility of: the cup pa om him, 
but r be m 1 bear he 1 of an angry 
Father for a time, or we for &ver 3 he there- 
fore willingly and boldy comes forth (net 
fearing the Band of men and officers) unte 
them, ſaying, Whom ſeck ye, they anſwered 
him, Jeſus of N areth, Jeſus ſaid unto them, 
Fam he (which words being uttered through 


the power of the ſpeaker, they went away 


backwards, and fell to the ground) then he 
asked them again, Whom ſeek ye? and they 


- ſaid, Jeſus of Nereth; Jcſus anſwered (the 
ſccond time) Ifay unto you, tbat I am be, 


therefore if ye ſeek me, let theſe go their way, 
John 18.6,7,8. Pot before he had faid, Thoſe 
that thou gaveſt me have I kept; and none of 
them is loſt but the childe df perdition;Fob 17, 
12. Thercfore let his da ger be never ſo great, 
never ſo eminent, yet his care is for the pre- 
ſervation of thoſe committed to his charge, 
and a moſt ſweet and heavenly Prayer (com- 

poſed of love and tender affection towards 
his) ſent up to Heaven before him, in the be: 

half of them, and all others which ſhs] believe 
in him through their words, Fehn 7. 


| Soul.” £19 436302 | 
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ſom, and gemly guide thoſe with yougs Th. 48 
11. every word is 4 true character. of 
fection toward poor Lambs, whom be will have | 


carefully fed and tenderly reſt, 


Cionſolation. 
It is true, for he having 1 in * "HIM 

Chapter, in an extraordinary maner comfort - 
ed his Diſciples, becauſe againſt an extraor- 
dinary time, the time of his departure (not 
with comfort brought by Angels, but given 
by the Son himſelf) and all things fulfilled, 
be yields himſelf their Priſoner 5 but Peter | 
unwilling to be deprived of the preſene 
of ſo good a Maſter, drew his ſword, 
ſtrook a Servant of the high Prieſt, and mote 
off his ear ; but Chriſt reproved him for ſtri- 

king, Matth. 26. 51,52. and he touched his 
ear and healed him, Luk. 22. gt. for ſays ' 
our Savior, Think'ſt thou that I cannot now 
pray to my Father, and he will give me more 
then twelve Legions of Angels, Mat. = 3. 
(to was his power in Heaven, hougb de · 
bie en earth) for Elijab and Eliſbs (ler: 
vants to this great Loro were heard, the ane 
when he called for fire from Heaven to derour 
the two Captains and their fitties, 2 King Kei 
10. the ather, when he wr” unto the Lord 
to ſmite a mighty hoſt of the King of 42 
with blindneſs, that was ſent to fetch him. 
2 Kingt 6. 10. Sure the Commander of. 
worlds ſhall have bis 9 heard and ben | 
ed. (ul. 1. 18. Rom. 9. 

Ar the railing of BS he ſaid, Exbery. | 


I er becadic chou baſk heard one 3 4 
thank . 


— 


PH eee contemplation 


"know thou heareft me always (ſays he) but 

| becauſe of the peopte that ſtand by T ſaid it, 

that they may believe that thou haſt ſent me, 
John 11. 41, 2. ſo careful was he to make 
known al things that might make for the com- 
fort of his, therefore it muſt be knowa he is 
always heard, 


Soul. 


oO believe, I believe aſſuredly, bad be ſem 
wp but a look to Heaven, expreſſing by it bis 
defire of aſſiſtance from thence ; it was not 4 
mountain could have contained the borſes and 
thariors of Fre that ſhould have been ſent for 
bi defence, 2 Kings 6.17. or be could, if be 
Dad pleaſed, by bis power, as well bave nailed 
tem to the earth by dcath, never to have ſtirred 
more, a8 to have felled them to the ground. 


Con ſolation. 


O yes, but ſaies he, I came not to deſtroy 
mens lives, but to ſave them, Luke 9. 56. So 
| Iikewile J lay down my life, no man taketh it 

from me; I have power to lay it down, and 

have power to take it again, John 16 17. But 
be chat knew all things that ſhould come untd 
tim, Ihn 18. 4. oppoſeth not reſiſteth them 
nat, but goes forth to his betrayer, and ſa- 
laces him by the name of friend, Mat. 26. 30. 
and, as I ſaid before, yields himſelf up into 
the hands of ſinners, wbe took and bound: 
ur away 3 from which bondage 
& was not freed, umil he had paid the urmait: 
5 2 ö farthing 


farthing of thar great debt that fin had pulf d 
on mans head, and ſatisfied God even to the 
full 3 for this is that mighty one upan whom 
help is laid, Pſal. 89.19. For had he not been 
mighty, he could not have ſatisfied the Al- 
mighty, nor been able to ſave to the utmoſt - 
thoſe that ſhould come unto God throu 
him, had he not been holy, harmleſs, und 
led, ſeparate frem ſinners, and made higher 
then the Heavens; for ſuch an high Prieſt it 
became us to have, ſaith the author to the He- 
brews, Heb, 7. 25, 26. And certainly had he 
not been {2 good, that his very enemies con- 
feſt they could finde no fault in him at all, 
John 19. 4. He had not found ſo evil uſage 
among men (it being no unuſual thing in 
this world, that that good we have not in our 
ſelves, we enyy in others, 1 John 3. 12.) But 
as he was holy and harmleſs, how was he de- 
— and ſcorned, what 2 what cru- 
elty almoſt was there that lighted not on this 
Lamb of God, being perſecuted even from 
his cradle to his croſs, Matth. 2. 13 ? For how 
was he beat with fiſts, ſmote with rods, ſcout- 
ged with ſcourges, mocked and deſpiſed by 
Hered and his men of War, who arayed him 
in white, and ſent him again to Pilate ?- Who 
ſaid,” I have examined him before you, and 
have found no fault in this man, no nar yet 
Hered, yet nothing will ſerve them, but they 
cryed, ſaying, Crucifie, crucific him, Luk.2 3, 
41, 14,15, 21. 08 
| Sounreconcilable was God and ſin, that till, 
his wrath was fully ſatisfied, he could (ce his 
beloyed ſuffer the reproaches of men, _—_ 2 


225 
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for vue in affliftion, Y 233 A 


o A comfortable comemplation 
eurſed death of the Croſs 3 and Chriſt out 


of love could ſuſfer oppreſsions, and afflicti- 
ens, and yet not open his mouth, bat be 
brought as a ſheep to the ſlaughter, and as a 
ſheep before her ſhearcr is dumb, ſo openeth 
Be not his mouth, IIA. 53. 7. He knew him 
t be near that would juſtiſie him: Who is 
he that can condemn me, ſaich he, for the 
Lord God will help me, therefore ſhall I not be 
confounded, Tſe. 50? So conſident was he 
before-hand of being helpt in, and juſtified 
from all he undertook, and ſo return home 
tiger by the ſin of the whole world: There- 
fore have I ſet my face like a flint, ſays he, and 
I know that I ſhal not be aſha med, but undant - 
edly go thorow whatſoever the limited will 
of man is permitted to do, whoſe envy lights 


not onely upon his perſon, but reflects on his 


officers, for when they had blind- folded him, 


they (more him on his face, and in deriſion 
bad him propheſie who ſmote him, Lake 22. 


Although he was that Prophet, mighty in 
deed and word before God and all people, Luke 
242 19. For on him onely lay the three great 


offices of the heavenly Kingdom, and he - 


lone had power end ability to perform them + 
E was an obſeryation of one that ſaid, Melchs< 
fedech was a Kin end a Prieſt, but no Pro» 


— 3 Camel a Prophet and a Pricft, but no 


ing; Davida King and a Prophet, but no 
Priel; but they ere all three-complear in 


Chritt, a Prieſtly King, as Melcbijedecv 3 a 


Kingl Prophet. »s David; and Frophetical 


aas Samuel; a Prieſt to purge and cleanſe | 


thee by his blood, a Prophet to teach and in- 


Krug. 


firn® chee by his word, and a King to a 
e eee ur R 


Saul. 


| 0 thereforeriough Few and Genie ſhould 
cry, We baue no King out _ziar, yet Lord, I 


beſeech thee, inable me to ſo in fab, Ii bon 
have I in Heaven but thee; and O that I could - 


defire none on earth with thee . 


(onſolation- . 


well, O my foul, own Ob 28 thine, 
and live as his, and he will own chee, but now 
let us return to him ready to be crucified for 
thee, being examined, yet juſtified by his 
condemner (that thou being guilty, might'ſt be 
acquitted before the great — juſt Judge) yet 
condemned and led to ſuffer (becauſe ſo or- 
dained by the wiſe Councel of H-ayen) inte 
an unclean place without the City, he as Prieſt 
freely offered himſelf as an All- ſuſſicient 


Sacrifice upon the altar of the Croſs, praying 


for his Crucifiers,. ſaying, Father f. 
them, for they know. not whac they — 


25.34. Which:exptcſhon of love was ſecondj- 


ed with actions of — 5 400 in his _ 
mity they gave him gall and vinegar to-drinlk.- 
pry which he raſted ; but yer the reſt we may 
ſuppoſe for his. to plead, then uttering that (ad... 


ſayings: My Gad, my God, why thon - 


forſaken me, ir . — and he was ready; 


— his grave feph,- that hanorable 
cuaelr, 


Fer one in aifictian: J 
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1956 A comfortablecontemplation 
Lag the daſt ſervice of love unto the body &f 
his Lord, added to his former; for he boldly 
asked the body of Jeſus of Pilate, and he gave 
it him; who wrappec him in a linen cloth, and 
aid him in a Tomb hewn out of a Rock, 
in was never man yet laid, Luke 23.753. 
where I leave him until the third day, and 
then return again to his Grave with Mary. 


: 1 ber weeping, unleſs it be with 

tears of joy, that ſince my 5 was ſo great, 

fo bainbus, yet that I had 4 Chriſt both able and 

ng to ſatuße even to 1he utmoſt ; for if ei- 

will or power bad been wanting, of all 
Creatures T bad been the moſt miſerable. 


1 „ 
ny C * bee © my foul, but he leavi both 


in perfection, as he was a man of ſorrow 
( becauſe burthened with the fins of a 
whole world) death for a time conquered him 
in the ficſhz- yer that time limitted by himſelf 
(as he was God) being fmiſhed he roſe a vi- 
Rotious Conquerer, breaking the chains of 

; death, and making his poſlage through the 
D bowels of che — and in ſpite of all oppo- 
1 firions, conquered for bis their four deadly 
8 enemies, the Fleſh, the World, Death, and 
Satans and by a true faith in him (a/ rich gift 
- that he is pleaſed ro beſtow wen Ele) he he 
23 makes them alſo mote then 

9 8 16. 8 
5 | 34. 


fine i . ere, 


5.4. e 20. 10. Cot.z. „ 
2 Marty: 15. 1 Cor. 7 56. Am. 8. 55. 

But for this conqueſt thanks muſt be gir 
— 0 God, — our Lord Ide 
Chri 


* 4 * — - 
- # n 4 4 . Ss + 
Soul. 2 7 4 3 


0 I acknowled ge alt the ory fi Pe 
pbant victory is due onely to the Conqueror who 
death ſtabbed death at heart, and murt 
_ wounded the reſt of our NA and will in 
bis . time DA NN es 


fr e. | „ive 131 
edu. | 


Therefore, my ſoul, fince you fre FR - 
ag conquered 3 be not all — life-time 
- 02 ee — — 
had etched his cry on ea ielded 
up the Ghoſt, the vail of che. N ern 
rent in twain, from the up Wii Ne and 
the earth did quake, 11 the ftones were clo- 
ven: and the graves did open themſelves (the 
doors of death dark and earthen Priſons : 
were then ſer open). and after the refurreRtion ; 
of their 1 Chriſt, aroſe. many of the 
Saints from their earthen beds, ſays the Text, 2 
and appeared to many, Matthew. 27. 50, $25 _ 
$2.3 83. | 
"Form bis birth and being in the fleſh. 55 
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cke earti, cy muſt up {ior their Lord is ri- 
ſen) and make their appearanee in the holy 
City, thar it may be known they are not dead, 
bu: riſen by the vertue of his . 
lives for ever. And now having fulfilled all 
that was written ot bim, and all things on 
earth performed, that might ſerve either for 
the ſaſ vation, comfort, or conſolation of his; 


is Diſciples refreſhed with his preſence, and 
their wayering faith confirmed; his promiſe 


of ſending the Comforter renewed 3 the care 
of Nis ſheep committed to his Apoſtles; he 
blaffed and ſo aſcended up into Heaven. 
For having died to ſatisſie, and roſe again to 


juſtifie 3 ſo likewiſe is be aſcended to make 
- Inccfceſfion for us, not leaving nor forſaking 


his, till be hath with himſelf glorified them: 
and is not here ticn mercy, tree grace? 


* 
i 1 


Dyer, jer bus which the very Angels aſſurel- 
tand ane; for was ever mercy like the 


wercy of u great and moſt bigh Creator ? | 


Conſo!ation. 


A godly man well obſerves, the death 


therefore ſurely had an end 


of Chrift was the greareft and 
that ever God underrook and 


eſt de- 
, and 
rionable 
unto it: God, ſaith he, that willeth not the 
death of a finner, would not for any inferior 
end will the death of his Son, whom he lo- 


ved more then all Creatures beſide 3 ir muſt 
"needs 


e preat matter, for which God 
ſhould 
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DOVER enen; Alfiticn, 

ſhould come che death of bis Son, ſo holy, 
neee and Herre from er nel 
tber cbuld it be, Laith he any cher matter, 
zhen to rely chat which he moſt hated and 
that was fih 3, and to ſer forih ther 9 0 
* de ighred in, and that Was 81 94 

26. 

G herehote, What gracious f Lge ths: 
an. without admiration thinkupon lis ting 
the boſom of his Father, and 1 Grp be be 
vas poſſeſt of, entring this vale of tears for 
m, paſſing here along, and 8 weary Pilar 2 
4 not being delighted with 2 
Fa the Fig payer to 40 the wi 9 b. 

finiſi bis work work 11 

on Naik e: 'ferio 9 605 i 
2 upon the intended end of rheſ: his 
ngs, and with what love and affect ions 


be under went them 3 what can it ſay 7 
pat RR ſelf whh a 7 
K. den rent hs gh a 
S174 ( 144091 
n 4 miſt trad, yet I beſcæch ny fed 
1% declare ſometbing traſt end t 7 
oak and the affecklon w 
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Aa 'Conſilatjon, © 14850 21 %% lor ach 
bo will come therefore and rake with ine this 
ſhort view, of the end and affe ct ĩon both be. 
fore and after bis death; and firſt, The bigh 
end aĩme at in this great and merciful , lot, 
18 2 by Paul, ſaying, This is a ri 
25 and by wy means worthy to be recek- 
* Chriſt Jeſus cattle into the world to 
"ſave Gnners, 1 *% 1.15, In another place: 
"Tays, God was in Chriſt, and- reconciled rhe 
| "world ro himſelf, not imput ing their fins ni 
1 for he bath made him to be fin fir 
ich knew no fin, that we ſhould be 
| Retz hteduſneſs of God in kim, 2 (ot. 
"I. or tht end'of tis tak ing ourfleth, 
1211 ons fin in the fleſh, ſays tle ſame 
Hane Roni. 8. 3. For either Juſtice I. 
pon him for fin, 'which knew no fi 
r cord, which of it ſelf is tio think by 
An efore this Lamb 'of God 
e eben che fins of n who Tf) 
them on him, payed the full pr 
were rated at, quirred himſelf n all his 
Hou a true faith in him) ffom the eter · 
iſhment. due openly x 155 \ 204 per 
er they 4 Ae ger in hi Kin gdom, 
355 e arers 15 im in bis 


ot lefg 5 full in- 


this ; we — not of any thore wout his own 


family was ſo often reproved as Peter, nor Pe · 


ter for any _ ſo ſharply, as for N 


o Eo lation 
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or bim to pity himſelf and not tg ſuffer thoſo 
1 to come unt him, as he Ln ſpesk- 
heb, 98 which washis s ſufferings; no not far his 


— 


wa 


5 of him, for then a look recovered him: 
now h it js, Get thee þcliinde me San thou 

an offc nice u no, me, becauſe thay 1 
Fang: not the h ings thae are, of God, bur 

the ang that are 'of men ' Matthew 165 
22. 23. So zealous was he in this work of 4 
mercy, and ſo far from being diverted from = 
che rhing intended, that he expreſt more diſ- 1 
ptaſure tor this, then either for betraying, 
nying or forſaking of him; fon yaw muſt 
know. , that a decree being once n heaven 
is likewiſe unch — ſurer then 
tree of the Medes le) and Perſians, which ob 
eth not, Dan. 4 15. For their $ may 
weſecin Efth, 8,8. his canner, M4. 3:6 — 
ſervant David like e lr 'roplic e 

rery heatt o ſhewing, 
deftrebe had to 10 0 1180 200d will 55 155 C 
laying, Lo, I come, I deſire todo thy good: 
O my God,, yea, ſays he, Thy law is Within m my 
heart, Pſa. 40.7. Meover, be ſpeaking of his pal- 
ſion, ſays, I muſt be baptized with Baptiſm, 
and how am I grieved til it be ended, Luke 1 2. 
50. O how he was ftcaizged till this work; 
in- mans redemption. was; here 3 af 
2 | Sogreat was his love to man, and ſo care= 
on ful for bis ſalvation, that he omi: ted neither 
ul, time nor opportunity for Ihe pere irg ber 
ad of, ſaying to bis, Betrayst Tha 
undo quickly, eee 

ja 
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betal him, went 
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15 lation 
Traly the, of Men goath bs it was deter: 
mined, Luke 22.22. od ris betell-bim 
bur by tle” dererminare © counſel] and fore 
— ed e of God, At 2. 23. and greate 
this hach no man, that a mag [ay 
221 S life for His frien is; Y. are ny 
. be. (bur ir ruhs this) If. ye de 
oever I command you, Tobn 1 5. 13, 
14. Aud is not t here love. O my dul, the love 
of a Chiiſt which n W E 1 


ee 
Sa we! 15 ea B 
S ifo 
1 e nn 


fuch 4 lover (io them to whom 
ene W 
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erong to deb indeed, for 25 ; before, 
Eo kelürrectian, bow full of love 


and tender affection was all his couragezfor we 
Fai nt of atty orher reconcilemen: made be- 
ef and his Lord aſtex that reat ot · 


n bis Sar 
62:35 allo their 


F cant 18159 4 


* — * 


2 20 * 2er 


that be knew 


e. e- 2 4 


u uad Aae 


8 dealing of him > when he was ſeiz.c ou; and 
erf their unk in aneſs that could. not Mich with 
al him one hour when he was in his agony, yet 
rel when he was riſen. not a wer d af all this was 

e [nom in ing, for commrrily kjs firſt 


my and Peace be Unto. yon, Manb, 48. 4 John 
20.19. 
31 We boek bim W offended with ahem or 
ove 
reproving of them for i their 
p increduli: y & badneſs 7 Bama, they 
believed net them which had ſeen him, being 
riſen up again. Mark 16. 14; For wben tha 
Angel delivers his meſſage to Mary, be ſays, 
Go your way, and tell his Diſciples and Pe» 
1 ter, that be will go before you into Gal. lee, 


hom there ſhall ye ſee him Mark 16 7. It was nog 


25. * te name Peter in the generll. g= 
aun mongſt the reft bur; he muſk, be hu, in 
of = riculgs,3 Tall by  Diſcipl an Fett, 2 
by 


muſt know for all bis gest, elt, heit a8 
much concerned in A joyful dings 25.989 
nt. Again, himſelf ſeconding the meſiage of. 
Angel, ſays unto her, Go ja.my brethye 
ſay unto them, I aſcend unto my Father, and 
to your Father; and tomy God, your 

; God, Tobn 20 17. 


Te meſtage is but ſtort, — of hea 


e yenlv. comfort, that in it is cantainedithe 

ve nal happintſs of every, ſaul ber ae 

- E place x fm — For what 
ort can it ee iq tbe AAIAuth 

on tiency baden. delten flexi 
ar price that was paid for hm à Ff h $98 Wok 

Bd | faich to pleadan intereſt therein ? or * y 
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faith telſÞ thee that chy debt by him is paid , 
and his rightcouſneſs by impuration thine, 
ſo that has maiſt by a true faith in him, call 
his Father thy Father, and bis God thy Godz 
for it is a particular application that affords a 
particulsr comfort. Therefore may you not 
here be hold both before and after his death a 
heart full of love, full of affection toward 
his 7 The intended end of his taking the hu- 
mane nature, being to pur chaſe fot us that fa- 
vor (through himſelf) which we had loſt 
by diſebeltence, and with it that Heavenly 
inkericance , 'which we had t h Adam 
diſpoſſeſt our ſelves of; and this of bis own 
free gracious goodneſs, not by the inſtigation 
of any, onely himſelf prevailed with Bimſelf; 
his — —— os greatneſs, his mers 
cy wien his juſtice; and ſo through 
A Godbecame mans Father, and mafi Gas 
fori Sy adoption: for the ſatisfaRion in 
Chir iſt was looked upon and accepted of God, 
when wWe lad done nothing but offended 5 e 
Who then can, with the proud Phariſee, plead 0 
fo in their own defence * ( 


"4.4. %4 * 1 
phe ret Of DS - 4 
< . * 


fwd with the Phoiſc boof but all 
= "with the poor Publican cry, © Lord, be 


iful umo me a finner; for it moſt true, 
Toe ne of Chriſt ſvcd 2 
hearts conſtrain bis to 
love and en is de a ter table 
An for 19 om 


take away ſomrwhes of the freeneſs of the gife, 


and fulne(s of the ſat ij faction made and given 
onely as — by and of himſelf,” 
Conſolation, W 


It is very true: therefore if you conſider, 
you ſhall finde that Adam had done nothing 
but fin when the promiſe was made; neither 
bad ꝓacob done more then E ſau, that one was 
t hated, the other loved: Or what was Z ac he- 
but a ſinful Publican, a falſe accuſer, till 
1Chriſt looked up into the Tree and call'd him 
n donn? neither was the Thief any other then 
na thief, till he had received a promiſe of Hea- 
f; ¶ ven from his Savior, and then, though he was 
condemned by man, and ſuffered here for his 
h fault, yet he was juſtified before his God, and 
Js made a glorified Saint in Heaven: And what 
inis here to be ſeen but Gods free grace and rich 
d, | mercy in Chriſt, without the leaſt deſert or 
4; merit, which grace and mercy cannot be 
ad N rightly diſcerned, till our own unworthineſs 

(in void and empty of all good) be clearly 
een. a 
For when God ſhall be pleaſed in mercy to 
I gire any of his grace, to conſider and behold 
all their ſelves out of Chriſt (for it muſt be grant 
be led, tha God muſt fiſt love us, before thick 
ue, we can truly love or deſire aright to ſeek him, 
our 1 John 4. 19. He muſt draw us before we can 
te run after him, Cant. 1. 3+ Our Savior putting 
blen impoſſibility upon it, ſays, No man car 
ul rome to me, except the Father which bath ſen, 
ene draw him, Iohn 6. 44. He mult kit give, 
G before 


fo © oy © wo e 
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before he will either dun or accept of any 
thing in or from us, becauſe he will neither 
own nor accept of any thing but what is his 
own 3 aſſuredly they ſhall then ſee that in 
themſelves, which will make chem haſten to 
the Throne of Grace with petitions for mere 
3 which Petitions, O my ſoul, being deli- 
by the hand of a true faith, in the name 
of thy dear Lord and Savior, will find a better 
welcome then the Shunam̃ites did at the 
feet of Eliſbe, 2 Kings 4. 27. Bur you muſt 
withal remember that he can diſtinguiſh the 


touch of a true faith from an accidental touch 


ina 


3 the one may paſs without regard, 


the other is anſwered both with cure and com- 


fort; for he cannot be touched by faith, 
and vertue not iſſue from him, Lutte 8. 44 45. 
Peradventure his time may bear a longer date 
then your expectation, but affuredly it will 
not fail to come in the beſt and moſt ſeaſons 
able time, and that is it which is appointed 
by himſelf. | 

Though he tarry, O my ſovl, yet wait, for 
yet a very little while, and he that ſhall come, 
will come, and will not tarry, Cieb. 10.37. The 
Lord is good, and as a ſtrung hold in the day 
of trouble, and he knoweth them that truſt in 
him Nabum 1. 7. 
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Conſolation. 


Iwill; Firſt ic muſt not be an idle, but a 
working faith, Gal. 5. 5,6, Secondly, It muſk 
not be a barren, but a fruitful faith, am z. 
14. Col. 1. 10. Thirdly, It maſt. not be alone, 
but accompanyed by vertues train, 2 Pet. 1. 
5, 6. Laſtly, It muſt not be onely a general, 
but a particular applying Faith, Jan. 2. 19. 
Luke 4. 41. Fobn 20. 28. 4 

And firſt, not an idle, but w working fakh3 
The ſoul that hath received (from God) the 


giſt of a true faith, will not be idle, but la- 


boring in the ways of God; for, ſays holy 
Paul, His grace which is in me was not in 
vain; but I labored more abundautly then 
they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which 
is with me, 1 Cor. 15. 10, (fo careful was he 
to give the glory to him to whom onely it did 
belong) and being once aequsinted with his 
Saviour, how zealous was he in his work, and 
bow highly did he value the knowledge of 
him, eſteeming nor to know any thing (ave 
12 and him crucified? 1 Cor 2. 2. 

* i have 3 all things as and 
I do judge them to be doung that I might win 
Cui, Pbil.3 8. He knew — Jewel 
of greateſt yalue, that Pearl of higheſt prices, 


for who having bus taſted of his goodnelsby | + '*: 


a. true faith, under- values not all this inferior 
place can afford, in compariſon of him, im» 
ploy ing alkhe faculties of ſoul 8 body 


in the labor and ſearch of this knowledge 3 
continuslly meditating _ contemplating up» 
J - 2 


; tf A comfortable contemplation 


on bis bleſſed ſtories, of love, carefully ob- 
ſerving in them what hath been done for thee, 
and remembring out of them what is required 
of thee 3 conſidering what thou hadſt been 
without a Savior, and with a holy thankful- 
neſs, rej at the high priviledge thou 
enjoyeſt by a Chriſt : And this and ſuch like, 
is the holy imployment that ſhould attend a 
. OthatT could live onely the life of faith. 


attending on that wiſd 4 0 
ga. Cbriſt Feſus, tre apt nr ag] : 


fſulneſs of that fountain ſet open for fin and for 
leanne(s : Lord, bear „ and, 
— 1 i the Mie 


- -*: - Conſolation. NZ e 2 
Secondly , Not a barren , but a fruitful 
faith; a ſoul that is poſſeſt of a true faith, 
as it will be laboring in the knowledge of 
God, fo likewiſe will it be fruittul in good 
works, to the glory of his God: For, ſays 
2 — „Let pu light ſo ſhine —— 
x may ſee your good works, o- 
tiſie your Father — woe Heaven, Mach, 


5. 16. 1 Pet.2. 12. For by being fruitful ia 


good works, you perform the end for which 
you were created, which was ſor the glory of 
thy Creator, Iſa. 427. Let us conſider, ſaies 
the Author to the Hebrews; one another to 
proveke unto love, and to good works ; Let us 
exhort one another, and that ſo much the 
more, becauſe ye ſee that the day draweth _ 
* Þ — ar 
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Mat. 12.33 ? Or how can the truth of faith 
appear, but by good works, which is the fruit 
of faith? Therefore, as the Apoſtle ame: 
ſays, Underſtand, O chou vain man, that 
the faith which is without works is dead, as 


the body without the ſpirit is dead, 7a. 2. And 


as a godly Writer ſaith, Let no man adulte - 
rate the truth, nor impoſe upon Chriſts mercy 
what it will not bear, nor endeavor to fever 
faith from good works, leſt he ſever his ſoul 
from life; for though faith juſtifie our works 
before God, yet our works juſtifie our faith 
before men: We are to conceive, ſays he, 
that though faith alone do juſtifie, yet that. 
faifh which juſtifieth is not alone, but joyned. 
with charity and good works 3 and though 
good works are not the cauſe why God crowne 


eth us, yet we muſt take them in our way to 


Heaven, or elſe we ſhall never come there 3 
therefore as no friend of Chriſts, will, with his 
enemies, maintain the merit of them; ſo I hope 
none will be ſo impious as to deny the neceſſi- 
ty of them; for aſſuredly a true faith will not 
be a barren, but a fruitful faith. And hird- 
ly, not alone, but attended by vertues train 3. 
for ſays the Apoſtle Peter, Joyn moreover 
vertue with your faith, and with vertue know - 
ledge, and with knowledge tempei ance, and 
with temperance patience, and with patience 
godlineſs, and with godlineſs brotherly-kind- 
neſs, and with brotherly-kindneſs love; for it 
theſe things be among you, and abound, they 
wil make you neither idle nor unfruitful in ac- 


knowledging our Lord Jeſus, 2 Pet. 1. 5, 6,778. 
G 3 for 
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for certainly this may paſs for an approved 
truth, that where a true faith is (the firſt link 
—— oUn chain) there is —_— the 
truth of all other graces, t h venture 
the meaſure of them is — an in- 
creaſe of which, God looks continually to be 
ſollicited 3 and theſe are the companions of 2 
true faith. 
\ndlaffly; not onely a general, but a par- 
dar applying faith: for onely to know Jeſus 

on of the moſt high God, is the 
acknowledgement of the Divels, Mark 5. 7. 
or to believe there is one God, Thou doſt well 
ſays che Apoſtle, but what follows, The Di- 
vels alſo believe it and tremble, am. 2. 19. But 
to believe that this one mo} high God gave 
this Son of his love, Chriſt Jeſus, for thy ſins, 
belongs onely to a true faith: Before Thoms: 
faith was confirmed, he (aid, Except ] ſee in 
his hands the print of the nails, and pat mine 
hand into his fide, Iwill not believe; but af- 
ter he had both ſeen und toucht him, be could 
ſay, Thou art my Lord and my God, John 20. 


28. 


Pau, though he puts forth a Proclama- 
tion in the genetal name of ſinners, yet he 
concludes with the particular, Of whom I am 
chief: For ſhould the mercies of Chriſt ex- 
read to the ſalvation of all ſinners thou onely 
excluded, what were it to thee but an addition 
to thy miſery? if the Balſom be never fo pre- 
cious, or never ſo plenty, yet if it be not ap- 
plied to thy wound, alas, it may feſter, rankle, 
nay tot, for all the vertue of the Balſom. 


Soul, 


Ffir ene in afflition. 
Soul. 


O therefore I deſire, I deſire that my great- 
eſt care and endeavor be, to know Chriſt and 
bim crucified for my fins, and tobe riſen for 
my juſtification, and to be aſcended to intercede 
and make requeſt for me; for in hacing bim, 
I bave the fountain of all bipgineſ i witb- 
out him miſery in per fefion 3 through Wehel 
and aſſijtancc of him, I may with i e, 
do any thing, both be full and be hungry, abaund 
aud have want ; but without him; I can neither 
want without mur muring, nor abound without 
pride: through bim I may conquer the four dead- 
ly enemies of my ſaluation; withous bim, the 
weakeſt inſtrument from the weakeſt enemy 
foils me; with bim Jan (before the Father) 
& d juſtiſied Paul; without him as 4 condem- 
ned Saul : O therefore, Lord, give me ih true 
and af ing faith, that carries into thy preſence 
wi A 


Conſolation. 


O my ſoul, my ſoul, thy eternal well-being 
is folded up indeed in a Chbrift, and this 
Chriſt is thine onely by a true faith, end this 
faich is the gift of God; and where he gives 
ic in any meaſure, he looks to be ſought to for 
the increaſing — — of it: O be 
an importunate beggar) for he loves them, and 
ſeldom go they empty from him: And I be- 
ſeech you, let your works juſtifie your faith 
bere, and your ä juſtifie your werks | 

| 4 1 
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in heaven, that ſo you may not be as they 
that proteſs they know God, but by works de- 
ny him, and are abominable and diſobedient, 
and unto every good work reprobate , Tit. 


1. 16. 


Soul. 


deu ſbewed and proved to me that af- 
li net forth of tbe duſt, but — 
wiſe. « er ful, and 4 merciful God, from 
which attributes you have ga bered incourage- 
ments for me to truſt in bim in all condi- 
tions. | 

Again you bave ſbewed me the cauſe ib 
provokes this God io aſflict, which + ſin, from 
whence I confeſs ariſeth to me juſt cauſe of bu- 
miliuion. | 

Tou have likewiſe ſhewed me the rock from 
whence I was bewen, bow bard and craggei it 
, and how ready, upon every touch with the + 
fteel of temptation upon my flinty heart, fin is 
xe tage fire, and ſo to conſume my well-being : 
for I confeſs, fincethe general fall of man; 1 
jee 0-tginal fin hath left ſuch a univerſal corru 
tion upon my whole frame, that naturally I 
withſtand and oppoſe all good ; and being left 
— in my _ —— # act 77 - 3 and 

at fin, as you have ſhewed me, is of fo deep an 
METS die, that notbing but the blood of the 
Lamb of God could purge and cleanſe it. 

Ton have likewiſe ſbewed me the excellent 
vertue this —— — | . — 
lovely ſin- polluted fouls, preſenting them (bei 
clothed with bis robes) us bis Father, who ac- 
* cepts 
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cepts, and loves them for bis ſake. | 
Tou beve alſo traced this Lamb from ihe pro- 
miſe to the performance, and from the per form- 
ance into the very lap and boſom of the Father, 
where he ever lives to intercede for bis. 
Tou have incouraged me to get up this rock, 
there to caſt anchor, let ing me know with what 
hand I mnſt hold, and be made able to ride out of 
all torms, ſhewing me that I muſt mos e | 
ſail ro Heaven by Heaven, fince few in ih voi- 
age can.ſhun, at leaſt, touching on be coaſts of 
Hell; for many are tbe troubles of the righ« 
teous. So nom, | 2 
I beſcech you to proceed 4 linile further, and 
to diſcover unto me if there be 4 content to be 
found in the creature, and to ſhow me ſomething: 
concerning the time of trial. | 


* 
— 8 > * » 


Conſolation. 


I ſhall anſwer your defire with 8s much: 
brevity as I can, ſhewing you the vanity and 
inſufficiency of the Creature, eicher to con- 
tent or ſatisfie the ſou) or body, ot it ſelf, in 
time of need; for a poor ſoul in miſery, fly-- 
ing for relief to any thing under the Sun, 
findes them to be but yanity and vexation of 
ſpirit; yet I confeſs, to uſe the Creatures, as 
the true godly man doth; there is much com 
fort to be found in them, as to defire God to 
remove the curſe from them, and to give his 
bleſſing in the uſe of them, ſo that we may 
not uſe them inordinately, nor impole more 
truſt M chem then beeometh the Creature 2 - 
For though God bleſſeth a gracious ſoul with 

. * plen ey 


> 
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plenty of good things, yet the deſires of ſuc h 
a ſoul is, 2 m al e of them here t o 
the glory of the giver; and while here ir ſtays, 
waiting the pleaſure of his God, ir defires to 
be directed by him in all things 3 for aſſured- 
ly it knows Chriftto be both in life and death 
advantage; e wich holy Paul, to be 
ooſed and rg Chriſt, which is beſt of 


alals, bi hts are far above this 
ye of fuch a ſoul are of too 
hich a itcain to be reache by inferior things, 
it cannot fax on any thing below the degree of 
2 Chriſt, with joy and delight, it may ſigh 
out the 3 d time here in obedience to 
his Gad, but certainly cannot reſt in no ha- 
ven but the boſom of Chriſt ; for what con- 
tems ſuch a ſoul, muſt be ſpiritual and eternal, 
ee muſt —— Creator 8 it, he that 
greatneſs doth fill Heaven and earth, Fer. 
23. 24+ and for honor and dignity is higher 
e higheſt 3 thou which arr called Febo- 
uh, art alone, even the moſt high overall the 
earth, Pſal 83. 18. The outward ſervice of 
the body is all hs expected from the Crea- 
ture : All the labor of man is for his mouth, 
ret the ſoul is not filled, ſaith the Preacher, 
Eccl. 6 7. the earth is low, becauſe under the 
Sun; and little, becauſe within a com- 
pals . cannot content nor ſatiaße the 
Far as one well obſerves, the Creature can: 
milk out no ſweetneſs, but when God fills 
theic bceſts 3 but being fill'd and bleſt by 
kim, they may then — 


. thoſe breſts of conſolation ; for view bur the. 
Creature ⁊s it was left 2 fin, and as 
they are too frequently uſed, and you may be- 
hold them to be vanity and vexation of ſpirit, 
fin cauſing the vanity,and the vanity the yex- 
ation; fer let a coverous mans bag ſwell with. 
gold,and his coffers be crammed with treaſure, 
yet the covetous dehires of his heart remain 
empty and unſatisfied, ſtill coveting, ſtill de- 
ſiring more, laboring and toiling to lade him 


ſelf with thick clay, and to gather much of 


this pleaſing earth (and when all is done, it is 
but earth, and not able to content or ſatisfie) 
yea, and many times have denyed themſelves 
neceſſaries, and ſo have dyed in want in the 
midſt of plenty: A covetuous man ſeldom 
ſearches after other God then his Gold, or o- 
ther Heaven then this he is poſſeſt of, pleaſing 
himſelf with thinking, that he hath treaſure 
laid up for many years, little dreaming that 
body and ſoul may that night be ſeparated, 
and a Meſſenger ſeat to ſummon an appear- 
ance at Gods Tribunal, where be will Fade, 
when it is too late, the bad fruit that ſprings. 
from ſo evil a root. 
Or turn the ſtream but in the other chan 
nel, and may you not behold a Prodigal, run- 
ning himſelf out of an eſtate with eaſe and 
delight: A good and orderly man would be 
hre waly ene, and put to it to finde out 
ſuch ways to waſte a ſtore, which he hath in 
bis brain ready coined 3 and when all is ſpent, 
is forc'd to turn home with ſubmiſſion in one 
band, and confeſſion in the other, being glad 
| | to 
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do be accepted on any terms, or elſe to feed 
with (wine till. | 
Again, the belly of a glutton may be filled 
(«irh vw yg Manna) up to the throar,and | 
yer his luſt, with the Iſraelites, empty and un- 
fatisfied. | 
ADrunkard likewiſe may be ſo leaden with | 
his Bachus god, that he may (beaſtlike) be | 
| 
| 


forc'd to dil-burthen himſelf, and yet he ent- 
neſtly covering to pour in more. 

You may aſſo heap as many titles of ho- 
nor and greatneſs upon an ambitious, vain- 
glorious man, as would over- and trou- 
ble the memory of an humble and godly man, 
and yet his proud minde not ſatisfied 3 for the 5 
negle& of one Mordecai is able ſhrewdly io | 
difturb the proud heart of a great Haman. | 

Again, how oft have we ſeen a power to- | 
procure Phyſicians, and wealth to obtain Ph)? 
ſick at any rate, but a bleſſing denyed; or | 
plenty of meat, but a ſtomach abſent, God 
giving not power to eat thereof, Eccleſ. 6. 2 ?: 

Nay, thoſe Creatures that were ordained to 
novriſti and maintain life, many times, either | 
by exceſs, or too long reſtraint from them, | 
have proved cauſes either of ſickneſs or death; | 
ws being bleſt, as Iſaid before, they are com- 
orts. | 
Aſſuredly, had true content been folded 1 8 | 

in any thing under the Sun, Solomons wil- 
dom had made diſcovery of it; bad it been in. | 
the ſumptuous pomp of an earthly Court, he 
had enjoyed it 3 or had it been in compa- 
ny fuitable roa royel minde, he would have 
P and it 3 or hn it been in the vaſt greatneſs 
B 2 8 5 | | of 
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of a 2 Kingdom, he had obtained it; 
or had it been in great and Princely attend 
ance, he had attained unto it; or had it been 
in great Houſes or ſtately Palaces, in multi- 
tude of ſubjects, or in delicate dyet; in plea» 
ſant Gardens and Orchards planted with trees 
of all fruir, ſurely it had not deen concealed 
from him, tor he had riches, honor, and wiſ- 
dom, above all that were before him, or ſhall 
come after him, 1 Kings 3. 1 231 3. Tet he after 
the enjoyment of all the pleaſures (I think) 
the whole earth could afford, pronounced them 
all to be vanity & vexation of ipirit,Eccl. 2.17. 
Bur let the command of the Creator be up- 
on the weakeſt of his Creatures, and then what 
are they not able to do either for comfort er 
diſcomfort ? Is it not recorded for the glory of 
his power, and the comtort of thoſe that were 
to ſurvive, that the command of a powerful 
God being upon ſuch weak and contemptible 
creatures, as frogs, lice and flys, that they were 


able to diſturb and annoy ſo great a King as 


Pharaoh was 3 nay, and by the vileſt ot theſe 
that he ſhould confound the wiſdom of the In- 


chanters, making them to confeſs it to be the 


finger of God, Exa d. 8B. 18 Again, you may (eg 
a lump of dry figs, being preſcribed by an 
Iſaiab, is of ſufficient vertue to recover an 
Hezelzab, 2 Ring. 20. 7. And Fordans rivers 
able rocleanſe an Naamans leproſie, if com- 


manded thither by a ſervant of the Lords, 


2 King: 5.14: And now know, O my ſoul:the 
ſame Lord changeth not, neither is his hand 
ſhortned that it cannot ſave, but he will do 
ger ebe be wilahereore cry f bis 

eK. .. 
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Soul. 


Nom you beve ſbemed to me the vanity of the 
Creanre, and proved that there is no true con- 
tem bus in the arms of 4 (Chriſt, which J ſee 
clearly to be 4 truth: I beſcech you likewi(cto 
ew me ſometbing concerning ibe time of trial. 
that ſo I might with the more hepe and patience 
wait my appointed time here, unil my change 
Pall come. 


Conſolation. 


To anſwer your defire in this, you muſt 
know, it as a great content to a ſick patiem, to 
be confident he is in the hand of a wiſe, able, 
and merciful Phyſician, he neither fears not 
queſtions the mixing of his pot ions: So you, 
when you ſhall rightly conſider that you are 
in the hands of your wiſe and merciful 

"Maker, who will not let you faint away, in 
the long and ſtrong workings of affli ions, 
i & will comfort you, for he knows well, (and 
needs not thy information) the diſpoſmion 
and 2 both of ſoul and —* _ 
quantity ity thou wrt able to di- 
delt — eiting, and what weight of 
aMiQtion thou canſt bear without ſink ing; for 
he knowe:h whereof we be made, he remem« 
breth we are but duſt, Pſal. 103 14. There- 
fore let him do what ſcemeth him good, and if 
affli d ions break in thee with violence, & 


one meſſenger of ſal tidings backing another 
5 W 
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25 Fobs did, imicate him, who 

the loſs of all, filences all paſſions with, The 
Lord hath given, and the Lord bath taken, 
Bleſſed be the name of the Lord: Preſume 
not thou then to mix thy own portion, leſt 
God in wrath make thee drink ir ; for though 
ia the mouth it may be ſweetas honey, yet 

the belly it may cauſe bitterneſs, and thou with 
the Tſraelites have juſt cauſe to proclaim thy 
ſelf but an ill chuſer: Believe it, he will 
not put in one bitter ingredient more then is 
uſeful, neither ſhall it work a minute longer 
then the diſeaſe requires 3 therefore limit nor 
the holy One: it may be the afflictions de- 
hgned for thee in the high Court of Heaven, 
is with Fonabt, very ſharp ; but then aſſured- 
ly it is with his, very ſhort, a three days wa- 
ding, and then brought to the ſhore 3 for the 
times and ſeaſons are in his hand, who orders 
all things in great wiſdom:he knows how long 
it ĩs fit for thee to ſwim in proſperity, and when, 
and how long to wade in adverſity, and when 
to blaſt both theſe conditions, and to: ſettle 
thee in that golden mean deſired by wife 4 
gur, Prov. 30. 7, 8, % And where to put a 
period to all theſe variable eſtates, & to tran- 
port thee to the Celeſtial Feruſalem : There - 
fore ſhould afflictions attend thee in the [pring 
of thy life, or wait on thee until Midſummer 
nay, ſhould they not leave thee in Autumn, 
no, nor give thee no reſt even until the dead 
of Winter, yet believe it, they muſt then 
2 and give place to joys that never 


| 
Be not then diſcouraged , . my ſouly 


for oue in afffiction. | 
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never ſo tempeſtuous; the journey ne- 
ver ſo long and tedious, the Inn never ſo bad, 
and thy ſelf never ſo weak and unable to in- 
counter with theſe difficulties, fince thou haſt 
a God whole power is made perfect through 
weakneſs, who can make pleaſant the hot B 
e of the ſcorching flames; and make thee 
fairer and in better liking, being fed with pulſe, 
then if thou didſt eat of all the dainties of 
Babel: He is able to make thee paſs as many 
ils as Paul, and yet come off with honor to 

is Name, 2 Cor. 11. 26. 

Affliction to the ſoul, is like Phyſick to 
the body, and we ſee ſome bodies require a 
conſtant courſe of Phyſick, or elle they are 
laid up with diſeaſes: Some again expect. it 
every Spring and Fall, or elſe it is ſuppoſed 
they are not able to continue; and ſome paſſe 
from the womb to the grave with a very ſmall 


portion. 
So fares it with afflict ions: as they are diſ- 
| penced by a hand of providence, he ſetting 
the time, and ordering the portion according 
=". tothe ſoul that ĩs to have iv - -- 
One, ſaich Fob; dyeth in his full ſtrength, 
Xing in all cafe and proſperity, his breſts are 
full of milk, and his bones run full of mar- 
row; and another dieth in the bitterneſs of 
4 his ſoul, and never eateth with pleaſure, Fob 
a 20. 33, 24. ſome ſowe in tears, but reap in joy, 
4 . their laſt days being bleſt more then their 


| And thus it ſeems good in the eyes of our 
wt Phyfician to order his poor Patients, who 
k are 


— -- 


though the way be never ſo fowl and deep, the 
wes ch 
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are but beggers at beſt ; and beggers ought 
and = 0. the pleaſure of this 
King: Your betters, O my ſoul, have 

it elbe you 3 what if with an Abraham thou 
wait 25 years for a long deſired Iſaac ? or with 
an Iſaac, twenty years for a Jacob; or with a 
Foſepb, ſuffer twelve years exile before thou 
come to the great preferment intended for” 
thee ? Yer believe, and the time limited by 
the holy One ſhall come, when Abraham 
ſhall imbrace an Iſaac, and Iſaac a Facob, and 
Foſepb be made ſecond in Egypt: Kingdom, 
gen. 12 4 and 21. 5. and 25. 20, 26. 

Or what if thou lieſt a begging ipple for- 
ty years, a Peter may unexpectedly give thee 
perfect health, Aﬀs 3. 2. and 4. 22. 

Or haſt thou been bound eight years to 
thy couch with a Palſie? yer believes for the 
1 — 
ing power, if he ou ſhalt i late 
ly ariſe & truſs thy — together, AT.9.33, 
34. Or haſt thou been diſealed 38 years, and 
ſo friendleſs that none will farther thy cure, 
ſo much asto be ready, when the water is 
troubled, to put thee in ? yet be comforted, that 
time being finiſhed, a Chriſt may appear and 


:ſfay, Riſe, take up thy bed and walk, Jahn 5.8. 


Or haſt thou been eighteen years vext with a 
ſpirir of infirmity, inſomuch that thou art not 
able to lift up thy (elf in any wiſe 3 well, wait 
but out that date, and then it may be ſaid, 
Thou art looſed from thy diſeaſe, Luke 13.11, 
12. Or haſt thou been diſeaſed twelve years, 
and ſpegr all thou haſt upon Phyſicians, and 
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art much worſe (ſo that now thou haſt the 
diſeaſe of poverty added to the former) yer 
believe if thou canſt by faith but ſteal a touch, b. 
thou haſt a cure, & wich it a crown: The hand | th 
that ſteals ſhall be commended, and the thing 
ſtolen be confirmed by him from whom it was 
Kollen, Mark 5. 

Or art thou ſtruck dumb with Zacharias, 
for thy incredulity ? yet be comforted, it is but I ci 
while the yoice is breeding, for ſoon after tho 
birth thy mouth ſhaſl- be opened, and thou 
ſhalr praiſe thy God, Lake 1. bs 

For this is the power that increaſed the oy] 
to the poor widow, for the redemprion of her 
ſons 3 and gave to the Sbunamite a (on at the 
requeſt of his ſervant, and reſtored him be- 
ing dead. 

This power multiplyed the loaves, and 
made the pottage ſweet > What ſhall I ſay? 
for who can utter the great things ther 
ure done by this God of power, who did the 
wonders in Egypt, and great things in che 
Red-ſca ? 

Therefore, O my ſoul, ſay thou in all 
my afflictions to the King of Heaven, as 
once that holy Martyr, Maſter Fehn Brad- 
ford did, (to an acquaintance of his) ſaying, 
Tf the Queen will give me life, I will thank 
her; if ſhe will baniſh me, I will thank 
her; If he will burn me, I will thank her; 
If ſhe wil condemn me to perpetual Impriſon- 
ment, I will thank her. 

Thus it becomes a childe of God tobe IF 
thankful in all conditions, even under rm 
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hand that is laying on; for God not ſeldom | 


cures by wounding, croſſing the body, that 
be might — ſoul; and who that is 


thus dealt with, hath cauſe to complain? 


Soul. 


2 I confeſs you have enſwered my deſire con · 
ut cerning both the trial, and the time of trial; 
bs if for I ſee, (through mercy) I am in the band 
u of 4 wiſe and merciful Phyſician, whoſe bands 

are not ſhortned ; there fore the defire of my 
i foul &, to ſubmit to bim in all things : Be not 
r then caſt down, O my ſovl, nor be not diſquict- 
e ed within me, but wait on God, truſt in bim, 
and always give him praiſe, for he is thy help in 

time of trouble, and be knows ibem that truſt 
i FF inbim- O, I ſay, that per ſect excellency, that 
) if moſt excellent perfection that ever was, I ſee 
t | be will not lay more on bis, then be will groe 
> if ſtrength to bear; be will not wound ibo ſe al- 
> i ready wounded, nor make thaſe ſores bleed 4 

freſh, that have not yet their blood ſtenchi; nor 
bring tidings of over-whelming ſorrows, to 


; © thoſe that are wading in that ſad ſea, unleſs be 
- if (ce great cauſe ſor it; no, be ſays, Thoſe that 


traf in bim, mercy ſhall compaſs them, and whas 
cn butt a mercy-incompaſt ſoul / 
/ 
Conſolation. 1 


I cannot blame you, O my ſoul, to hover 
about this rop-branch (mercy) of that great 
Cedar,  whate root fills Heaven, and bis 
branches Earth,upon which I would ys" 

| ettleg 
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ſertle, and act as one inc round with 
mercy z then ſhould Hay rk tempeſt 
ſhake thee, yet thy wavering may not prove 
thy caſting down ; but if thou ſhouldſt with 
mercy fall, thou ſhalt with mercy riſe a- 
gain. | 

For he was hovering longer over one City 
to deſtroy ir; then he was in making the whole 


world, Foſb. 6. 15. Gen. z. 3. Nay , before 


he will utterly deſtroy a people, he will ſend 
his ſwiſt Meſſengers that ſhall run through e- 
very ſtreet, and make a privy ſearch, and in- 
quite in the open places thereof, If chere can 
a man be found that executeth judgement, and 
ſecketh the truth, and he will pardon it, Fer. 
3. 1. 
For how was his great Majeſty pleaſed to con- 
— times on requeſt of his ſervant 
» who with him concerning 
Sodom, and fell from fifty to ten; who au- 
ſwered, I will not deſtroy it for tens ſake ? 
Beſides, this lover of ſouls will take no report, 
but be will go down now and ſee whether they 


have done altogether according to that cry 


which came up unto him, before that fiery 
ſtorm ſhall fall upon them, Gen. 18. 
And now, what cannot this love of God 


in Chriſt conſtrain thee to, being called and 


ſummoned by him ? for let but the Almigh- 
ty put that great honor upon any, and ſay, un- 
to you it is given for Chriſt, that not onely 
ye ſhould believe in him, but alſo ſuffer for 
his ſake, and then they need in nothing fear 
their adverſaries, Pbil. x. 28, 29. For with a 

_ .chearful countenance have they gone to — 
25 ery 
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kery chariot, ſmiling. death in the fate, im- 
bracing and kifling the take at which they 
wuſt reſign. their breath ; for death cannot 
take a ſhape ſo grim and ugly, as to frighten 
—— from their hold of Chriſt, becauſe held 
Andttough in their journey to death the 
want of his preſence may make them go with 
a ſadded heart, yet thou mayeſt, while in this 
vail of tears, have cauſe with Mr. Glover the 
Martyr to cry out, O Aazgufiine, He is come, 
his dll —— 10 ; 
2 e to te the e- 
ſus from his beloved, Rom. 8.38. | 
All ages have had experience of the good- 
neſs of the Lord, towards thoſe whom he 
bath honored ro ſuffer for his Names ſake 5 
for. through him his can do any thing 3 and 
if the heart be acted by love, it will fer all 
the parts and faculties on work; as the feet 
to carry, the eyes to weep tears to waſh his 
feet, the hair to ſerve as 2 towel to wi 
them, the lips to kiſs them, the hands to waſh 
wipe, and anoint-them 3 and all this being 
done with great affect ion, is the thing ey 
by Chriſt, and was by him- accepted, com- 
mended, rewarded; that they were accepted, 
appears by his ſecret Fhecking of Simons un- 
kindeneſs, by repeating her kindneſs: that ſhe 


was commended, in 'theſe-words, for ſhe lo- 


ved muth : and tharſhe was rewatded even 
with the greateſt of mercies, x $a. Jr” 
are forgiven thee, Luke 7. 37. For « * 
ly where Chriſt is pleaſed to the heart 
of droſſie ſubſtance, and to take full poſſeſ on 
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fan to lay, 
bloſſom, neither ſhall fruit be in the Vines; 
the laber of the Olive ſhall fail, and the 


> They ſhall, for when this weak and carth- 
Tabernacle of thine, O my foul, ſhall be 

- withia the bowels of her mother 
1 ſumed to its: ſirſt duſt; 
| thy Gods in his appointed time, raiſe 
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Feruſalem, that holy City, whoſe Builder is 
cond-mat» hy 8 
tious are O 
of God, and yetall that is or can be ſpoken) 
is but according to che weakneſs of our capa= 
city 3 for ir lies not in the power of the heart 
to conceive, ncr of the tongue to utter the 
glorious things of our God, Tant wirneſſeth, 

— e which hea- 
— 2 — he ſigh out his time here, 

langing to be Ibeſed, and to be with Chriſt, 
whole preſence it is that makes the Heaven a 
Heaven, beautifying and making lovely the 
places of his refulence 2 whoſe company ſhall 

innumerable 35 and the Aſſemhly 
and C the ſirſt · horn which ae 
i 8 . yo 

3 men, 
and Jeſus the Mediator of the New Teſta» 
ment. Heb. 12. 12. 

Where the Saints ſhall ſhout for joy to ſee 
their true Salomon crowned with glory, the 

very Heavens ſhall ring with this eccho, Ho- 
Iy, b boly, holy Lord God of Sabbath, ſalvati- 
00, glory honor and power, be to the Lord 
for evermore. - 

O certainly mv ſoul, could thou with the 

eyes 


N Ne A 
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3 wn > 
* a 
I > 
1 


behold but a glimps of thy Saviours glory, 
though under a ſhower of ſtones with Stepben, 
thou wouldſt joyfully endure the crofs, and 
deſpiſe the ſhame, and be content willingly 
with Elias to go to that Kingdom, although it 
were in a fiery charĩot. . 


Soul. 


, O may this clay-cottage be but admitted to 

— the — we 1 
to - prai ſe bim to all eternity, I x08 

— 


Con ſela ion. 


No, O my ſoul, you need not, but rather 
count the affl ictions of this preſent time not 
, worthy of the glory which ſhall be ſhewed un- 
to us; forin on to light and momen · 
tary affitQions hath that lover of ſouls put an 
excellent and eternal weight of glory, from 
which ns ſhall be able to ſeparate us, be- 
eauſe he is able to ſave to the uttermoſt them 
that come unto God by him, Heh. 2. 25. O 
that word uttermoſt, what a latitude is it of, 
that ing can look beyond it l therefore it 
is worthy to be written with the golden pen of 
faith, in the marble hearts of all that deſire 
to he ſaved to the uttermoſt; for out of love 
to his he acted all he did act, and did ĩt to the 


Soul. 


eyes of Faith pierce thoſe aaur d curtains, and 
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hes I (criouſly conſider the tranſcendent 
e — — — 

Hedges we iner 10. „ n one 
be ——— or children of —_— 
High; but wn is more, the well beloved 
(arſe I cann t but 
LAT e 

bim, at oe 

ſes thine be art = bim, Job 7 19 2 Ob [ 
could net diſbonor bim with fin, hat jo bath be- 
nored me with mercy. PETR 


Con ſol ation. 
O my ſoul, be diligent and tri in warch- 


fulneis, that fo thou maifſt not abate nor cool 


in thy fir love, but that it may g ow- and 
thou be every day more inflames. wü this 
love of his; for out of love, 1 ſay, was he 
given unto us by the Father, Fobn 3. 16. And 
out of love e ĩd he come to ſeck and to ſave hat 
which was loſt. Lake 19. 10. And dear affe- 
ction moved him to come and be a Phyfician 
to thole that were fick 3 for he loved mercy, 
8nd not ſacrifice, and came not to call the 
righteous, but ſinners to repentance, Matt 9. 
125 1 o . 5 


Therefore believe it, for Truth it (elf bach ; 


ſpoken it, whoſe ward is paſt, and cannot be 
recalled 2 Heaven and earth may pals away, 
bart his word ſſ all not paſs away, Matt 24.35. 
1 Pei. 1. 25, For Lord, thy word is ietled in 
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Heaven, Pſal 119.89. (and cannot be remo 
ved.) And thou, O Savior, haſt ſealed it 
with thy blood on earth, and it cannot be al- 
tereckz a Bill of thy Hand is given, to which 
-I fay, thou haſt ſcaled, and iris teſtified by 
:wirneſles, even thyown Apaſtles, and left in 
our own cuſtody to peruſe, that none of them 
that were given thee thou wilt loſe, neither 
: hall any be able to take them out of thy hand, 
either by affliction or perſecut ĩon, but in ſpite 
of all oppoſitions here, thou wilt in thine own 
time give them a Kingdom, Foba 10. 28. and 
6. 39. and 17. 12. and 13. 1. Fans 1. 15. 
Mattb. 19. 29. Luke 12. 32. 

Therefore, O my ſoul, hear counſel, and 
receive inſtruction, that thou mayeſt be wiſe 
in the latter end, Prov. 19. 20. and not la- 
bor for the meat that periſheth, but for the 
meat which endureth unto everlaſting life, 
which the Soo of man ſhall give uno you, 
Fubu 6. 27. O ſeek firſt the Kingdom of God, 
and his righteouſneſs, and all theſe things 
(which is, meat, drink; and cloathes) ſhall 
miniſtred unto you, ſaith our Saviour, Matt. 
6. 33. O chat thou couldſt be ſtedfaſt, un- 
moveable, abounding always in the works of 
the Lord, foraſmuch as ye know that your la- 
bor is not in vain in the Lord, x Cor. 15. 58. 
Fot in his appointed time his ſhall ceſt from 
their labors, and their works ſhall follow 
them, Rev. 14. 13. But you muſt remem- 
ber ir is not enough to begin well, for ſaith So- 

domon, better is the end of a thing then the 
beginning, Eccleſ. 7. 10. Whoſoever ſhall 
endure unto the end, ſhall be ſaved, mo our 
vicrs, 
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Savior, Matth, 13. 13. reciting the end of 


| their faith, even che ſalvation of their ſouls, 


"4 


1 Pet. 1. 9. 
And now that thou mayeſt die the death 
of the righteaus, learn betimes ta live the life 
I 
in the das ot ty youth ; PT.ITTAY yaunra 
1 4h from thee, in which 
been forgetful of thy Maker: Yer I beſeech 
thee, let not a minute more pals thee without 


a {crious and humble conſideration, both of 


what thou haſt been, and what thou oughteſt 
to have been, hegging, for ſhelter under his 
Frincely wings; beſeeching Eim to inable 


| thee, for the time of thy pilgrimage here, to 
walk worthy of the Lord, and pleaſe him in 


all things: For afſuredly, O my ſoul, there 
is much comfort to be found in an humble 
walkin? with thy God, for he it is that can do 
thee good at thy latter end. 
O therefore be diligent, chat ye may be 
found of him in peace without ſpot, and 
blameleſs, according as his divine power hath 
given unto us all things that pertain unto life 
and godlineſs, through the acknowledging of 
him that hath called us unto glory and vertue, 
whereby moſt great and precious promijles are 
given unto us; that by them ye ſhould be par- 
takers of the divine nature, in that ye flee 
7 corrupt ion which is in the world through 
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„ Soul. 
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Saul. 


Other T bal wings W 
Tie an and be be & ref. with the bleſſed 10 
all eternity, where I ſhould never act (ce nor 
bear of fin more i ſer bere I wall, but anne 
as 1 would, flic the corruption which i in ide 

r . 


_ Conſolatzon. 


Yer O my ſoul, with comfer remember | 
that he hath ſhewed thee what is g , and 
what be requires of thee, Mics. 6.8 l. For he 
. racher then Sacrifice 3 8 
dience, rather then burnt · offerings, Hoſ. 6 6. 
For when the great King pronounces his bleſ- 
fang ro the ſheep on his hand, ſaying, 

Come ye bleſſed ef my Father, inherit ye the 
pr for you, from the founda- 
tion of the worldg. What doth he there men- 
tion, but fix acts ef mercy, under which is 
ee e neceflary for one 
member to do unto another, which he reckons 
as done unto himſelf ? Math 25.34. 35> 36. 
For, ſays he, He chat rectveth you, recciverh 
me, and he that recci : eth me, receiveth bim 
that ſent me. Aatbh, 10. 40 Nay, and a re- 
ward is promited unto them, tor ſays he to 
his Diiciplcs, Whoioever ſhall give you cup” 
of water to dr ink for my Name take, becauie 
ye b long to Chrift, venily I lay unto you, he 
mall not loie his reward, Mark 9.4 . O there- 
fore pray — your God may make you 

worthy 
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Falk all 
faich wich power, that the name of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt may be glorifi-d in you, and ye 
in him, according to the grace ot our God, 
and of che Lord jeſus Chriſt, 2 Theſſal. 1. 
11,12. 

No the ver; Gad of pence ſanRike you 
throughout, that your whole ſpirit, and ſoul 


and body may be kept blameleſs unto the 


coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Th . 
23 · And now, O my ſoul, my earneſt requeſt 
to thee is, that as thou haſt ſigh d out thy 
complaint, intermint with Prayer; ſo I be- 
ſeech thee, let thy conciution be with the brea · 
things forth of his praiſes more largely. 


Lanck-forth, O wy foul; lanch tecth into 


that deep, and let that Ocean ſwallow up thy 
s: O begin that here chat muſt be 


diligen:, O be diligent my ſoul, in the pra- 
Ae D 


ing of Haven; for are the onel 
Ln {poke in 3 and 5 
ic is the moſt pleaſings work to a Saint 3 fer 
they have not had large hearts to praiſe him 
for his goodneſs ? | . 


thy glorious imployment to all Ererniry ; be 


pen all occaſions to dec hrt the praiſes of the 


i 7 J þ- . — I 
0 SITY 
— + ap PL * 
ö 1 2 
* 
* 5 
2 


aby of bis calling, and ful6l all the good 
pleaſure of his —— » and the — of 
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Soul. 


2 epteaſe ibee, o Lord, to fn= 
iy ben, onde open mouth, EA 


ls 
1 thy mercies are wok 
' For I confeſs, Mt my bears babbeek 
falſe, and repining, and my eypre- 
denſer fo ll end loo, the all thy dealing: 
. ſeemed in deep diſpleaſure hut 
2 f chy Sen, bad in (ome 
= thoſe clauts, ben, O then I 
— gies; — bery almi- 
er ee nigh 


| war F ſet as 
for thy ri tar; er bai ha . 


not adyancing the glory of thy neercy, in not ta · 
hing thy deadly arrow, 205 two. ed ged ſword, 
that ot to unrexoverable miſery: But now 
ibroũgb ty goodneſs, I (bh my afftictions as one 
of the greateſt mercies I received ſince Tentred 
& vail of tears; and ſball, through thy affiſt - 
ante, on all occaſions be * to — 
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#3 with great thankfulne 
praiſe — to thee on this account. 


Thew alas, I conld in ſome meaſare conſider 
- thy ſatherly tenderneſs toward me, when thon 
wert pleaſed to pus me, as it were, in & cleft, 
while by wrath paſt by, and when thouſands fell 
with thy arrows ſticking in them (taking their 
ace in that ac Bill) yet that thou wert ples- . 
ſed to ſhroud me ameneſtibe few preferved 3 ſo 
that the Plague came not in the place of my be- 
ing, but I 1m left to praiſe thee among tbe li- 
ving : O what a mcrcy i here to lie unregard- 
ed ! but now inable me, inable me, O Lord, to 
redeem my time, and to praiſe thee cominuilly 
while I am bere in ibi earthen being. 
. Now, tbrough thy love to me, I can ſee what 
—— — when thou wert — 
reſcue me Da gloomy temp!ation, hi 
was , To blaſpbeme God, and die, for why 
Ded I mais on meters wy which 
2omp! ation ſeaſa on me in tbe midſt of [added 
thoughts, which thoughts were as femei to main- 
tain fuch prodigioms fire, that bad it flemed uu 
ene moment of r 
conſumed my well-being long ſince; but thow 
wert pleaſed to come in due time (due, becauſe 
it was thy time) and didſt deliver nr. 

— — Lord, I — — 
expreſi my thankfulneſs, in an holy and a bum- 
ble walking with — mor an in thi vatt 
of tears, that others may be d to love 
-thee, and my ſelf confirmed in tbe love of thee 
and of thy ways. 

O glories God, then through thy mercy T 

could behold in ſome weak meaſure thy love to 

; H4 poor 


A comfortable Contemplation 

franers, even in that Sou of thy love, the 
oe as 6 of which may Ro A- 
gels ſtand ameyed ; for was ever love hike this 
leve? what, to give « Son, i an oncly Son; 4 
—— an undcfile! Son, and not to 

iſbment or tmpriſenmcnt, but to death; nay, 
and a curſed too, and all this both willing 
I and fr:el; ? He laid down bis life. ne man 
— from bim: O was ever love like this 


Conſelation. 


No, O my foul, for the love of Chriſt 
paſſeth knowledge 3 but now, as I bare al 
ready (aid, the comfort is, to know for whom 
— — — 

exceeds m2thers, or a 
his was wondertal, paſſing the love of wo- 
men, 2 S.. 26.) and that ſometime is 28 
as dea: h, I ſay this love of Chriſt 
all, therefore who is it that can be ca- 
pable of (ach love as his is? _ 


Soul. 


F< — - 

O you beve ſbew1 my, you beve ſhewd me 
ubo# b rbar domaken wh to receive. and 
then receives (byawbich the mercie # doubled) 
eren poor bumble: fuers, ſuch 6s were utter 
enemies to their gre a Creator, of whom I ans 


* 
a 85 Conſolation, 
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It is true, my ſoul, as 1 have ſhewed that 
thy (elf, with the reſt of thy fellow ſinners, 
are by nature enemies to God, yet in Chriſt 
reconciled and made gcceptable having his 
necdle-work taiment oi thou arr all glorious, 
for in his Wardrobe are tich robes, and Slori- 
ous, plume to wing thy faith with ſuch aſſu - 
redly as will carry thee above thy leaden ſelf, 
for unutterable are the deneſits a poor ſoul re- 
ceives by the death of the 1 ord BY Se: 
fore be large in thy chankfulneſs, | 


Soul. 


The benefits are great indeed, ker be bath 
freed me from an ternal death, backed with 


- exernal wrath 3 he hach reconciled. together 


fire an ftubdle, fo that they cha hes” and 
there be na conſuming but the ſweet imbraces 
of love 3 nay, he bach urchaſt for me an ere» 
na} Kingdom, and with it a eternal Crown: 
mi rod alto the ſome cuminn 
3 he will loriom wich his 
and then p. n Edle Fax 
eren Image of his Son in 

taking me for bſs* own thilde, will 
1 me _— — —_ ſame love, even with bis 
everlaſting love, an will give m with Rim- 
ſelf as much true bappine e a is pothible 


l nee fer ding wi ue! 
abe N N 3 
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ful King is my Father, his Beloved m 
eldeſt Brother, 3 

And for malice, ir dares not approach the 
Tac er And for 8 
It wv ya a t at no 
zime can reach z for. . i tcl & word E- 
ternity, ſweerens all the reſt. 

No this and much more * ain for poor 
knners: for could-I but trace him in bis daily 
acts of providence , I muſt candudeabey like 
himſelf are infinite. - 

. kene hear 8 
ton ue to utter; the ale due to m vv 
— — * 1 theſe — 
for me: O let me offer praiſe, by which Ih 
$lorige thee 3; let my mouth be lle with oy 
praiſe and with thy glory every day, for great 
& the Lord, and greatly to be ed, Praiſes 
and glory are = him; power and beauty 
are in his Palace: O let thy high gets de is 


D chat | hay pratle thee acchfdi 
wh, har x. O ave mie from 


re 
Ef. =. my 7 and . me in- 


e ale d 'fhall praiſe 
1 SE Deat. 
n A ESL 

12 eee 11 rolf, e ok 


W d ay d 3 n 
anexcies of God to you, be a means of your 
— ochers to ſeck aud wait on him, 


* 
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rn them ſtrang 


9 na 


SIEM \— 6 ate 
L S.. 1 R q 
for one is iat. 


chat he hath done, that poſterity may om 
for the children which ſhall be born, 
ſtand up and declare it to their chil- 


mall 
dren, chat they might ſer their hopes an God, 


and not forget the works of the Lord, but keep- 
dis commandments, Fſal. 78. 


— 


Soul. 


o ſpirit were faithful tomard God, 
then ſbould I, with the Prophet, invite all to 
come, taſte and ſee, bow gracious the Lord n, 


pany in their 


the [ame exceſs of riot, 
evil of you; 1 Pet. 4- 4+ 
So likewiſe Paul in bi jour ne) be Heaven, 
cares not how many goes with him, for ſart be 
to Agrippa, I world 20 God not oncly that, 
bus alſo all that bear me tb day, were both al 
moſt ind altogether ſuch as 1 am, except theſe 
bonds; Acts 26. 28. Therefore I ſhall do, 4s 
they ſax common Beggars do, who when they 
dave fared well a 4 great mans gait, (end - 
hers of ibeir own rank thither: Se L hui 
in ſome meaſure taſted the ſweetneſs of dimſelf, 
make known to my fellow ſinners bis good- 
neſs tome: There 14 merciful Proclamation 
abroad, and I have taſted ibe bene it of is, whe 
tenor is this, Ho every one that thirſtetb, come ye 
20 the waters,& ye that bæve ro fer come 
and eas, Come, I ſay, buy wine an4 milk wb 
aw ver; ani withous money, Is 55. 
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. Geld, following thee 


free 
I bumbly Aefire, that nothing mi cauſe me, 
wih ibem in the Goſpel, —— bus 


* that I may foll-w bard towardibe mark for ibe 
price of Oo leb calling of == Cbriſt Je- 


adcaling ad 
pur backz fer ibere 
e Brümeus: 


I, Fhil. 3 14. There are rich 
ih ir is o cauſe of fear bein 
ere ere Lazarus, and bl 


be 
4 — — poor 


Lagings 4844. 
it may be to 4 place 
where bis worthy name will be blaſpbemed, and 
— with exceſe, crjing, O 
beerknel ta my c 36 
bad thy prefferity been as the flood,and thy rigb 
1 — weves of od. ve _ 
O cenſ ier bi mournings,nay bis weeping 
Jerulaiem, Marth. 23 therefore les no tranſgreſ- 
ſors-over their tran nor hide their ini 
Nen ia their boſen, barber uns ſuch ag 


pom the fo 
but ſt at r 
(ay with Jo- | 


255 
againſt God, Gen 39? O no, Lord, 


that grieves ſuch a God, and 
Hcaven if nos prevented; 


furnace geon 
the uneaſte flocks, theſe will be bar eaße yokes, 
and light burthens 3 and ſbould it be far that I 
have 10 carry thy burthen. yer I wall not fear 
my able ſupporter 3 and I 
al, yo regs 


Jor 

rhankful ſufferer, and bighly bal I priſe & 
0 
lande of Fiom for thou 675 af Gde. 
refing by ju{gement, 10 in anger, left rhon 
ing x to nothing, Jer. 10. 24-0 me 
Lord, from drooping under ſuch « band thut is 
ided by ſuch power . wiſdom and mercys tbere- 
1 that mate the Lord ubely 


. Jenſlation 


*** * 5 i : GA * 3 » 
for oue in affliftion.. | 


3 
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"31 PEAS Re. 
153 A comfortable contemplation 


Conſolation 


Now for concluſton, O my foul, my re- 

. queſt is, That you would be diligent in a 

modeſt ſearch of holy Seriptures; remember 

the men of Berea are recorded as more noble 

then they of TheſſWonic i, becauſe they received 

the word with readineſs of minde, and ſearch- 

ed the Sct ĩptures daily, 4d&s 17.11, O make 

them thy rule to walk by, for they are able to 

make thee wiſe unto ſalvation, through faith 

in Chriſt Jeſus, and what por witdom 

nee dſt thou cover ? Q mySoul, be careful in 

the right underſtanding ot them, but take heed 

nding in thy too curious ſearch in- 
- to their ſecrets 3 for that Sun that lightens 
and comfarts with its beams, can with its 
double property, dazel and make blinde the 
100 bold intruder: For ſecret things belong 
| | unto the Lord our God, but thoſe things that 
# are revcaled, belong unto us and ta our chil- 
1 dren for ever, Deus. 29. 29. Therefore hum- 
=  - dly beſeech the Searcher of hearts, to open 
38 -thy eyes, as he did Hagars, and thy heart, as 
= he did Lydia 4, and then thou wilt ſee the 
= — for fin and for unclean» 


And chen ſhalt thou attend unto the things 
dat concern thy eternal wel heing; for the 
way of man is not in himſelf, neither is it 
an man to yalk and direct his ſteps, Fer. 10. 
33» But, aich tbe Lord, I will give —_ 


thin enen 


. py 8 * 1 . A 7 f ” 
— —_ . 
LY 0 1 
> T5 2 Ca. s 0 » 
| en on.. ; 


| vel, to perform it unto them. 


Flowers, not carcleſly peruſed, and the pra · 


JW. 29: 
hearr to know me, that I am the Lord, ö 
and they ſhall- be my people, and I will 
be their God , for they ſhall return unto 
me with their whole heart, Fer. 24:7. The 
fix and thirtieth of Exckie!, is a Chapter 
full of high and tranſcendent promiſes, both 
ſpiritual and temporal; but it coneludes with 
(and ſo ſhall L Thus ſaith the Lord God, I 
will yet for this be ſought of the houſe of I- 


Soul. 


O the theſe truths that you baue garder= 
ed ant of the Garden of holy Writ, and pre- 
ſented to me, might be as ſo many ſcleffed 


Fice wot regarded, but bound up and tyed toge- 
ther with the golden chain of faith; Lord, plant 
them in my heart, that barren ſoil: Tet fince 
my forfeiture of it, ti thy own by purcbeſe, 
and 4 plot on which thou baſt beſtowed m 
labor; thou haſt bedg d and keps it from 
the wilde Beaſti that range this wilderneſs : 
thou baft pruned and digged abem it, and 
_ of dew bave been ſprinkled upen it 

thou baſt waited many three years for fruit, 
and behold, none but milde grapes, briers and. 
thorns, it _ forth. 

O now Lord, who can judge betwixs thee- 
and this piece of earth, bu thy ſelf ? and 
therefore I appeal to thee, not oneiy as tho 
art Lord of the purchaſe, but alſo as thou art 
buthandman to thy own purchaſed ſeed, beſeech- 
n 
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beart, and ro gather out all the ſtones (jor 
Lord, ti full) to plans it with thy beſt pl. nee, 
and to contmand iby clouds to rain a con. nued 
ſhower non it; and bedge it double, I. rd, that 
it breaks net th) bounds, nor the Beaſts of the 
foreſt break net into it: And build 4 Tower 
in tbe dſt of is for thy ſelf to dwell in, and 
to flcer the courſe of all things belonging to it, 
And Lord, though thou baſt many ſeeds. 
men. many Pauls and Apollos, whoſe labors 
thou bleſt w;th a fruit ful increaſe; yet the 
ſeed of grace is ſown by no hand but thy own : 
O ſowe n, Lord plentifully in my heart, that it 
may make alt other ſeed fruit ful, and give 4 
75 aut ſcent to all that ſprings from ground 


O let not eny of it fall by the way-fde. left that 
wicked ont dcyour it; nor let not one (tone 
be is thi ground. that it may take d 
ſo ba tribulation nor perſecution — pn 
cauſe 1 withering 3 ler the thorny — 
of this world choak any part of it, but let it bo 
& ſeed ſown in good ground, bringing forth 
2 . e er 

incauragement 0 510 ſcek ro 
true Ha, . 
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SIN and MERCY. 


Briefly Diſcovered : 
| WS» | | 
he vall taken a little 
-= Þ from before both. 


* Together with the AUTHORS 
Accus Ar ION, CONFESS1iON, 


5 and BRL I E F. 

4 

{ With - Deaths Progreſs. 
And a particular Application of the 
e Bao.x of onde. 

, INTE — 

4 By the unworthieſt of the ſervants of the 
| Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Elizabeth Major. 

, 1 3 
b Rom. 1 3. 12,13, 14. The night is paſt. and theday is 


at band, let us therefore caſt away the works of 

darkneſs, and let ws put on the armor of light, ſo 
that we walk boneſtly as in the day, not in gluttony 
and druukenneſs, neither in chambering and wan · 
zonncſs, nor in ſtrife and envying z but put ye on 
te Lord Feſus Chriſt, and take no bought for the 

fleſb, to fulfiltbe lufts of it- 


— _—_— 
— _—_— 
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Courteous Reader, 


f He writing of theſe Lines, #«- 
| to ſhew y Aae of the in- 

. ſuing diſcourſe : therefore I 
ſhall declare the firſt of my going out 
into the world: I was, till the fifteenth: 
or fixtcenthyear of my age, brought up 


by 4 godly and careful Father ( 
Mother being taken from me in my in- 


fancy) from whom ! went to 4 great” | 


424 honorable Family, where novice 1 
thin was tolerated, and under a wiſe 
and ver tuous Go vernneſs I lived nere 
ten rien God was pleaſed to viſi me 
wit h lameneſs, by the taking of a greu s 
heat and cold; which weakneſs did 
not violently ſeize on me, but by de- 
grees deprived me of. my ſtrength, and 
in 4 ſhort time made me almoſt unable 
1% 20 or help my ſelf + Then was I 
forc't to repair home to wy Father a-. 
„ [#3] gait 


Tothe Reader. 
gain, where I was perſued with an 
— de ſire ft == , and 
having ſome menty in my own hands, | 
T endeavorea the accompliſhing of that | 
defire, without an humble and obeai- 
ent ſubmiſsion to the will of God in it 
(and this, O this was my great evil:) 
therefore ke was pleaſed to let me 
take my conrſe in be ſearch of it, but 
blaſted me in all I uſed, [othat 1 frent 
all, and was much worſe. 

Now it often hapned in my refortto 
thoſe that pretended skill in lameneſs 
(mh wiom I ſometimes lodged) that 
they were ſuch a people, 4s 1 did nat 
know Gy experience) had been in the 
warli, vertue being at ſuch a diſtance 
from them, and vice tolerated in their 

Habitation, and ſuch evils as 1 could 
not thirk had been in a Goſpel- age. 

Therefore being returned home, 
where vpon ſerious conſideration I [aw 
my folly, and found that I had loſt 
much. time, in which I had offended 

Cod, 40 deprived my ſelf of _ 

MO. itile 
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To the Reader. 


little health I enj eyed, ſpent my money, 

and onely gaining a ſight and know- 

ledge of thoſe things, I humbly deſire 

my ſoul may ever abhor; therefore 1 
had no reſt in me, till 1 had ſhewed my 

indignation againſt what ſo much of- 
exded me. 

Now for my writing againſt ſome 
ſins, kn ow (they were the fruits of ſome 
ſad hours) in the particul wiſing of 
ſeme, all are included: But it may be 
ſome w:ll ſay, There are ſins named, 
that your bluſking Sex ſhould want con- 
fidence to mention. To this I anſwer, 
Sure I am, that fewer ever writ 4- 
gainſt them, then committed them: 0 
[ fear, I fear there is no ſin under the 
Jen, but ſome one or other of my Sex 
 havebeen ſtained with the guilt of it 
(1-wiſh my judgement failed inthis ;) 
therefore I deſire to put on a+ holy con- 

| fidence, and not to bluſh to declare the 
hatred of my ſoul againſt amy 

For when I had ith my thoughts in 

„ ſome - 


Co 


To the Reader. 
ſome meaſure unmas bed ſin, and ſaw 
the ugly deformity of it, and how 

there was no ſin but might in ſome kind 

be owned by me, the ſeed of all by na- 
ture being in me, free grace onely ma- 
de difference; I thought I might, 
without offence to any, ſhew hom much 
abbor the things I have ſeen and 
beard to be acted undir the ſun. 
And now to you, O my friends, 1 
preſent thele pocr and undreſt lines, be- 


ing as they came into the world, I not 


Finding am hand to help me to put it 
into 2 dreſs then what it brong ht 
with it. FO. 
For though I mas not ambitions of 


A beautiful babe, yet I confeſs I would 


gladly have had it appear comely.. 
therefore where you finde it harſh or ap- 
even, know, 17 ſhould not have come a- 
broad ſo, had net my ignorance to finde 
. the fault been the 77. is. Ter l 
Fe e e eee 

it, hoping that in it youJhall finde truth 


, nd plainneſs; ſothat if it do no gobd 


mm. 2» ÞK — 2 


To the Reader. . 

in the world, yet it will do no hurt, ſtill 
ſerving me here as my leſſon to learn 
and practice, till ſummoned by death; 
and then I ſhall leave it s 4 Legacy 10 
ny friends, whoſe Prayers I beg, and 
ſhall by the help of my. Savior return 
wine y them. | 


Elizabeth Major. 


J 
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ERRA T A. 


Pl for ſtoop. read ſtab, p. 25. I. 23 for 
thee, read the, p. 33 J. 15. for acleanting, read 
Cleanſe us, p. 37 l. 16. for tate, r. ſaved, p. 40 l. 22, 
red anger be upon, p 45 l. 35, for O that I had 


been, r. or been, p. 49 J. 4, for denyed, r. dined, p. 


514 21, for well r. wiſe, I. 24 for greater r. great, p. 
521. 28 dele both, and in the ent of the li- e read 
imbraced, p. 64 l. 22 for there r. tor, p. 71 l. 25 r. 
and proiie, p. 78 l. 5 for allow r. have brought, p 90 
I. 11 for fouls r. ſelves. p. 104 l. 30 for ſowrę r. loxer, 
p. 10) I. 5 for reſt r. uicd, p 1121.18 for leaving r. 
having, p. 1174, 16 for likewite r. like himſelf, p. 118 
J. 24 r. fo after, l. 26 for courage r. carriage p. 120 
I. 2 r. thee not, p. 13 54. 26 for where r. when, p. 138 
I. 26 for my read thy. | 
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SIN and MERCY. 
Briefly diſcovered, 


W. © Soul foſally here to lie, 


What ball Ids, or whether 4 ; 1 


0 3 d of this my heavy . 3 
x Soul. | \ 4 
| OT am ſick eve" ready now ia die, -— 
Ire none gives comfort io my _"_ 

Conſolation. 


Alas what is the cauſe of this thygrief? . . \ © 
Conceal ir not, you mey ee 3 
Tell me, I pray, what is t oppr u. 
Dang — — bans = nil 

om ſome row J 
Thy grief thou muſt to ſome Phyſician how : 
Or ach k riſe from che ſad thoughts of ſin, 
Which a long ſeaſon chou balt lived in ? 


* 


. Its and * 


* ck 


1 c for which cry, I pray 


5g for bey Lubbe while here I ſtay 
525 ſed 902 rigs ftower me) fall, * 
paraning mercy, even for F 
ö The fes e ever 1 — — 
Zended knees, Io bere I crave x 

EXT if com fort y. to me can give, 
- I prog conceal it not, that I may live 
1 To bleſs the time I you did meer withai, 

A 10 aſſiſt you, on the moſt bigh call. 


; Conſolation. 
II this che. cauſe, O Soul, than moan Joſt make ? 
$3 52 then weep my — — thy — aaa 3 
= t every thought o et None Pals by 3 

Ne Ade ber mere beloved ones, bur for all cry =” 
1 n 
br watt! thee in his time hel hear, 
3 pp anſwer too; look thorow that deep died glaſs 
” Of — 5 —— let them not leb paſs 
$ erious thoughts: There view the price be paid, 
N ln dehold | the ſatisfaRion made 2 5 
By his bleſt ſelf: for know his gift is free, 
As well as full, fot out of love did hne 
Sire his bleſt Son: In Reps of mercy trace 

F Thy ri hreous God, unto the throne of Grace, 
* Where ly lay thy (elf as low as duſt, 
- Beholding hr below a Chriſt thar muſk 
Afford thee comfort: O raiſe thy _ to bim, 
And let his love conſttain thee to hate 
* dearef love, I ſay, unite thee ſtill 
To thy Lord Chrift 3 ſubenit umo his will 
err Beliere mich kü you hall | 


he, * Tas ed. 
br : 


oy a Gods, for with 8 Cheit cohes ll ah 
The ponder well, my ſoul, the 'a A ; A 
And humbly wait, as well as humbly crave, Ne 
— 20 my offend Gul. eo oe 


(Whoſe fins deſervd a ſword, ard... <0 
He pleas'd to take) 4 free diſcharge fm all | . 
My ſad offences, under the which I fall : 
Tf be help net that's mighty, ales wy crimes 
Are bainozs, bebold the place, the times SY 
Cone in agtinſt me ; e | Ei ; 


Conſolation, 

I fay again, unto the throne of you 
Believe God is, and that reward he wil 
The faichful ſeekers, believe, believe Rim ſtill 4 | 
'Tis lifeerernal to 2 th _— RS 
The onely v tofee oy te 8 
As ſent tom tom mz A 888 unto 6 cheer : " * 8 | 7 
Believ t far truth, the work that he dens as 
By his bleſt Spirit, he to perfection brings: "OY 
Converſion then's his work, O ſeek, O pray, 
And humbly wait, ſeek him, ſeek him, 1 ſay, a 
That's found of them that ders him not: Oe - oh +: f 
That's high and lofty, inhabi ing Eternity, =” I 
Reſt no:; till born aga' thy bias ne Han — . 
Old things to hate; © bluſh, O be bm! 
To feed on husks, den childrens bread is fre. 
Are crums for dogs, and yet but husks for thee * 
There's. milk for dides and ma for ſor wen. 
At thy Fathers Table; leave husks for them 
Thar live Swine like, the fate too low, too mean 
For high born ſouls, as tüflne being born again; 
Far gracious ſouls reliſh no meanct tare,” | 


II er lovely Chriſt his ſerrieqs their are S 
. — and will not break 
ES, iſed reed, though in. potent and weak: 
A torrent of corrupcions ſhall not drown, 
I Thekindlea ſpark chat mercy doch ſu round: 
Wust then if gifs be (mall, droop nat, for they 
Deck not for Heaven, grace onely wins the day. 
I berefore Saint Pads advice I wiſh thee take, 
Let him chat ſtole, that falthy fin orſake : 
Haſt cheu unjuſtly the goods of any got? 
It lt *rwill waſte with it a well gain'd flock. 
Alas, becarcful, keep it not, make (peed, 
Neſtore the ſame, make peace; for know the deed 
Which thou haſt done is naught, alas thy God 
Thou haft offended, believ t he with his rod 
V ill thee correct: If thou repent not now, 
His wrath may kindle, and his angry brow 
Hel bend a aĩnſt thee 3 I with thee not to ſtay, 
Hat fora 2 Believe, believe and pray: 
| 'Tby Savior once had mercy on a thick. 
Soul. 
Lord, unto thee I come, who onely art 
Adle to pay my debe, and inrich my bert 
Wich ſaving Grace. O t of all droſs, 
J. with Saint Part, count all, ſave thee, but loſs, 
And with Zac hen reſtores then maiſt thou ſay, 
Into this foul ſalvations come this day: 
Tor none directs the heart to good, I ſee, 


fort, if tbou of Thieves wert chick, 
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zul hover there, fac all I Won e in there. 
And thou bedſt ak, therefute Thalteto hee? 
If Lord thou be my Pilot, my thip to ſteer, 
h coſt with tempeſts, yet no wrack I fear; 
Keep then this Bark from roving, and let it be, 
Fill d with thy gales and mounted up to thee, 


—— 


On Pride cauſed by Wealth, 
Conſolains, , 28 


R is it pride? Alas, how low 's the rate LS 

O The ſoui's at, whom an angry God doth hate? 

What is'ttranſparts thee thus beyond thy elf ; | 

I; honor, beauty, ſtrength, wiſiom or wealth ? =7 
If wealth that puffs thee, ſtay and take a view, Aj 

For in the day of wrath wealth will not do 

Thee any good, tis righteouſneſs prevails 3. 
Experience ſhews, abulcd wealth oft fails: 

What cret unſeen ways to waſte a tore, 

A Gol offended hath ? he can make poor. 

For ſoon the Giver can thy treaſures turn _ 
Into a flame, them and thy (elf to burn 
The moth can eat thy garments, and cankred ruſt 
Thy bays of treaſure, if but once acciſt 3 
Beſides, wcalth and content we often (ee 
At variance, where 2 is, — _ be. 

Again, they have Eagles wings, * 21 
Their Lords — and haſt away: 81 9 
Or if death come, while you in wealch do flow, : 
N. gifts can ſtay him, no riches here below ©: 
Regudeth he; hel not cſtetm thee more _— 


2 


+ ty in Religion, I bave heard ſay, 
ry is hock, "twill fuck away 
t The heatr and life, but makes the Oak decay. 
Q ken if rich, ſhun pride, relieve the poor, 
W-- Praiſe God for wealth, pray him to bleſs thy ſtore ; 
It poor, dilpair not, Gods providence you ſee 
> t to Sparrows, believe, and twill to thee : 
If betwixt both, thy ſtate I hold the beſt, 
ba hath to give, and wants not, lives at reſt ; 
©. Yer; O my ſoul, be thou obedien: ſtill, 
8 Inall eſtates ſubmit unto his will: 


Soul. 


Is wealth unconſtant, is danger hid therein? 
love of ir the root of every (in ? 

AIs here nought then, bur vain and empty ſhows ? 
I nothing here wherewkh the ſoul can cloſe ? 
= Ts here 6negreet'2-hath another riches ſtore ? 
Are ſome in rh*mean ? do vihers live but poor ? 
A wealth ſo various as oft to take a flight, 
I o inrich at noon, forſake beſche t be night ? 
Then, Omy foul, away, and feck true wealthy. 
That ruſt nor moth tant est, nor thief by ſtealth 


- "Drive thee of 3 Sway, hie to the bref 
| From whence k hene and hee enden. 4 


2 


brief ene 


And Lord, while here ] — 

And grace to praiſer thee, ever Fc is 1 4 ==pH 
O give me, Lord, true faith; „ then ſhall I flic 
From all chats end and mount to thee abe. 


Conſolation, 


Rist with honors airy y wings you u flic 7 
O Ift be uſurp d, or elſe abus d, twil lie 
As low as duſt, thy (elf with it hall 

For preſidents to minde the ſtories call 

Of Abſolom, lo through by-ways he try d 
To ger a Crown, in whick attempt he aff, 
Remember Herod, who togk more then uh 

For which preſumption, the filly wort bh. 
And that proud King, who'ld not confi confels.that God 
Was King of Kings, until he felt his rod; 
Who then his throne muſt quit, he, he ar 
Muſt tike a beaſt, even with. beaſts eat 

The fields his Palace, his Canopy the, _ 
The earths his pallet, where his body lies 3 
Which body muſt be wet with heavens %% 
His hair like Eagles feathers on him greFwr/, 
And nails like to birds claws, all honor's Its 
Where now's great Babel be for's honor built 

From men he's driven, he with beaſts — — 
Till he confeſſeth God, and gi == him praiſe ; 5 
His kingdoms then ceitor'd, his former grace 
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"=> the proud, God can abaſe : © 
he wiſe man duch the mueſt way deſcry, 


. elore une honor goes humlly: 
I chr da vertuous life thou t tel be 


— and honor be fit for thee 3 
"- Climb not tnat hill ch ough by ways. God will (ce, 
r a ſcarch for thee: 
| Whac if in Frs Priſon : 1 
ns Er — 

if a thy me can 
_— 2noinc thee 2 

it-a Captive 2 ar Court thou thalt be ſeen, 


E Bc ki'd-and le. u, and male a gl. rious Queen- 
5 "pads eee 


thy care be, to reign eternally: 


1 la Kingdom gi ive 


<a torelga wich tim and live. | 


Soul. 
I ſee al boner r uin, lee it muſt, 


N 1 to merrom as low as duff : 


© Ti <ibers afions, and ther airy breath 
| Muſt ef the boner, as vain it is 4s earth : 
che bonor 1 en earth do creve, 


© Xe bert do ſerve my ' ord ; tha while ' have 


image en ea 1b, coe may be 


Tz aFHs,to praiſe and boner thee. 


| Thatlfe b-ing 2 9 2 all paſt tha. 5 tranſtory, 
* 0 eternal glory. 
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On Pride cauſed by Beau. 


Conſolation, 3 


| R is it beauty chat delighteth thee, | 
O That one days flower? for beauty that we ſee 


In moſt perfection, may blaſted be ere night, 
A Cherub face that pleas d, now may affright, "= 
Being liable to change while here it is: 

Orit it ſcape, old age it cannot mils : 

Or ſay it flouriſh, it may prove a ſnare 

Unto the owners, beauty requires care 
It draws moſt eyes, yet it with vertue deck, 

And vertue will give to thoſe eyes a check 

That dare to ſend atainted look to harm, 3 

Or wrong her honor that by vertu'sarm'd 3 

All equal welcome finde ſuch ill ſuits bring, | 

n . 

'Twill ſhun all places where ſuch Serpents dwell, 

Or flee the neſt before it break the ſhell 3 

Corrupted breaths ir loathes : an outward grace 

Goes with the inward, both waiting on the face | 

Thar's truly beautious 3 the grace that is Divine _— 

Makes it more lovely, and with more luſtre ſhine, NY 

Sure beauty void cf grace is but a trap a 

o catch fond foels, the wiſe regard not that. 

I have ſeen vertue lov d though t hath been ſer 


But in an ordinary Cabinet; | 

And beauty loath d when given to exceſs, 2 
Or elſe corrupted with laſciviouſneſs 3 . 
Therefore Ile value beauty where I finde, 
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is adorned with a vertuous minde Qu = 
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Soul. : 
Aae me, O Lord, like the Kings daughter, which 
tba beauty bath that's truly called ſuch; 
And with thy grace, O deck my naked ſoul, 

| Then own tby own, in mercy me bebeld: 

O make me lovely, frame my beart aright, . 
That thou mayeſt like, and then be my delight : 
For ti that beauty, *tis that (Lord) I crave 

| That is within, that beauty I would bare ; 
For that v the beauty, thou (my beautions Lord) 
Art pleaſed with, that beauty me afford. 
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On Pride cauſed by Strength, | 
Conſolation, 3 


Nis it ſtrength thou boaſt'ſt of ? ir can't afford 
J Idee help in need, tis weakneſs with the Lord. 
3 If thou on it preſume, he ſoon can turn 
It into weakneſs, but (aid wich him, and done: 
Witneſs Goliab, who David did reject, 
Who a ſtone, which ſtone God did direct 
Into his fore- head, which fell'd him there to lie 
I _ er came, then muſt Sls — tek 

_ Yer not of ſtrength or weapons, David boaſts, 
His hope was in his God, the Lord of hoſts : 
| Golne the eng they ddl oe 
. Golcize 5 they ( y 
H voice, and bring tharfirengeh unto the grave: 
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T will ſoon ſend weakneſs into every 2 3 
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Us they exceed, they l do what he would have. 
Suppoſe a fiery feaver preſs thy heart, 


Or if ſome sguiſh fts-thy ſtrong limbs ſhake, 

How wil't infeeble thee, and thy ſtreugth break? 

Or if thy Maker pleaſe to melt away 

Thy ſtrength by ſecret ways, what a decay : 

Of nature grows ? but by what means, or when, 
Thou canſt not tell; ſo waſtes the ſtrength of men. 
What ſtrange unheard of ways God brings about, 
Strength to ſuppreſs, when once the word is out. 
Experience tells, we almoſt daily ſee, | 

Some well man ſick, ſome ſtroyg man weak to be: 
They fall like leaves, ſtrength goes when he doth call, 
And the weak conquers, if he bur ſay they ſhall. 
Gideons three hundred made an Army flie, | 
Whoſe multitude like Graſhoppers did lie : 

Then, O my ſoul, requeſt him to increaſe, - - 

And ſtrengthen faith, and give chee his true peace. 


Soul. 
O great Jehovah, everlaſting ſtrength, I know, | 


| Abides with tber, all's weakneſ; bere below: 


AU ftrength but thine is vain, to thee I cry 

out pou in weakneſs, help in miſery 3 

A rs that ftrength wherein I glory moſt, 
in thee the mighty Lord of hoſt. | 


O give me thy true grace, that never I 


- May ſwallow metcies here untbankfully : 


But look on thoſe, who better, yet lower be, 
And let thy mercy raiſe my heart to thee. 


- 
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On Pride cauſed by Wiſdom. 


| Conſdlation. | 
| R artthou proud of Wiſdom? alas twill fail, 
. If in the common. ſtream thou hoiſt thy (ail, 


And tear thy courfe but with Ab#bophel, 
| The Haven to expect, mult needs be hell : 
Lis Gods own word, mans wiſdom is with me 
But fooliſhneſs, their wiſe men fools ſhall be; 
A bole that with worldly wiſdom moſt abound, 
Sd can by fooliſh things their wit confound, 
Not many wiſe, nor N men are cheſe, 
Nor many noble, the richeſt prize they loſe : 
Wöbat will our rich, wiſe Politicians ſay, | 
= When all their Hell- fetch d wiſdom faileth, nay, 
Shall never fail to tice them ſtill along, 
Io hear their doem, Depart from me, be gone, 
WM 1 know you not, you fools, my love J ſay 
Fou fold, for naught, depart, depart away? 
bey! curſe the wiſdom then that made them lay 
heir ſouls at ſtake, nay curſe the very day 
They their own counſel took, in which they toil 
Their ſouls to ruine, and of true joy beguile. | > 
True wiſdom hath a far more beautious face, 
Though oft with wants obſcur d, yet bath a grace 
That far our-ſhines all painted wiſdom here, 
That is eſteem'd of moſt, but comes not near 
ITtue wildem, which is the true fear of God, 
This hath a Crown, the other hath à rod: 
True wiſdom hateth pride, all evil ways | 
| © doth abhor, no lewdneſs with her Rays ; & 4 


briefly diſcovered 1 173 
She doth exceed the gold of Ophir far, "nn 
And precious ſtones are of no price to her : | 
The Kings and Princes her inferiors be, 

And ſtand amazed at her Majeſty. 

Bleſt is the man that in his ſearch ſhall gain 

This noble Princeſs, who's known by her train, 
Wiidom and Prudence hauſe-companions be, 

Counſel and ſtrength within her CourtsI ſee - 

The waiting-women that on this Princeſs tends, 

Are the true glory, and time that never ends: 
Knowledge and juſtice in her Courts reſides, 

And laſting ple aſures in her Palace bides: 

Riches and Honor her commands attend, 

Joy and delights upon her friends deſcend : 

And thoſe tha: to her Palace of delight 

Will pleaſe to come, ſnie l honor. with her fight; 
Though mean ſhe'l love them, if chey l her imbrace, 
She'l them preſerve, with favors them ſhe'l grace 3 
She will inſtruct them in the ways of peace, 3 
And from her labor ſhe will never ceaſe, | 
Until he bring thy ſoul into her reſt, 

Caſting ir ſafely in thy Saviors breſt: 

Tbis is true wiſdom, that makes a ſoul to ſee 

Its ſelf as nothing, its all in Chriſt to be: NY 
Now in my pilgrimage ] cannot finde, 2 
Under the Sun, one thing to proud the minde 3 * 

Yer where theſe do exceed, or ſeem to ſmile, 

Oſt prove but Traytors, and with pride they ' ſoil 
Ungarded hearts. O then reſiſt, keep in 
Aſpiring thoughts, they 'I blaze elſe into fin : 
And when that flame is broke about thy ears, 

What ist can quench it, bur repenting tears ? 
Tears from a heart oppreſt with ſenſe of fin, 

Streams to the Fountain that's open to bath i; 

I ben like (ad Fere y thou act a part, 
| I 3 And 
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174 Sin and Mercy 
And wetp in ſecret for the pride of heart: 

Thea you'l conſider what's lent, improv'd muſt be 
To the givers glory; for know tis he, tis he 
Will call thee to a reckoning, and if thou ſhow 
No good acc unt, a Sentence then of wo 

Muſt paſs, and thou to utter daikneſs go: 

O then, my ſoul, be humble, of low eſtate 

In thy own eyes, ſhun pride at any rate. 


Soul. 


O righteous Lerd, what ere my talent be, 

Give me 4 beart, directed Lord, by thee 
How it to uſe, to ſute beſt with thy will, 
For thy aſſiſtance grant I may beg {till : 
Lord, if t be wealth, give with it ſuch a heart, 
That for by ſake the poor may have apart : 
Lord if t be boner. give wiib t bunil:ty, 
Counting my chiefeſt honors, to konor thee : 
Lord, if t be beauty, give with't 4 vertuos foul 
Jn - 7180 — * —— * "> 
Lord. i neth , then ſancti e the [ame 
unto thy ſervice, ey to ks — 
Lord, if t be wiſdom. grant is te in thee, 
& To ſearcb thy will, and do it, O bleſs i io ne; 

- © Groundit, I beg, upon the rock that's ſure, 

To rid out ftorms, and to the end endure. 
ha ere : the gift inrich my beart with grace, 

I may with joy bebold thy glorious face : 

Tben give, O Lord, what talent thou ſhalt like, 
So than baſt glory, I grace to uſe it right, - 
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Tun then from fp, that makes a Godunkinde; 
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On Immade(ty. 
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Conſolation. 


Ris immodeſty, that dark fin of night? i 
A night-Ow!l fiend, whoſe black guilt hates the 
ight — I 


For if a modeſt tongue the dark deeds name, 

Acted by ſome, a crimſon bluſh would ſtain 

Their innocence 3 yet Gods 1 eye 

Thoſe deeds of darkneſs he doth ſee, and pry 

Into the heart, beholding with what love a 
This ſin is here committed; although above, \ 
Yet over-ſees the ill choſe ways we trudge, 
And forthe ſame in the laſt day he'l judge: 

For England ſure doth Sodom paſs in fins; | 

O here's committed unſeen, unheard of things, 

To former ages: by my own Sex are done,. 

Things but to name, would taint a modeſt tongue: 
Therefore my ſelf Ple filence, fince tongue nor car, 
Of a chaſt ſoul can't it deſcribe, nor hear: 

For certainly, tis ſcarce unknown to any, 

With grief I ſpeak, ill's acted by too many: 

Bur hear thy ſentence, of whatere degree, 

Gods face with comfort never look to ſee: 

But as an angry Judge (whe judgeth true, 

Although he crowd thee with a damned crew) 

Unleſs thou now repent, loſt time thou lt rue 3 

Know late repentance is not always true: E. 
Ther -fore flie fin, with ſpeed haſt to thy God, 3 
Behold, he frowns, O look he ſhakes his rod. 2 
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Wich ſpeed repent, with faith ſeek Chriſt and finde; 
Perhaps hei own thy debt, make known thy fame, 
That thou art one for whom to die he came: 
Who knows but he in thy diſtreſs may cry, 
Doth none condemn thee ? belie wt neither do I. 
But go not hence wich half an arrant, ſure 
If now acquitted, thou muſt ſin no more. 

O then; my ſoul, ſue in that bleſſed Name, 

Believe that he to die for ſinners came, 

Jo loſe fins fetters, from Priſon ſet thee free, 
And of a ſlave to make a Prince of thee : 

DO then be kumble, repent without delay, 
E For _ _ wings, ſee how it poſts away. 

oul. 

Aq all wanton thoughts, fite hence, be gone, 
Jeu abbor, for your dark deeds too long | 
I favorcd, T le your inchantings flie, 
And peſi to Chriſt, beg faith on him ic lie; 
Tes before bim bo iy, ſoul and fin, 
Ad beg ths righteouſneſs to cover them: 
Even 41 h feet, I le fall, bis mercy crave. 

Ay faith make known, bis favor I wonld have; 
> And though great clouds of fins my ſelf can ſce, 
> "Tet bold loves banner between them and thee : 
Al grant, O Savior, I ibee no more offend, 
Bu in thy ſcruice my time on earth 1 ſpenl. 
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On Drunkenneſs. 


. 


3 Conſolatton. 

ON is it Drunkenneis thou walloweſt in, 
That B:aſt-like Monſter, that ſenſe - bereaving - 4 
Fi That 
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briefly diſcovered. = 


Provokes thy God, brings thee in deep diſgrace : 
It thee beſots, the braveſt ſpirits then 

Stand as deſpiſed , being more beaſts then men: 
There's many humors, which I can't deſcry, 
Some J obſerv'd even as a ſtander by 3 © 

Some ſilent in that humor, and being come 

Unto themſelves, do grieve for what is done: 
Others are over-kinde, then if you crave 

A high priz d thing, tis then but ask and have: 
Some are ĩm̃modeſt, contentious, bent on ill, 
Abuſing all that ſeem to croſs their will: 
Others are ſtupid, ſenſleſs, nay, for a time 
Seem dead, their Spirits are ſo ſoak d in wine: 
Others are raging mad, blaſpheme and kill; 
Their Maker, and their friends then ſuffer ill 
From them that reaſon flies, *twont take thy part, 
As loath to lodge wit. in a Drunkards heart: 
Tbou fit it thy {elf a ſubjeR for the fiend 

Who hates thy good? ſeducing thee to ſin; 
Therefore bev axe, leſt in chat hot carere, 

Upon the wall a hideous hand appear, 


Writing thy deem, twill make thy knees to ſhake, 


Thy joynts t o ill looſen, ſend fear to every part: 
Go weep an Ocean, go ſole to Chriſt therein, 
For a ſea of te ars can t waſh away one ſin; 
Make ſighs the gales of wind to waft thee on 


That briniſh (ca, go hgh, go weep alone: 
If that wont do, it poſlible it might, 


Weep tears of blood, go weep, weep day and night. 


But yet remember, tears are indifferent 


And can't admit of audience, unleſs they are ſent 
From troubicd ſouls,.'tis not all tears that flow; | 


But godly tears, that muſt for current goz 
Sail in that ſea, to him commands the ſtorms, 
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That reaſon doth unhouſe, gives vice the place, 
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| Perchance hel keep thee ſafe from farther harms, 
N — — a9y even 
* thy tears, ing thee to his peace; 
IH * no time 2 — 
Admittance t a Chriſt, thou maiſt it have: 
For he can grant hat- ever you requeſt, | 
And he ſhall like, and bring thee to his reſt. 
Old counts he{ clear, fins paſt hel never view, 
If chou haſt faith, and thy repentance true: 
ben leave that lõathſom pach, let none I (ay, 
Intice thee farther in that ſteepy way. 


Soul. f 

- Lord; Econfeſs, that reaſon, ſenſe, end all 
bun doſt beftow (ſeve — too little ſball 

| Beorcſift temptations, ſometimes that we 
Are denpted with; Alas, then bow can he 

- Refoſt:the leaſt, rhat robs himſelf of thoſe, 
bia in that dey ſhould help him to opp3ſe :. 
On, Us 38: „Lord, to withſt and 
— that aſſault on either band. 

And n, U Lerd. Ido confeſs, that part 
f. Alcerripted ſeed is in my heart; 

| Fndwhenill ſeed ſhall fall upon ill ground; 
Wha fries there, but rotten and unſound? 
E Corrupted works are ſtrong, alas I ſay, | 
Miese 10 with in a defired m: 
And if this fin, or others, don t af in me, 

| The praiſe to thy preventing mercies be: : 

Ads beſeech thee, increaſe mz hate to this, 
And otberfims; O parton what's amiſs : * 
And Lord, thy grace I do moſt bumbly crave 

© All ill to flie, and do as thou would ft bave, 

| That to the rule of à rem crea ure 1 N 
Vn ea tb may walk, tha when than call fi to die, 
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* and peace may on my ſoul attend, 
And with my Lord baue joys that never end, 
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On Covetouſneſs. | 


Conſolation... | 
R is it coverouſaeſs, that golden Divel 
as many ule it? that ground and root of evil, 
which like a Chriſtmas Box, till brok t has been, 
Can't vent the treaſure thats incloſ id within: 2 
Thy fins and bags being full, ſuſpect with fear, 
Leſt chou art broke, and what is held moſt dear 
Abroad be ſcattered, for wealth hath made thee poor, 
Thou wantſt in plenty, thy fins increaſe the more 
For his lent treaſure, ungrateful thou haſt been, 
And for thy wealth, rewarded him with fin : 
Thou haſt not Tearn'd that art to get a living, 
To feed the poor, and to grow rich by giving. 
When thou ſhalr on thy reſtleſs death- bed lie, _ 
How wouldſt thou make thy earthen angels flie, 
To gain aſſurance of eternity ? 1 
But hark what once was ſaid, Thy coyn and thee: 
Periſh together 3 know thou, Gods gift is free 3: 
His boundleſs mercy ſays, but ask and have, 
If it be fit, and thou in faith cant crave. 
But thou ab of his mercy, know | 
*Twill plead againft thee, turn thy mortal foe. 
The ſentence then to fear, thou grain of duſt, 
Is, Hence curſt miſer, who falkgeſt thy truſt: 
T gave thee wealth to keep my Lambs from harm, 
Yet they want meat, and wool to keep them warm: 


Hoy conldſt thou paſs the Priſons,or bear the cy 
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If rhe hunger · bit how couldſt thou paſs them by 
That cry d for my dear ſake, ſomething beſtow : 
perhaps they were blinde, or lame, oppreſt with wo 
f other kindes, whoſe viſage did proclaim 
Their (ad eſtate, to thee for help they came: 

dw couldſt thou ſee the widowed mothers tears 
Shed for her ſelf, and children, whoſe cares and fears. 
Each day renew, and yet thy cloſe ſhut door | 

Thou keepſt againſt them, that of thy vaſt ſtore 

They might not taſt? thus thou griev'R my poor: 

How couldſt thou let the wWandring ſtrangers rome 

About for lodging, and not invite them home; 

Or ſee the naked, whoſe limbs with cold were num, 
And yet to pity thy covetuous heart, not won; 

O: (ee the chirſty, whoſe fainting ſpirits would fain 

Lave comfort from thee, yer nothing it could drain? 
How couldſt thou ſee the ſick on wants to fecd, 

And yet not be Phyſician to their need? ; 

How couldR chou paſs, and objects daily (ce, 

That wanted part of what I lent to thee ? 

ut know; becauſe no mercy here you ſhow, 

tak das done againſt me 3 therefore go 

Fo laſliag flames, depart; go take your roam 

Vich fzry fiends; away, tor tis your doom, 0 
Where you ſhall not in Lahe heat obtain 

ne drop oi water, but they in bliſs ſhall reign: 
made thee ſteward, and thou becam ſt unjuſt, 

ind hidſt my talent, therefore thou art accurſt 
mongſt the wretched rabole, pack on thy way 

hou haſt adered, for all my. ways, I ſay, | 
ere in di grace with thee, now be it known. 

Mee diſclaim, thou of my joy ſhareſt none. 

har canſt thou plead in this ſo deſperare caſe ? 
Ralle fiends wait thee, before thy ſinful face 
Pugey Judge condemning 3 on thy right hand 
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Are Saints for bliſs; upon the left do ſtand 

The curſed goats; above thee Heavens bliſs, 
Beneath hells torturing pains, remedileſs: 

Hark what I wiſh thee, before this cloud appears 
Too black, diſperſe it with thy ſighs and tears, 
Call conſcience to account, all corners clear, 
Although to thee like mountains they appear: 

Go heavy laden to thy Savior, fall - 

Before his face, in faith for mercy call: 

What if he's lent, not ſeeming thee to hear? 
Believe he mindes thee, to him ſuch crys are dear. 
What if his juſtice plead, ſend her away 3 

He'l ſay, Lam ſent to thoſe that go aſtray 3 

Ply thou thy ſuit, cry help, O help me, Lord, 

O Son of righteouſneſs thy help afford. 

What if he leems unkinde, ſays childrens bread _ 
Is not for Whelps ? truth Lord, yet whelps are fed. 
(Humbly reply) with crums that daily fall. 

From childrens table, it's for crums I call; 

For crums of mercy, I confeſs are more 

Then we deſerve, therefore my ſoul be (ure 

Humbly to wait, and humbly to him cry, 

Help Lord, or elſe I periſh eternally. 
O look through all on Chriſt, the full diſcharge 
Made by bimlelf, beliey 't tis very large, 

Extending far, we ſee from his bleſt Throne 

Large crums do fall, what if on thee tor one? 

Who knows but he in love may view thy caſe, 

And let thee know an Achan and his race 

Muſt be found out and ſton d, thy fins caſhierd,.- 
And that with ſpeed, or elſe ſome judgements feard3: 
I pray thee then repent, and that wich haſte, 
Beſore the eleventh hour be fully paſts 
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Soul. 


' Lord, I confe the brancherthar do SOD. 

| From 8b ili — are earthy, baſe — 

Tier 4 Soul poſſeſt with love of carth can's flie, 

Fler leaden wings can't riſe nor mount ſo bigh 

At thy bleſt Throne: O then unlink my heart 

I may with Mary chooſe the herter part. 

* Lord, t confeſt, I am an ill deſer ver: 
And bad I power, ſhould prove a fatal carver 

Into my lf, and and 5 bo — or gain, 

> Fixt on the worſt, leaſt the main. 

_ me Lord,from — 0 72 me free, 

And make me fit to cloſe onely with rhee : 

Lord, from thick clay unclog my droſſy bears, 

A4 of true treaſure give me a childes part. 
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ö On Prodigaluty. 


Con ſtain, 
Rist — Prodigals thou tak ſt thy flight, 
Thy ſelf to ruine ? nay, ſome wich deligkt 
Do ſtudy ways heir large eſtates to waſte, 
; time, with late repented hafte, 
Go view thy Picture, to the life ſer our 
In ſacred Writ, go view, go look about 
Thy ſad eſtate, believ't may happen thine 
To turna ſlave, and feed on husks wich ſwine. : 
Or if with paving you waſte your ſtare and time, 
Kno ator, and his way 's divine, 
| He likes not of thy courſe, thy way is fin : 
Nox is he 2 with thee, although thou wine 
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Great 
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'- Thou brought to ſwear, forſwear, quarrel, nay kill 
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Great inconvenience deth with gaming come, 0 
Time is miſ-ſpent, perhaps thy friend undone, 


% 


Thoſe ere the play began thou might'ſt ſexe well. 
Whar peace — then, if at 22 1 
Vengeance ſhould rap ? Believe it, blood will roar, -  _* 
And God will hear, and-finde the Actors out, 2 
When once he ſends his-privy ſearch about : 
Therefore beware thoſe baits, ſeek God divine, 
Break off thy play, ſtake not that. ſoul of thine. 
Haſt thou ſpare-time, contemplate on his works 
That made thee 3 for in id leneſs there lurks 

A Sodoms puniſhment, unleſs prevented 

By his free mercy, thy ſins by thee lamented. 
Haſt thou ſpare means? each hour will preſent 
Fit objects to thee, that overplus to vent: 
What ere's thy Delilah, them thou ſhalt finde 
In poverty,. in kindneſs much like ſwine : 

© haſten home, confeſs thou haſt offended, 5 
See thou repent, be ſure that all be mended: 1 
Then Saints and men ſhall joy, muſick ſhall ſings | 
My Son was loſt, my Son is found again. 


Soul, +». 3-4 
O righteous Father, look on me through that Senn 

Of thy dear love, O pardon what is done, "0M 
And grant that Ino minute more may waſte 206 
In fins ſoil'd ways, but to thy mercies haſt; 
And of whatere thy wiſdoms pleaſ'd to ſend, 
O grant no mite, I may here vainly ſpend. 
But to thy glory uſe what here I have, 
Lord thy directions in the uſe I crave, 
And for my time, ſuch objects grant I finde 
As are divine, upon them ſet my minde. 


Thy greatae(s, gooduels, and thy love to m 
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8. 194 Sin and merey 
Which in the death of thy dear Son I ſee; 
| The joys of Heaven that thou tothine wilt give, 
Hells laſting pains, where all the wicked live; 
Of thelaſt and ſtrict account that is required, 
And the vanity of earthly things deſired; 
be uncertainty we have here of our ſtay, - 
And as we fall we lie till that great day: 
And from theſe truths grant grace and knowledge grow 
Of thee my God, my ſelf, and things below: 
O ſo reform me, that I may walk with thee, 
That I of time or means no waiter be: 
And in thy time tranſlate this ſoul of mine 
From earth ta Heaven, in glory there to ſhine; 


—— — — 


On prophaning of the Sabbath. 


I Conſclation. _ 
3 R li v ſt thou to prophane thit ſacred day, 
A ſin that's back d with judgements? tis I ſay, 
Io many known of Jude ments that have fell 
On the bold breakers of this day. Then well 
© Maift thou expect, committing the ſa ue fan, 
Tbe ſelf- ſame judgement, if tl ou offend therein. 
There are too many on that day play tricks 
Of greater wickedneſs, then gathering ſticks, 
And yer have ſcapt the rod: bur know and fear 
That day of God, wherein thou ſlialt appear 
Uunmasked. For know, God hath two days; 
One the Lords day, which he commanding {a3s, 
Keep holy, this day is io us revealed; | 
The others the day of God, this is concealed _ | 
From men and Angels: Yet ſure the time appears 
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Of that great day; what if't be moneths or years, 
Twill quickly come, then reckoning muſt be made 
How the Lords day is uſed, for as tis ſaid, \-x 
They that my Sabbath keep, them will I bring : 
Unto my holy mount; with joy to fin 8 
Wirhin my houſe of prayer; nay, they ſhall feed 
With holy Facob, believe it, Truth indeed 
Hath ſpoken it; if thou pollute this day, 
Devour ing fire T'le kindle, that none I ay 4 
Shall quench : The Lord did judge the man to die 
For gathering ſticks, then where can many flie 
From Juſtice now, ſince ſome offend much more # 
Fer ſure there be will drink, will game, wil 
Upon that day, then plead they don't-incroach _ 
On any's right; perchance they ſome reproach 
For ſtricter care; but know, that Chriſt divine 

Is of the Sabbath Lord, who I not reſign 
His right to any, nor yet divide, tis evil, ; 
He'l not part flakes with flcſh, the world, the devil: 
He will have-all or nothing, O then reſign 
Thy all to him, delay no longer time, 


Soul. | 

Lord, give an humble heart, that 1 may yield, 
O get the conqueſt cre thou quis the field : | 
And melt it, Lord, by mercies, if that wont do, 
Break it in pieces, and tben make it new. 
O frame it to thy will, to thee ti known, © 
And not to me, O Lord, though'tis mine own. _ 
O bring it to obedience, make t what thou wilt 
Co thou wilt axon it, belp ere my ſoul be ſpilt; 
It ij confeſt, I have laviſht out thy da, 
As if my own, for which I grieve, Ir 
That for the time to come, great God, to hee 
Thy own be given, and gram, G Lord, ibat L 
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| No more uſurp thy right, but bumbly crave 
- Mercy in ¶ briſt, for all thoje dceds I have 
Offene in, bebold me through my Lord 

. And deareſt Cbriſt, mercy in him afford, 
u bleſs thy day to me, that while I ſtay 
Mpon this earth, my life a Sabbath may 
Be to thy ſelf and in thy time grant me 

= That Sabbath reſt cternally with iber. 
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a , : On blaſpheming the bl:ſſed Name of Ged. 


”  .. Conſolation. 
4 S Riis t that holy, glorious, worthy Name 
þ A thing God favors, thou dares to blaſpheme ? 
>  - Sobleta Name it is, in its containe 
= Salvation, yet by foul mouthes tis prophaned, 
Sach ſcx and age too much this name abuſe, 
4 _ do it — reverence — 2 
Ae very $ that cannot lain, 
Have learn d to prattle out 55 om in vain. 
I is a ſin ſo frequent, that with t ind:ed 
e are much ſoil'd, not many ſure are freed : 
{ Ir is a fin where with many are grown 
3 — — ſcarce from dev 1 i 
By thei emous Language. O ſure they ca 
= Down many ſhowers of — though in the fall 
They ſcape the danger; yet fear, thou art reſerved 
For the laſt death, fo oft by thee deſerved : 
© Some ſtudy oathes and ſwear them, take a pride 
+. God to blaſpheme z bur know, hel them deride, 
And in his time the dregs of wrath will wring, 
| To thoſe he covers not with mgics wing. 
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For ſoon this God of all perfection can 
Conſume vain earth, and all this nothing mon. 
O time of errors 1 O worſt of ages I where 
The Goſpel ſhines, and glorious lights 5 
Vet moſt love darkneſs, their hearts ſo clouded be 
Th'ave ears, and hear not; eyes, and will nor ſee, 
But hark, I'le whiſper a word or two to wake 
Thy ſleeping conſcience, this (in forſake, forſakez 
Nothing in fintul ſelf can profit thee, 
— |. AllsTotten fruit from that corrupted tree: 
But wer t allowed at the laſt day to plead 
In ſins defence, what could for this be ſaid, 
J cannot finde The drunkard may alledge, 4I': 
The grape was ſweet, I healths was fore t to pledge? 
The unjuſt dealer cries, Light weights, ſhort meaſure 2 
Help'd fill my bags, did much increaſe my treaſute? 
The Uſurer may plead, by my extortion I A 
Did others vex, but a rich man did die: 
And ſo moſt other fins may finde excuſe, 
Yer all will ſerve them for no other uſe . 23 
Then heap more coals upon a conſcience flameddd 
But for this fin not one thing can be named; h 
For who'l believe a common {wearer ꝰ who - © 
Wont ſooner truſt a Heathen, Turk or Jew ? 
What's in this fin topleaſe, I cannot ſee, 
Unleſs to grieve a God, can pleaſure thee, 2 
Of this I am ſure, his mercy in ſparing s great 3 
But fear, his ſtaying is till fins compleat : 
Bur if in mercy his 8 he delay, 0 ; 
Make uſe of time, forſake thy fins and pray. 9 
The preſent thou may ſt claim, whoſe is the reſt ? 3 
Know tis concealed within thy Saviors breſt. 
- Then hgzzacd not a Chriſt, thy eternal joy 
For fins [weer pleaſure-it will thee much annoy : 
But come, my ſoul, before we further run, 
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DO view with me, and ſee what fin hath done 
; * Unto thy Lord and ſelf. O ſure *rwill move 
A ſtony heart, diſſolv'd with tears of love; 
It thee depriv'd of favor where life did reſl, 
And diſpoſſeſt thee of Paradite poſſeſt; 
It cauſ d a curſe upon the earth to. fall, 
Miſery and death upon mans (elf cid call; 
It toak from man all will to good, that he 
In innocence injoy'd ; alaſs we ee 
= Our nature quite corrupt, no good remains: 
Wich fin there fell ſuch univerlal ſtains: 
For all the evils that daily iſſue in, 
+ Had firſt their entrance made by filthy fin ; 
It rook away all hopes of Heavens bliſs, 
* 1 N man- kinde : war remedileſs ; 
>. For through that gloomy cloud man could not ſpy, 
One glimpſe of comfort, alaſs, alals, they'l Aye 
Gods preſence, and if Eden can afford, 
They l finde a place to hide them from the Lord. 
Soul. But O, no place ſo ſecret from his ſight, 
No deed ſo dark, but he can bring't to light: 
Man now's diſ-ſpoil'd of innocence, Ah m ! 
He hath wich Eve eat of the middle Tree, 
He's in a diſmal ſtate, and I in him 
Alas am fallen, and cannot riſe again · 
* Conſolation. O yes, the promiſe of the Son is come, 
© Who hath diſcharg'd the utmoſt of the ſum 
That fin was rated, it's on record, ii's true, 
By faith he's thine, and all that he did do 
He dyed for his, redeeming them from ſin, 
And roſe to juſtific his own through him: 
Then he aſcends, to intercede ſor thoſe, 
Whom from eternity he freely choſe 3 | 
Hel level mountains, make ſtraight crooked things, 
Hel bring his own before the King of. Kings, 
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Incl lixe and love them, nay plead, lo, th'are mine, 

y bzauty's theirs, and Lord, that beauty's thine: 
or ſince no works of theirs could merit love, 

took their fins on me, with death I ſtrove; 

dyed for them, for I their debt did take, 
Accept them therefore, Father, for my ſake : 

hat anſwer will unto this Son be given, 

hat's onely heir to'th' glorious King of Heaven? 
Burt my dear Son thou arr, if thou ſhalt crave __ 
\ (uir, tis granted; for in thee J have 
Accepted thoſe believe: with thee ſhall reſt | 
Thy dear bought ones, even with a — bleſt. 
All tears Ile wipe away, free them from ſtain, 
With Hallelujab's they ſhall praiſe my Nam. 
Come my adopted cbildren, take your place —_ 


Purchaſt for you, and all the godly race; * 

'Tis new Jeruſalem, that glorious thing, 

Whoſe Builder's God, whoſe Maker is a King. 

There is no death, nor pain, for all is peace, 

No voice but joy, no end but an increaſe ; þ 


And if thou thirſt, the well of life is free, 
He that ore*comes, the ſame my Son ſhall be. 
The City's wall'd, the wall is great and high, 
Twelve gates there be, twelve Angels ſtanding by s 
This wall had twelve foundations, in the ſame 
The Lambs Apoſtles, each one by their name: | 
Square was the City, the length and breadth was one: 
The height the ſame, the wall of Jaſper ſtone 3 _ 
The City was pure gold, like ſhining glaſs,  -- I 
Twelve precious ſtones thereof foundation was; 
The E of it were Pearls, the ſtreets pure gold, 
The Lord's the temple, glorious to behold: 
his City needs no Sun, nor Moon to ſhine, | 
ie Son of righteouſneſs gives light divine; 
he gates not ſhut by day, night ſhews no face, 
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190 Sin and Mercy 
No unclean thing ſhall come within this place: 
From this bleſt Throne a Chryſtal River flows, 
And on each fide a Tree of lite chere grows: 

E bears twelve fruits, and each moncth yields her fruit, 
Tube leaves heal nations, precious is the root. 
There ſhall thy face be ſeen, and thy bleſt name 
Ze in their forchea3s, praiſed be the ſame: 

But O my ſoul, what ere is ſpoke, or can, 

Is to the weak capacity of man. | 
Though glorious things, O City. are ſpoke of thee, 
Tet that remains which cannot uttered be; 

Thy patbes are life, fulneſs of joy abides 

2 n thy bleſt preſence, on thy right hand refades 
Plesſures for evermore, nothi 5 can blaſt, 
©They'r made for all eternity to laſt : 

E WES then, my ſoul, this God would grieve or move, 
> That ſets no b-wunds or limits to his love? 
Hath fan till now cauſ d thee to rome aſtray? 
No let Chriſts love reclaim thee from that way. 
When any luſtful motion ſhall ariſe, 
© Hiding foul fin under a fair diſguiſe, 

Do thou conſider, ſhall I thus offend 

So good a God ? O ſtay, was this the end 

I was created for 7 What, him to grieve, 

Tbat from bells priſon did my ſoul relieve ? 

* / ho pleaſ d, before 1 breathed in this air, 

To cover me with wings of love and care s 

And from the Womb, until this moment he 
Hath merciĩes poured plentiouſly on me ; 
And ſhall I his worſt enemy eſteem, 
And grieve him moſt, that did my ſoul redeem ? 
O no, tell fin chat the high end was ſuch 
Of thy Creation, as can t vdmit ſo much 
As the leaſt thing that might diſhonor bring 

| Mato the Name of thy great Lord and King, 


Vho made thee for his glory: O therefore ſpend 

Thy time on earth unto that honored end, 

And bumbly wait, and ſeek him in his ways, 
ntil he puts a pet iod to thy days. | 
happy then, my ſoul; when thou ſhalr take 

Thy flight to him, no reſt but in his ark. 


Soul. 


O Lord, I know where ere g the place, tis bleſt, 
If thou art there, perfeftion their (hall reſt : 
be glorious preſence of thy majeſty, 

s that that makes Heaven, Heaven; "th onely thee 

That giveſt luſtre. making all lovely where 
Thou ſhalt be pleas'd in mercy to appear. 
n mercy, Lord, admit me (1 ampoor ) 
late with thee. although to keep 4 door; 
Then care I not, if to Methuſelah's years 
I Live in poverty ,in grief. in fears, 
In cold and hunger, my ſorrows to increaſe, 
Having no hope on earth to finde releaſe 3 
Being fick and lame, an heart oppreſſed ſore, 
Having no ſhelter, no be but out of door, 

[ll Priefts and Levites, not one Samaritan 
Comes by the way. to pour in oyl and wine; 

0 not 4 dog to lick my feſtered wounds, 

or 4 rich man to let me pick his crums : 

heir hearts being hard. alas, and will not give 

My life a dying death. and ye: muſt live. 
boutd all theſe ſorrows, nay more, my life attend, 
0 thou art preſent, Lord, thy belp to ſend 
Before I faint ; or ſbould I faint before 
„ink, I care not: if my grief were more 
Then I can think, or any tongue report, 
Fo thou art near, my God me to ſupport, 
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5 : 192 "Bl _ Mercy . 
5 do well, for tempeſts here muſt ceaſe, 5 
241 a unto thy — — ſe 


= 
7 


aer I run the race here (et by thee, 
| In obedience to thy glorious Majeſty. 

And tho ugh all fins in me may claim 4 part, 
be ee all, thou knoweſt, i in my heart, 
© The quality being odious, and à large ſcore 

| T know I have; I do confeſs I hape more 
Then there are ſands, or ſtars,or drops of rain; 
Tet mere) s greater, let not one 5 
een 4, Lord; though All theſe fins are mine, ke. 
y faich I an Cþrifts, and Lord, that Chrift i thine, 
b faith increaſe 52 ſtrengtben, to thee I pra 
252 me for thy (elf, while here I ſtay 3 T” 
© My time being ſini d, O me diſſolve, and take 0 
thy ſelf for Feſus Chyiſt bis ſake : My 
| 3 for here ] ſee Ble 
Aaeen bear d, O Lord, but thee. 


The n Prayer: : 


Wager Hſe, Lird- and Savior Feſus 
„ habe mercy on thy poor 
Fa -maid, Elizabeth pe 


0 Gracious God, intabiting terniy, 
My Hleſt reutemletz that haſt 5 ovingly 
227. me with Ubpe; s kiri dom to I: athexit, | 


- of thy give ad bumble. & pirit, 
And Cant I pray, Imay my A mend: 


Savior tis thou that canſt my ſoul B efriend. 
Feſms 'with grace my [guilty ſoul E neue. | 
Ch grace 0 a tue 3. 


Have Greot ae with wine om A an 2 
Mexep, d poor end, thou cn dem- f i 
On E oe ks A void, 
Thy praiſe to fing, my ben r fell be” 1 mi 
Poor, Lord Lam, with fear ad care 5 6 Walks a, 
Handmaid eee Wo} * bab 
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He took his rod; thou kno 


Iſten my ſoul, an Eccho chou ſhale b "_ 


From yondct hollow. Fechp Come ew 
Soul. Where ſhould 1 . edel R to ſay 


A 1 am impatient, my haſt brooks nd delay. 
>» Eccho, Out from thy.ſclf, thy ſenſes recolleQ, 
And then what's ſaid may prove to good effect: 
Suni. I do confeſs it a ſad. (Eccbg) Let all be mended. 
I oome co tall thee, 23 hot fend. 0 


He on thy finful head did Blæſſi 2 
I do confek': ſad Echo: (Feds) Y 9775 pad ch heavy 
From many dangers thy infancy be 

Soul. Ido conteſst. — And Fe FA yon ſlept, 8 
Thy untam d youth he k « 2 from daily barms. _ 
Soul; J do confeſs t. (Ex- * Vero $a jy germ: 
Thy riper Years — 13 3 Jun 


Soul. O ober d THE ke is treaſon, 


Eccho. And 3 <4 4 5 Would 5 
Aal id be les ber A bing gn, © 


FOOL She: a 5 ö 
Ml 

To try if yer thou w 7 orno's 
Bur tin — dꝗſt a that, Teben wich: 3 Ude: aft 
He wounds, but kills not quite thy heart: 
The. vound did ſmart, thou f ling, O that ſight 

jade thee to mourn, yet mouth dſt thou not aright ; 
Tuns not the cauſe thou griev dſt for, tas the effect, 
This kinde of mourni ing (my ſoul) was indirect: 
That godly ſorrow that doth repertance bring, 
Is that he eyes, and is eſteem d by him: 
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When ſadneſs ſhall ariſe for fin, not ſmart, 4 

And the power of love poſſeſſed hath the heart; I 

Believe and wait, thoſe tears of love, I ſay, 

He truly values, in time hel wipe away. _ 

Soul. 1 do confeſs my ſorrow was not right, 

And my repentance was but Abab like. | 

Eccho. Then, O my ſoul, this counſel I thee give, 

Redeem thy time, truly believe and live : 

That ſenſe and ſorrow for fin deſit e to have, 

That he ſees beſt, and humbly mercy crave 3 

True reformation in thy life begin, _ 

Coſte the old man, and his works of in : 

atch ore thy actions, ſtray not from his way, 

For right performance of thy duties pray: 

By faith behold his poſture on the Crols, 

With open arms thee ready to imbrace 3 

His face he bows, thee to ſalute, 

Deny all ſelf, and haſten home to Hin : 

Send thou an humble ſoul for peace to cry, 

That ſea of mercy's far from being dr: 

See how he waits thy anſwer, turn and ſubmit, . 

Although much faulty yet hel pardon it: 

Dangers are wrapt within all ſlie delays; : 

Therefore, my ſoul, trifle not outahy days 3 

For wrath commiſſioned is. ſwift of pace, 

Then husband well this eveniny>tide of grace; 

And take thou heed thou daſh not on che rock 

Of ſad deſpair, nor with the number flock 

Of bold preſumers ; but humbly to chy God 

Kneel while he ſtrikes; and -childe-like iſs the rod 

And tak t for truth, if-in-his. book. thou be Wy 

He'l ſearch all: corners of the world;for-thee3 - 

And if thou anſwer not unto his cal, 

He'l (mite thee down unto the earth with Saul: : 
„ 1 249781 bb k 185 O then E 


Mr - 
n 


1 _ 
- 28 FF 
13 


$3 WR Abit FA YET Wa ey my 


* r * 
3 8 
2 0 


Loom we 


O then flee home, return unto thy reſt, 
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Much time is paſt, much waſted is my fore, 
And I much grieve, I grieved notbefore 
bat ere I did ſo good à God offend, 

Lord give me grace this inch of time to mend, 
And bumbly to ake my fin, 
And from this inffnr a new life begin: 
Alas, from what fins dare I ſay I am freed, 
But I have ert d in thought, in word, or deed ? 


| Miſery and ſin, from birth unto the grave 

Did — attend: No e 8 

F My infant eyes being open, (ure I ſpy 

Z — then the ſtanders by could in me ſee, 

T bey but Spectators, mine's the Tragedy: 

This world the Stage is, where ſome years I paſs d 

Of infancy, then to wilde youth I haſte. 

Touih. Which age is like a beaſt that is untam d, 
For the whole man is of corruption fram d: 

Original ſin our natures ſo did taint, ,. _ 

That nought ĩt doth, but what I may repent 3 

And this che worſt of ages, for few there be, 

That in it covet onely a Chriſt to ſee: 

> Ye ſome, tis true, heir Maker do remember, 


Infancy. As ſoon as entrance in this life was made, 


Aud 


For there's. no quiet, but in a Saviors breſt. : 

| 1 
8 3 2 
The Authors Confeſsion. 

Soul. E grear concernment is this counſel, why | 
. | muſt imbrace it, elſe in fin I die; 
3 Time paſt was mine, time preſent I may | 
But for the future no minute call I mine: (claim 


(425 


. For moſt are vain, or on raſh actions fall: 


Are meerly frorh, and all they vent bur vain : 
No real truths within their hearts do dwell , 


The Authors Cinfeſsion. 199 I 
And for his mercies in this age, do render * 
Continual thanks: bu Lord, the number's ſmall, . =» 


Some youth are rude and heady, counſel won't turn, 
Give them but reins, they from all good will run; 
And ſome attempt ſuch hard and dangerous things, 
That after- time the thought a terror brings: 

In ſteep and hideous paths, in cragged wa) s, 

Some youth will run, although they end their days 
In that ſad road; ſome of an airy ſtrain, 


Their tongues are uſ d ſuch falſhoods ſtill to tell. 
An age it is not worthy to deſcribe, 
Pitied by ſome, others their ways deride: 
Who ere thou art that doſt theſe ſad lines read, g 
Tell me, if youth may nt call thy age to grieve. 1 
Man-bood. And in mans primeſt age, what can be ſonnd, 
But clouds of troubles, which him incireles round ? Fe 
The field hath labor, the houſe is full of care, 7 
The Citys enyious, at Court moſt frothy are; \A 
T'th* Country's danger, in Church diviſions be, i 
At ſea (mall ſafety, at land (mall good J ſee: 
On the right hand, proſperity delights, 
And onthe left, grim poverty affrights : 
Aboye loſt Heaven, (but won by Chriſt alonc) 
Beneath a gulf, that's gaping for its own. 
If thou grow 'ſt great, and gain'ſt a glorious name, 
Yer thou maiſt lee the funeral of that fame: 
Alas, what ſhall I ſay ? Whois't that can 
Deſcribe the accidents ſubje& to man? 
Our ſelyes beſt know, the ſadded hours we ſpend, 
And of our troubles that our life attend. ” 
Old-age. If to old age we draw lifes knotted thread, 
And with her maladies lie * on our bed, 4 
Z At » 
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196 The Authors Confef nion 
At! tis cut by deaths ple withered hand 
7 fall, before the Nate we ſtand. 
And now my ſoul, though briefly thou maiſt ſee 
Nia age from fin, and miſery is free: 
© Beſides, the ſorrow it cauſ d on man to lie, 
| The eternal Son of God for fin did die: 
{ Obſerve his paſſion, he run a weary race, 

ſteps of love, my ſoul, thy Savior trace: 
His Throne he quits, the humane nature he 
Upon him takes, lays by bis Majeſty, 
Deſcends on tarth, where he's revil'd with ſcorn, 
He's ſmote, he's ſtourg'd, he's ſtript, he's crown d with 
His agony was ſuch, that a {weat of blood (thora ; 
Did him poſſeſs, cauſe in mans room he ſtood : 
"Witneſs is ſought, thongh falſe, and can't agree, 
For he's pronounced innecent to be: 
Vet he mult die, nay even a curſed death, 
Juſtice for fin bereaves my Lord of breath; 
Tet all this love did not unglue my heart 
From earthen pleaſures, until I felt the ſmart 
Of a Fathers rod, my ſtrength was ſcized, and I 
In prime arreſted, here I in priſon lie, 


4 


Where Lord, thou knowſt. much ſorrow I have ſeen, 
Some prentiſhips I have cloſe Priſoner been; 

My Spring and Summer been ſo Winter like, 

That I wich comfort ſcarce bring day to night. 

And to conclude; had he a poyſoned dart 

Sent, I confeſs I had but my deſert ; 

Bat here miſtake me not, to think I am far, 

That here correct ions (atisfaRions are 

tb leaſt degree, or for the leaſt offence, 

For Gods corrections bear another ſenſe.) | 
Echo. Now I beſeech thee for cure and clothing haſte, 


O let not any intice thee time to waſte, 
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' Now with tears I ſee my ſin-fick heart 
Hath ſuck: in poyſon, which runs through 


125 N G1 (Each past: 

O where's that Antidote, that Balſom pure, 
That will not fail, but make a perfect cure ? | 
Dothſelf afford it? (Eccho) O no, all's filth within, 
And all from ſelf is odious made with fan. | 
Soul. Can it be purchaſt with gold of Ophir ? ſee. 
Eccho, O no my ſoul, know thou, Gods gift is free. 
j -Sorl. Is't to be found in Courts of earthly Kings? ; 

Eccho, No, ne ſuch ſtyes can keep ſuch precious things, 
Sou. Is it within earths palled center? (Eccho) No, 
Wouldſt thou it finde, from all that's earth then go 3 
If thou by faith canſt mount the lofty skies, 
Thou mayſt behold where the true Balſom lies: 
. Thoſe wu bear thee to him, and he to thee 
Will ſhew his love from all eternity: 
From his heart onely iſſues the cure for fin, i 
All robes they wear (in Heaven) they have from him; 
For he can cure and purge all filth away, 
And deck thee with his Princely robes, 1 ſay : 
Then, O my ſoul, away, all (elf deny, 
Tell it for clothing to a Chriſt thou It hie: 
And that all robes but his with filth are ſoi d, 
His only ich, pure, and undefil d; 
They l ſer ſo great a luſtre on thy face, 
That thou ſhalt be admitted to his grace. 
Shall Facob know his Foſepis coat, and he 
Not know his ſons robes whereſocre they be ? 
Ono, he l on and love them, belicy's tis ſo, 4 
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Zecauſe his robes are party-coloured toe, 
Variety of grace makes them appear, 
Like raiment of wrought-work the Queen did wear: 
 Trell rhee, O my foul, none can expreſs 

The glorious beauty of this robe of his; 

H cure and cloth, and all from him is free 
Believe and wait, is all that's done by thee : 

For he doth give to whom or when he pleaſe, 

An uvith him comes all bleſſings, peace and caſe : 
No if a itue and ſaving faith thee tell, 

That Chriſt is thine, O then, my ſoul, thou'rt well. 
Foul. Alliſt me Lord, I in my ſelf may ſee 
All dung and drois, grant faith to reſt on thee; 

For I confeſs a will! have, tis true, 

Ba: ' is for evil, no good that I can do: 

When I would good, then evil ſhiws his face, 

” Tac good J leave, the evil I imbrace : 

F Lord, in my ſelf, nothing but filch T fee, 
But thou art good, and of thin good arr free: 

O give me faith to look through all on him, 
Wuoſe blood can onely purge this fiitof fin... 

In his ble name with winged haſte I flie, 

O help me Lord, I periſh elſe and dies 
Here, here my ſoul; caſt anchor here, make ſtay, 

O [et not filthy fin tice thee aways : 

Before his face caſt down all ſelf and ſin, 

That dolcful cry take up, Help, help O King: 
Loo, tis thy image Lord, though tis defac d, 
And ſooted ore with fin, and loft the grace 

It faſt received, yet know it Lord, twas thine 3 

+ Look on't through Chriſt, his beauty Lord, is mine: 
His ſac ed oyl can cleanſe fins filthy ruſt, 
And make it fair, O Lord, as twas at firſt: 
Through his ſad vail, give me faith to deſcry, 
The priviledge J have by him on high. 


Draw 
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Draw near, my ſoul, behold, and thou mayſt ſee 
The Law falgß lad, Juſtice on him for thee : * 
What fin was rated at he freely paid, 
Full ſatisfa&ion to thy God he made. 
A curſed deark this Lamb of God did die, 
Jo free his own from helliſh miſery : 
The price being paid, from Priſon he was free; 
| Himſelf was juſtified, and alſo thee : | 
Sins Bills were cancel'd, and from that hour bares date; 
No rears he left, he paid the — rate, 
Gods juſtice pleaſ d, he for his favor won, 
And this was here by my dear Savior done; 
His foes being conquer d, he refreſh'd his own, 
Triumphing he aſcended to his Throne; 

For he muſt hence, if he on earth ſhould tay 1 
The comforter can't come 3 hel haſte away, . 
Places prepare, where none ſhall his diſquiet, 8 

Continual praiſe is their perpetual diet, 

' Where he lives ever to intercede. And know, 
He ſteers the courſe of all things here below: 
For he will make all work for good to thoſe 
That from the world unto himſelf he choſe : 

Then O my God, what ere my wants may be, 

Grant I may ne'r diſtruſt thy Majeſty, * w_ 
Through which'we do thy gractous bounty gric ve; | 

And often want the help ſhould us relieve z " | 
O 7 me faith, no doubting thoughts to think, 

Till Peter doubted, he gan not, Lord, to ſink: 

O let former mcrcies move me on thee to lie, 

Who at ſuch a time my want pleaſ d to ſupply: 

Tle not forget how he came in, and where 

He graciouſly pleaſ d my complaints to hear: 

When I conſider, are hungry ravens fed 

When Lord, they cry, and thall no crums be ſhed, 

My God, to me? The withering lilies be | 
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"Moſt richly deckt, is there no robes for me 

A thy rich Wardrobe 2 ſhall Sparrows that do flie 
Be thought upon, O Lord, and ſhall not 1? 

O no, I am ſure, when I ſuch wants do finde, 
=1Vt — ps I _ a _ mindes 

Can ſuch a King, luch boundleſs Maje 

Hi WANT to his own deny 55 

Af ask d in faith, and for their good it be, 

Both right, and left, and all he will give free. 
Ozive me faith, Q Lord, to thee I call, 

To hold a Chriſt, and then I ſhall have all: 
And if that faith be true, twill flouriſh here 

Ina righteous life, that I may thine appear; 
. though it merits not, yet Lord, J ſee 

True faith will take it in its way to thee) / 
Then! believe whatere deſpair may think, | 
Though theſe Seas roar, I thall not in them fink : 
Nor care I, Lord, what here my tempeſt be, 

Jo through my wants I can but wade to thee. 

O let my ſcorching Summer ripen me, 

Bre Autumn comes, I gathered be to thee ; 5 
Where Summers heat, nor Winters froſt hath part, 
In rbar ſame place, all's perfect as thou art: 

And if thou ſhalt command a longer ſtay, 

Let thy bleſt Spirit direct me in thy way, 

And when this race is run, O grant I be- 
II croſt on earth, yet creun d in bliſs with thee. 
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Eliſabeth Major. 


Annagram : 


0 I am ableſt Heir. 


A 
Hat ? an Heir and bleſt, my foul What 
(honor 5 hers.) 
| To a poor ſubjeR ! Draw near my ſoul, — 


ne 
With Songs of Praiſe, let low born thoughis expire, 
Let love-inflamed zeal break out as fire 

Into the praiſes of the King of Kings, | 

; Soar thou above theſe low inferior things: 

Try how the wings of faith willriſe above 

The towering Eagle, or the mounting Dove: | 
What ? an Heir _ bleſt ! Doth not this eccho ring =} 
Shall I do ill, and Heir to ſuch a Ki 4 
O no, aſſiſt me, Lord, then ſhall 175 

Sins ſoiled ways, and to my ſelt ſhall die; 
But live to thee, in whom I'm Heir and bleſt, 4 
Till chou tranſport me to thy eternal reſt. | 


- 


| Deaths Pr ogr eſs >... OF Death 


with his Commiſsion. 


I In chat catalogue of times deſcry, 

IA time for birth, alſo a time to die; 

But finde no time to live, which may us teach, 
Uncertainty no certain time can reach: 

Dratb's ſuddain preſence, and his ſabled brow, 
Doth ſummon all even to be ready now 3 

Fur do but liſten, ſome paſſing bell doth toll, 
And ſadly too, for ſome departed ſoul. 1 
Perhaps ſome wife's a widow, children orphans be, 
And this ad ſound proclaims the ſame to thee ; 
Perchance another's poſting in that ways 

And haſty death denys it here to ſtay 

His deareſt frien s to ſte : his doom he] give, 
> B-hold, I am come, thou muſt no longer Five 1 
Perhaps he takes one midſt abuſed weakb, 

» Whoſe covctous heart he hath depriv'd of health, 

” And them will part: But ſtay grim death, let's ſee- 
If a large b-tbe won't gain ſome time of -thee 5 
Ses, here is ſtore, come lade thee with thick clay, 
Take wha: thou wilt, ſo longer I may ſtays. * 

e ſooner Part from all then life, Iknow 

No other Heaven then what I have below.: 

'% his golden clement my heart bath won, 

P bence thou tak ſt me, alas I am undone. 

Ve ub. Vas death ere brib d, did ever mortal ſee 
Fach ſent to fell, and yet did ſpare the tree? 
hen once com niſſion from the moſt High is come, 
l poſt : ul his command is done? * 


8 
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Deaths Progreſs, k 29 
No gliſtering bribe upon me ever wran ght, 
Nor is my black back wich ſuch light wares fraught : = 
O no, to wound and kill, believ'c, I am come, " 
And Ile nor leave thee till within thy tomb z 3 
Therefore prepare, I ſhoot, my black darts flie, _. , _ 
They'i ſurely wound, the wounded ſurely die. 
Then to another doth he take his flight, , 
Belſhaz}ar like car ouling, yet at his fight | 
He trembling ſues for time, but none can have, 
As he is found, he's hurried to the grave. 
Then haſtes ht our to fetch another in, 
Whom he findes lapt within a bed of fin 5 
Him doth he hale, and though his panting breſt 
Doth plead for time, intombs him with the reſt; 
Then up he gets, and poſts more prey to finde, - 
Arreſting one ſwell'd with a loſty minde; gg 
Whoſe hearts brim-full with pride, ready to burſt 3. ;: 
Whom he ſmites down, lays level with rhe duſts - +2 
Then doth he courſe about, to ſearch I ſay; 
Where he may finde another bird of prey, 
Which he ſoon ſpies, one ſmear' d with envy, who- 
Takes a content the upright to undoe 3 
And him he tmites, drags to the priſon, where 
His carkaſs lies till ſummon'd to appear. 
Then up he mounts his pale horſe, out he flies, 
And romes about till the next prey he ſpies 5: 
Where one he findes ia unjuſt ways to trace, 
And him he ſhoots, leaves dead upon the place. 
Then out he flings, to ſearch again hel haſte 
To — = —_ will he waſte :- 
And one he ſpies, acting a Tyrants part, 
And 5 he ſtabs him at the — 12121 
Then up he gets, ranges about for more, 2 
And with revenge raps at the murtherers door; - 5 
At whoſc grim fight he ſtartles, crys out, Hes come, 


non 
* 


7 4 4 C . 4 1 4” "4 
i woo tp \,*? 
n er. P renn . 
a i P » Lots Fw 32 5.4 


% 


—_— " Deaths Progreſs. 
d mountains fall, and hide me from his doom, 


+the juſt judge thou ſhalt thy ſentence hear. 
Then forth he hies no reſt he] take, but pry 
And ſeck about where the next prey may lie: 

= In Every corner he the Blaſphemer findes 

" F pe for the fickle, down he cuts and bindes ; 
caſts | into the pir, whoſe duſt the ground 

t retain, till the great trump mall ſound, 
up he gets, poſting about each way, 

| wth. re one he ſpies prophaning the Lords day: 

m he claps up, for an account muſt be 

Vn to the Lord of Sabbach. Then out flings he 
Tone again, hoping more prey to finde, 

+ ons of one darkned with a ſad minde 


"> 
5 


doll the thoughts he thinks are ſadded ore: 
obſcures it ſelf, all things condole, 
— colours firs this mourning ſoul, 
Looks on the left hand, gazes on the right, 
de; before, and then his wearied tight 
k Fall to the earth, then mounts unto the skies, 
© Then down again, but yet no comfort ſpies : 
: Ther fits reſolv d the worſt 2 to ſace, 
| ain, "cauſe not y grace 3 
e for — then "bfaks to take 
her courſe, and all paſt-ways forſake : 
ws fluttering up and down, no reſt can finde, 
4 e uſe the III — ds 
| — s ſandy earth offord, 

le clings to all, ex exceptumo the Le 3 
ore he's naked, left unto the ſpight 
raging rempter , who in adeath-like night 
him there until death comes to ſmire ; ; 
in this {ad eſtate, theſe darkned ways, 


* 


* 
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. O no, thou muſt to my dark harbor, where 


oſe heart ſends ſprings of tears, alaſs there's fore; 


| Appears 
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Appears grim death, puts period to his days. 3 
Ihen Sites he out to do the work he's (ent, v4 ol 


And ſeizes one ſeated amidſt content z .Þ£*: 
Whom earth doth favor, and all her pleaſing race 
* 5 6 | 


For all her looks are ſmilings in the face: " i 
Old friends grow ſtrong, the new daily increaſe, *- 3 
And all earth breaths is pleaſure, profit, peace: 
Friends wiſely kinde, children obedient are 
And ſeryants that obey with love, with care; 2 
they have earths treaſures, and her chiefeſt goods, 
For ſtill ſhe's crowning them here with roſe-buds : 
All's pleafing gales that blows upon them here, 
And nothing that earth has, for them's too dear; 
Yet theſe contents cannot prevail gainſt him, 
Who'l finde acrevice till to enter in 
And them to ſeize, though all theſe friends Rand by 
Him to reſiſt, yet wounds he mortally : 
Then poſt they our for help, all means is ſought, 
And to adviſe the learn'd Phyſician's brought: 
O Doctor ſpeak, is there no drugs that can 
Give eaſe or cure ? Is vain all help of man ? 
Can your long ſtudy finde out no compound 
May do me good? is nothing to be found; 
Search I beſeech you, O I fear, I fear | 
The thing is lofang that I hold ſo dear: as 
Where's life,their's hope they ſay. DoF. Indeed tis true 
But to deal plainly, I have no hopes of you; 
The vital ſpirirs do fail, alaſs I ſee * 
There is no way, no way but death for thee ; 
O isit true, hath death ſeized my heart, 
And muſt contents on earth, and I now part? 


Shall he be Conqueror then? What ? muſt J yield 7 Is FE | 

And is his way by death to win the field ? Wn 

Will nothing ſerve to pleaſe his withered faces, © By 

Bu: that he I muxther me upon the place: - = 
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ben farewel all, come do thy worſt, I ſce 
**Fhere's none on earth but muſt ſubmit to thee. 
ben comes grim death, who takes the breath away, 
And chen remains onely a lump of clay. 

Ten to the godly corh he take his flight, 

Vo is perchance, firſt ſtartled at his light; 
when faich pleads, their father for them ſent 

1 Bcy in obedience to his will aflen: ; | 
For in his wiſdom, at board they muſt remain; 
And in his mercy, he'] take them home again: 
And while here proſperity is often ccol'd, 

The hear: it raiſes hig ber then it ſnould: 

He make his know, all here's but trauſitory, 
nim alone is the eternal glory. 

heavy grief ſhould break th: ir troubled ſleep, 

# heir heads he will above the waters keep; 

No cloud ſo black, nor Joy bur's mix: with fear, 
And will ſoon vaniſh, if a beam appear 

Ok glorious Son; alaſs they vanilh all, 

They muſt be gene, if he but ſay they ſhall : 

For his muſt know, they trace but in the way 
Thar he bas gone, that in his time they may. 
ee reſt with him ; for. hen their gleſs is outs 
Hel ſend bis meſſenger to ſearch about 

And bring in his, who meets death in the way, 
And cries, I am ready, I onely for thee ſtay: 

3 thy Commiſſion death, I have run my race, 
Pluck off thy vizzard, now let's ſee thy face: 
Thou like a Lyon once appeat dſt ro me, 
But now me- thinks thy looks much milder be: 
My way is ſweetned, ſince my Lord did go 

In thy ſad road + Come death, why linger it ſo ? 
Come do thy office, unlock my paſſage here, 
aſport my ſoul unto my Father dear: 

y but the Bark, andreft muſt have, 
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Deaths Progreſs. © 
Therefore intomb t within its duſty grave, 
Where till the trumpet blow ĩt muſt remain, 
Then to my ſoul united be again. 2 
Then wait his next command, ſee what twillbe, 
For now, ſad death, thou ſt done thy work on me. 8 
And now my ſou], thou ſeeſt none can withſtat 
The mortal ſtroke of deaths moſt ſatal hand: 
Youth is no priviledge, no riches may 
Gain time of him, no air ſo pure, I ſay, 
But he will taint; no antiddte is found 


Can ſave or cure thoſe he's ſent to wound 3 3 
No ſweet perſwaſion can ſlack his killing ſnower 4 
For his command comes from a higher power : © 8; 
Some ſound and healthy bodies mark he will, © 
To have a place within the next weeks Bill: We 2 
Thouſands do fall within the yeat we feen, 
And yet thy Lord is pleaſ d to pals by thee: 8 


O ſure, my ſoul, it is to ſhew thee how 
Toprize thy time, and to be ready now. 

Soul. O tis confeſt, the mercies great that 1 
Injoy by life, when ſome are call'd to die: 
My humble ſuit is, Lord, to purge this age, 
That I may mend, even in this latter ſtage, 
That whether I poſt, or go a ſoftly pace, — 
I may in thee finiſh my weary race: 
Each ſickneſs, Lord, as meſſengers were ſent, 
To ſummon me, and death to repreſent : 
But I a grumbling entertainment gave, 
And being gone, my ſinful will would have: 
Thus I conteſs, I did thy mercies wrong, _- 
To ſlight the meſlage, the bringer being gone: 
But Lord, thy ſaving grace on me beſtow, - 
And then no more ſhall offend thee. No, 
Thy ſervice then, O Lord, a joy ſhall be, 
And J no pleaſure take, but Lord, in thee 3 


+ Shen ſhall T live on earth the life ofchige, 
And all cheir hopes in thee, Lord; ſhall be mint: 
Death to me then no ſtranger ſhall appear, 
His ſadded look is vaild with mercy dear; 
i nya paved with a Saviots love, 
T ſweerens ſorrow with hopes of joy above: 
ben fly falſe fear, for death I ſee's my friend 
To caſe my grief, brings Joys that never end? 
Lord, here refine my heart, free t from that care 
Ot outward things, that fall not tomy ſhare 3 
My race being run, my time expir'd, that I 
May have no work, but to be ſick and die: 
That when I ceaſe to trade with earthly things, 
I may finde ſhelter under thy princely wings: 
© Savior hear my fair, grant my _— 
| And bring my ſoul to thy eternal re! 
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A particular Application of the 


Book of Jonah. : | 


* |] 
N this ſame Propheſie, me-thinks, Tſee , © - 
Gods nature, and my own held forth to me 
He in his Throne of mercy, I in ling - . 
He ſtill forbearing, I ſtill provoking him 
By diſobedience, where with I him offend, 
Am in that way reſolved, unleſs he ſend 
A rod me to prevent, then for a time 
I may obſerve his will; but if my minde - 
He's pleaſ d to croſs, T'le grumble, fret, nay &y; 
And in that paſſion wiſh of him todies 
My nature's grown ſo bold, that I with him 
Dare expoſtulate, nay plead it is no fin 
To wiſh not to be, rather then to lie 
Under his rod; no, ſooner let me die; 
If he in mercy me my errors tell, 
* anſwer is, I know that I do wellʒ 
I fan and grieve thee, ſtill thou wilt be kind. 
Wilt mercy ſhew, though oft againſt my minde 5s 
I will not reaſon Hugs, for I * 
Do Nineveh out · ſin, for which I die, 8 
If mercy don't prevent eternally : | 
How like a froward childe (me-thinks)Jam I 
Though croff6d for good, yet how L le fret and ry 
And in that fir (childe like) caſt all away, , 
Far croſs my will, and J on thine wont ſtay, | 
Nor yet conſider, Lord, from whence it came, | 
Nor wherefore thou wert pleaſ d to ſend the ſame; © 
The ſtane I bite, the hand I do not mino 
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g ined 2 
— þ health, or fight, or all 
agh boorly mercics fall, 
50 5 for that I ſay, 
| do, take away: 
wil, becauſe it was thy will, 
HD what thou doſt, be itil] : 
Tut * itting ſpir it 
ture we inher it 
ngh Paul's content we (ce 
Ya ed; it was through thee : 
ng 8 s; that a good day 
. nor yet delay 
nor let a bad day caſt 
i but to thy mercies haſte. 
art, ot elſe I ſee, I ſee 
5 dar den diſtruſt in thee: 
| 8 and it refine 
ke.ir-chrough thee to ſhine, 
he ſc flames ſhall be 
5 Roles: f ſweerned, Lord, by thee : 
"5 = tha i be a curious feaſt, 
: 8 8 
r contented be, 
Acre Lon by thee : : : 
Farm to me content ſhall bring, 
d ut raiſe my heart to him 
rt from whonr alon't muſt come, 
it Lay, © sin thy —＋ 
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of the Book 15 ſe 


For thou, Lord, our i 
And with our ſorrows bait beenh Thee wy 
Sufficient art compaſſion R YI HE 
Upon a ſoul who grieves, yet fins @ hour 
To thee J haſte, all that's eat 
I beg true faith on thee always to li 
All here is vain, like vapors 'twill 
Here's nought but Chriſt, on wh 2 
Content and peace are onely in thy rell, 
orth thy hand, a — me xc x: 1 
In thy good time; for all is earth Lee, 

* I tay, Lord, fix my bearon he * 
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